
Scientists Warning proposes a Roadmap to Ecological Justice Page 1 of 17 
https://poemsforparliament.uk/sw 

Abstract 
This ‘Roadmap to Ecological Justice’ challenges the two cultural issues which are preventing 
genuine mitigation from climate breakdown and ecological collapse. These two issues are 
coercive consumerism, and the peer-pressure to procreate. It reveals that humanity are 
unwisely using the twin tools of affluence and technology to coerce people into non-essential 
consumption.  The practice of pursuing of financial profit, has resulted in humanity exceeding 
the carrying capacity of Earth, and causing its formerly stable climate and ecosystems to 
collapse. Minimising our procreation will enable us to protect most of our unborn from the 
escalating dangers. Despite being a scientific paper, the roadmap is intended to inspire global 
collaboration to equitably minimise the average global ecological footprint per capita, and to 
enable both men and women to feel entitled, justified, and empowered to minimise the size 
of their families. If adopted, the roadmap will deliver maximum mitigation from the escalating 
climate breakdown and ecological collapse, in a peaceful and equitable manner.   The 
intention of the roadmap is to perpetuate Life on Earth, and to protect our unborn from 
enduring unhappy and unfulfilled lives. 

Introduction 
The purpose of this roadmap is to unite humanity in a joint aspiration to overcome the two 
dominant trends in our prevailing culture which exacerbate the unfolding climate breakdown 
and ecological collapse. These two memes prevent genuine mitigation, they are pronatalism1 
and coercive consumerism. Pronatalism2 links with our biological instincts and our emotions 
which together encourage us to procreate.  These instincts and emotions currently combine 
with widely enjoyed distractions and modern comforts, to prevent global action to slow down 
climate breakdown and ecological collapse. 

Humanity operates well in excess of the carrying capacity of Earth. A global hectare is a 
biologically productive hectare of land with world average biological productivity for any 
given year.  The Wikipedia entry for biocapacity3 tells us that in 2016 Earth’s biocapacity was 
about 12 billion global hectares. At least half of this total capacity is required to facilitate 
adequate biodiversity4. Therefore, if humanity was to operate sustainably in 2023, roughly 8 
billion people would need to subsist on about 6 billion global hectares. Dividing 8 into 6 gives 
an available biocapacity of about 0.75 global hectares per capita, which will further reduce 
as our global population continues to increase.   According to the most recent data from the 
Global Footprint Network5, there are only four countries with an average footprint per capita 
that is less than or equal to 0.75 global hectares.  Humanity has been living in chronic 
ecological debt for over fifty years, a phenomenon known as ecological overshoot.6 

                                                      
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natalism Pronatalism represents cultural encouragement to procreate 
2 https://www.whp-journals.co.uk/JPS/article/view/819 Challenging Pronatalism is key to Advancing 
Reproductive Rights and Sustainable Population 
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biocapacity scan down a few paragraphs for 2016 total capacity for Earth 
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half-Earth  EO Wilson envisaged separation, the roadmap not prescriptive 
5 https://www.footprintnetwork.org/ Official source of global footprint data 
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecological_overshoot Ecological overshoot means exceeding carrying-capacity 
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In 2017 our average ecological footprint per capita was 2.77global hectares7, this is almost 
four times the 0.75gha that could be genuinely sustainable. This is neither fair nor sustainable. 
We urgently need to equitably reduce average ecological footprint, and voluntarily reduce 
our population size to about 2 billion8.  This paper challenges the ethics that have allowed us 
to arrive at such an unsustainable predicament and invites everyone to rethink. 

Humanity is the key driver in the escalating Sixth Mass Extinction9 and the ongoing 
ecosystems collapse. Ecological collapse can trigger global food shortages, pandemics and 
contagious diseases, financial collapse, mass migration, resource wars and civil unrest.  We 
are seeing all these symptoms of ecological collapse already. 
This ‘Roadmap to Ecological Justice’ invites the global community to voluntarily and 
peacefully aspire to achieve sustainability by prolonged equitable reduction in our global 
demands, until we once more operate within the biocapacity of the planet.  To steer into this 
new direction, we need to reassess any dogma and culture which prevents us from minimising 
our resource use. Coercive consumerism and pronatalism10 come at the top of the list of 
cultural issues, because both these memes encourage people to increase the stress on our 
collapsing ecosystems.  

The roadmap proposes a ‘UN Charter for Ecological Justice’ as a formal expression of the joint 
aspiration to equitably return within the capacity of our planet. This aspiration seeks to 
maximise human wellbeing by relieving pressure from the ecosystems on which we depend. 
The roadmap recommends that Universal Basic Provision11 be made available to anyone who 
is willing to help towards achieving global ecological justice by making helpful lifestyle choices. 
This will offer a survival route to all those who are unable to subsist because of ecological 
collapse. Those caught up in the frenetic modern techno-industrial societies can escape and 
get involved in the imaginative, resilience-building interactions with others who also aspire to 
live within the capacity of the planet.  Scotland12 and other Wellbeing Economy 
Governments13 are already travelling this along this soul-searching voyage of self-discovery.  

This roadmap aspires to voluntarily achieve maximum mitigation from the man-made 
collapse in biodiversity and breakdown in climate; whilst steering a path to heal the inequities 
in our global society with regards to wellbeing, affluence, power, and the use of resources.  It 
involves a fundamental shift in mindset from the belief that GDP growth is beneficial to our 
wellbeing14, to the recognition that GDP growth measures increases in the three key drivers 
of environmental damage as identified through the I=PAT equation derived in the 1970s: 

Impact = Population*Affluence*Technology15. 

Numerous books offer false hope because they mistakenly see affluence and technology as 
solutions. Global financial collapse makes a mockery of any financial or technical ‘solution’.  

                                                      
7 https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/ecological-footprint-by-country 2.77 global hectares 
8 https://poemsforparliament.uk/morrow James Morrow advises 2 billion as a suitable target 
9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocene_extinction  
10 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natalism Pronatalism is not a culture that we can afford to promote 
11 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/fiduciary-funds-for-global-ubuntu-ef4c5eb3e2f1  $60+ trillion 
12 https://www.enough.scot/less/ Scotland’s journal of Degrowth 
13 https://weall.org/wego Wellbeing Economy Alliance 
14 https://poemsforparliament.uk/legal  The legal case against GDP growth 
15 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_%3D_PAT   
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Affluence and technology have, to date, been used in ways that are extremely detrimental to 
the wellbeing life on Earth.  Aiming to reduce GDP whilst maintaining wellbeing, will soon 
reveal the flaws in the way that we are using our tools and resources at the moment.   

Reviewing our Needs 
This roadmap for ecological justice seeks to maximise our wellbeing, and that of Life on Earth. 
It recognises that we are starting with a global economic model which causes ecological 
decline. Furthermore, it recognises that the predictable weather patterns of the Holocene are 
already in the past, and that we are now in the man-made poly-crises that define the 
Anthropocene.16 Equitable GDP Degrowth is increasingly recognised as a pre-requisite to 
sustainability; see for example the preface in this paper from the UN Commons Cluster17.  
Rapid global financial collapse might easily be triggered by the climate and ecological collapse, 
this will rapidly render wealthy individuals powerless.  The roadmap seeks to inspire those 
who are currently affluent and empowered to get directly involved in the social evolution to 
build resilient Degrowth communities. Within such communities local skills and resources are 
shared internally. Ideally they will be empowered to share their Degrowth experience and 
skills within the wider global network of diverse Degrowth communities.18 

 

Maximum mitigation is the clearly most sensible option. Together, we need to re-evaluate 
the ecological cost of every aspect of our way of life; with a view to minimising our ecological 
impact on the planet as rapidly as possible, in a peaceful and equitable manner.   

To achieve maximum mitigation it is necessary to advise young adults to consider revoking 
their right to bear children. This will have the knock-on effect of revealing that over-

                                                      
16 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/06/h-bombs-chicken-bones-scientists-race-to-define-
start-of-the-anthropocene  Scientists are working to agree a start year for the Anthropocene  
17 https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gkBpfKkmnN3b5vI2yspVpjS0WVLuTS8Q/edit  
18 https://poemsforparliament.uk/book-kinney/ the ideas in this book by Reed Kinney may be helpful 

Impact is escalating Climate and Ecological breakdown 
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consumption, and the coercive consumerism which drives it, is a meme which has been 
pursued to the extent that it now conflicts with our human rights. Child conception and 
rearing involves powerful emotional drivers, and in some cultures it also links to status, pride, 
and tradition; there are also fundamental human instincts involved. This roadmap suggests 
that it is time for the mainstream Degrowth19 movement to broaden their vision and 
challenge pronatalism and to call openly for a reduction in GDP. This bolder approach enables 
maximum mitigation to become a possibility, and it escalates the awareness of the severity 
of our predicament.   There are two recent papers that can help achieve the mindset shift 
away from pronatalism. 

1)  ‘Challenging Pronatalism Is Key to Advancing Reproductive Rights and a Sustainable 
Population’20  

2) ‘The human eco-predicament: Overshoot and the population conundrum’21.   

We have an amazing opportunity to reinvent ourselves without the self-destructive qualities 
inherent in our modern civilisation. Our new story needs to draw on the best in us all. We 
have over-exploited many resources; but selfless love remains on the shelf, overlooked and 
forgotten.  This is a priceless commodity, we need to dust it off, and get it into full commission.   

Our Hierarchy of Needs 
The article ‘Fiduciary Funds for Global Ubuntu’22 elaborates how the $60+ trillion 
International dollars that is tied up in Pension funds could be deployed within the Degrowth 
mindset, to finance everyone’s physiological needs.  Once our physiological needs are met, 
our safety needs take precedence. With ongoing ecological collapse, we are all now heavily 
compromised in terms of safety, especially the unborn.  By minimising pregnancies we are 
helping the present population to recover ecosystems and protecting the unborn.   

The popular ‘nuclear family’ meme from our past, can be replaced with resilient local 
Degrowth communities collaborating to recover their ecosystems and sharing the joy of the 
few children that slip through. The powerful united purpose will embrace our entire global 
diversity.  Anyone supporting the shared purpose becomes eligible for Universal Basic 
Provision; the sense of belonging to a diverse global community with a noble shared purpose, 
should afford most people ample emotional wellbeing.  Our joint purpose to salvage our 
ecosystems and wildlife will help us all to cope with the psychological and emotional stress 
due to the persistent global insecurity which now prevails.  Sympathy, empathy and 
collaboration will develop shared resilience to this ongoing anxiety, enduring until we return 
our global enterprise back within the carrying capacity of Earth. 

The adoption of the Degrowth aspiration provides a chance for humanity to write new stories 
of courage and ingenuity in the face of seemingly insurmountable challenges from the laws 
of Physics and Environmental Sciences. We will find fresh inspiration from the excitement of 
connecting and questioning, as we dig deep to find genuine meaning in life. We shall willingly 
leave behind the many glittering diversions and distractions in the artificial world that our 
modern techno-industrial civilisation created. We shall reconnect with the depths of 

                                                      
19 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Degrowth 
20 https://www.whp-journals.co.uk/JPS/article/view/819  
21 https://www.austriaca.at/0xc1aa5576%200x003dcfa1.pdf  
22 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/fiduciary-funds-for-global-ubuntu-ef4c5eb3e2f1 
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indigenous knowledge23 that we once scorned as primitive; those of us in the overdeveloped 
overconsuming countries will rapidly realise that we have been missing out on the true 
meaning of life for a long time.24  

Self-fulfilment is not expected to be a static state, but merely an optimum that might be quite 
regularly achieved during life. It might manifest differently over time, as we each dig deep 
into ourselves exploring our inner strengths and weaknesses and discovering the meaning 
that life has for us. This condition is similar to those who feel contentment at the moment. 
The existing level of contentment has been very high within the affluent world; this has 
caused our inability to respond to the growing dangers from climate and ecological collapse.  
Contentment dulls anxiety and makes us reluctant to challenge our thinking and our dogma.   

The affluent amongst us have been gambling our future by pursuing enjoyable lifestyles which 
are dependent on coercive consumerism. In our modern affluent civilisation there is a 
considerable blurring between the concepts of ‘love and belonging’ and emotional blackmail.  
Esteem is often earned through money and material gifts; turning many relationships into a 
superficial charade.  Advertising, and the coercive consumerism which it feeds, has confused 
many of us. This has resulted in very rich people resorting to drugs or alcohol in the search 
for peace of mind; they often sense that their life lacks real meaning.  

Many affluent people are very burdened by the pressure of the hard-work involved in 
maintaining very high levels of affluence. Their children also suffer from pressure on them to 
‘succeed’ in the eco-damaging ways expected in the modern techno-industrial world.  Thus 
the damaging cycle perpetuates. In the modern context, success comes to those who are most 
adept at exploiting nature to their advantage. We all pay the ecological cost arising from their 
enterprise.  This is not their fault; everyone is voting to continue with the economic model 
which drives global inequity and eco-destruction.  Many fine eco-leaders are waiting in the 
wings, they just need the opportunity to shine.  

With a combination of Universal Basic Provision, and a globally shared aspiration to shrink 
back within the capacity of our planet, we shall all be informed and empowered to see our 
natural world from a very different perspective.  The environmental injuries that we are daily 
inflicting at the moment, need to trigger remorse. Emotional anguish is needed to motivate 
the global mindset shift to equitable, altruistic Degrowth objectives. Each individual can then 
endeavour to ‘become the best that they can be’ within that new framework.  These ideas 
are explored further in the article entitled ‘Reorienting Humanity’25.    
Sharing Responsibility 
Affluent people of all skin-colours and genders have felt protected from existential dangers. 
Affluence and technology provide a false sense of security. Many have earned esteem 
through affluence, technology and property; both leaders and followers in this dance have 
been in denial about the environmental degradation to our environment which has resulted.   

                                                      
23 https://indigenousworks.ca/en/resources/getting-started/cultures  
24 ‘Awaken the Soul, Release the Spirit’ recommended book by Peter Danby to inspire eco-leadership  
25 https://poemsforparliament.uk/reorient ‘Reorienting Humanity’ extrapolates the vision in this roadmap 
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Challenging Pronatalism and Dogma 
In some cultures women are only valued for their child-bearing, child-caring and their ability 
to make a comfortable home; in these societies it is difficult for women to flourish in other 
ways. In some societies a man gains respect by the number of children that he sires; so there 
are often strong cultural pressures on both men and women to procreate26. 

There are many hierarchies within societies; which often involve a great deal of wealth and 
power wielded by a few individuals. This means that most men are only fully empowered 
within the limits of their income and the confines of their own home and family. All these 
restrictions on empowerment also apply to women; often with added restrictions which 
depend on the social culture into which they are born. Our existing social cultures often inhibit 
the life choices open to both men and women; especially once they become trapped in an 
unhappy marriage or are involved in an unplanned pregnancy.   

Altering Our Ethics  
Modern culture and education encourages us to consume more than our physiological needs, 
and presents the narrative to ‘get married and have children’ as the normal expectation. For 
Earth’s occupants to be able to thrive once more, we must free our minds from this dangerous 
deadlock. Sadly we need to minimise child bearing, and virtually miss out a few generations 
until we redeem our ecological debt. With this tragedy acknowledged, much of our modern 
life reveals itself as folly and frippery. It is envisaged that ‘help to die’ will be made available to 
assist any of us for whom living becomes too challenging for any reason.   

The option of running away from society is simply not available in the over-developed 
countries27; one has to conform to survive. Most prevailing cultures exert considerable peer-
pressure on both men and women to follow the pattern that narrows the partners in their 
sexual pleasure, by adopting a critical view of people who enjoy sex outside marriage.  This 
restricts experimentation, so that marriages arise where partners who have poorly matched 
libido, aspirations or sexual preference.  Some women feel obliged to marry a man who is not 
their choice; and some marriages involve physical abuse.  Even when personal choice is 
involved at the outset, men, women and children often find themselves trapped in unhappy 
or abusive families.  Perhaps we should provide every child with the right to seek an 
alternative family if they feel unhappy? 

The Degrowth reorientation for humanity recommended in this roadmap, will minimise the 
child-bearing aspect of our society. The Degrowth focus gives us the opportunity to reconsider 
the mores that surround marriage.  A more flexible approach, which allows sexual exploration 
outside marriage should be possible. Wisely constructed alternative mores28 should facilitate 
more healthy and uninhibited attitudes towards sexual pleasure between consenting adults. 
There are examples of indigenous cultures where polyamory is very successfully 
implemented, for example the Pirahã in the Amazon29. This might increase mutual respect 
and understanding between the sexes, perhaps minimising sexual abuse, violence, and the 

                                                      
26 https://www.whp-journals.co.uk/JPS/article/view/819  
27 https://www.stableplanetalliance.org/post/the-secret-war-on-natural-rights-and-children-opinion  
28 https://www.polyamory.org.uk/  
29 See book by Danial Everett ‘Don't Sleep, There Are Snakes: Life and Language in the Amazonian Jungle’ 
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possibly avoiding the need for the sex industry.   It may also serve to minimise aggressive 
behaviour in men, and unhappiness in women.  

Steps in the Roadmap to Ecological Justice 
Genuine solutions will only emerge once a shared awareness of our predicament achieves a 
social tipping point.  This requires the emotional maturity to admit that GDP30 growth is 
damaging to our ecosystems.  The resulting remorse will inspire our best qualities. Altruism 
combined with the Ubuntu quality, which is more fully explored later, will provide a sense of 
‘oneness’ that will have the opportunity to emerge, as we collectively embrace the aspiration 
to shrink our global ecological impact. The roadmap to ecological justice is summarised in the 
image below, it is designed to ensure that we shrink our total impact equitably. 

 

                                                      
30 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_domestic_product  GDP is a useful measure of environmental damage 
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Humanity’s evolution from disparate groups fixated with their own growth, power and 
success, and transforming into a diverse and united global society, has been converging into 
a common purpose since the United Nations was established in 1945. Noble concepts like the 
‘Sustainable Development Goals’ are still tainted with the growth mindset and will require 
some review to reflect the urgent need for equitable Degrowth.  In the declaration of ‘Our 
Common Agenda’31 in 2020 by the United Nations, the fourth item challenges GDP and seeks 
new measures so that people can gain a full understanding of the impacts of business 
activities. The mindset shift to GDP Degrowth requires a global sense of collective 
responsibility with localised empowerment to reduce impact and recover ecosystems.  

The practical suggestions below are offered to policy makers, to trigger collective soul-
searching and re-evaluation. The latest publication32 from the Club of Rome, recommends 
such profound socio-economic shift, also the Scientists Warning33.  The steps will alert the 
general public to the need for GDP Degrowth, and encourage direct involvement in the 
ongoing mindset shift to get into reverse gear34:   

 Democracies are advised to establish an all-party government, working with the civil 
services to share ideas and responsibilities for ‘scaling-down’ strategies.35   

 UN General Assembly to consider ratifying the ‘UN Charter for Ecological Justice’36 

 Governments can sign up to become a ‘Wellbeing Economy government’37.    

 Use fiduciary funding38 to finance Universal Basic Provision to facilitate Degrowth. 

 Private and public institutions dismantle work processes that become unjustified in 
the context of GDP Degrowth and revised ethics.  

 Publicly expressed remorse for past unwise practice, is helpful from any institutions.   

 Governments to call for emotional maturity and resilience from citizens, urging them 
to collaborate peacefully towards the global objective of rapid Degrowth.  

 Universities can use methods like the Participatory Futures model39 , to break the 
perpetuation of past mistakes; establishing revised ethics to assist Degrowth; the 
younger student voice needs to drive these discussions, not entrenched staff.   

 Mainstream media, social media, arts and culture all collaborate in a process of 
experimentation and evolution, reviewing the ecological impact of every aspect of 
our society, discouraging procreation until existential dangers are minimised. 

                                                      
31 https://www.un.org/en/common-agenda  
32 https://www.earth4all.life/book Earth4All publication 
33 https://scientistswarning.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/biab079.pdf  
34 https://poemsforparliament.uk/etui  European Trade Union Institute ‘Beyond Growth’ conference 
35 https://poemsforparliament.uk/democracy Paul Smith author of ‘Rescuing Democracy’ offers his book free 
36 https://poemsforparliament.uk/framework Initial proposal for the UN Charter for Ecological Justice 
37 https://wellbeingeconomy.org/wego so far Scotland, Wales, Finland and New Zealand  
38 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/fiduciary-funds-for-global-ubuntu-ef4c5eb3e2f1 
39 https://foresightprojects.blog.gov.uk/2021/07/26/participatory-futures-integrating-public-voices-in-futures-
thinking/ Participatory Futures 
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 Public education exercise about the three key drivers of ecological damage (I=PAT)40, 
and the urgent need to redeem our ecological overshoot41. 

The Dutch Footprint Network42 are working on a ‘Manifesto 2023’43 to inspire global 
consensus and the mindset shift away from GDP growth, to be launched in 2023.  The Dutch 
parliament have invited Jason Hickel44 to discuss Degrowth.   

The Wellbeing Economy Alliance45 is beginning to explore the possibility that humanity is 
capable of profound behavioural change.  Scotland seems to be leading the way by showing 
the moral courage to talk about Degrowth46.  Leaders with moral courage, humility, and 
wisdom, will create an imaginative and inclusive vision to inspire their followers. 

It takes imagination and emotional and spiritual maturity to tell a whole new story. Our future 
story needs to draw on the best in us all. This paper invites readers to engage directly in the 
ongoing social evolution that is rapidly emerging.  Together let us seek genuine and equitable 
sustainability by embracing GDP Degrowth and ecological justice.  

UN Charter for Ecological Justice 
The ‘Charter for Ecological Justice’47 is a formal expression of the aspiration for humanity to 
voluntarily and peacefully begin to shrink our global ecological footprint until it is less than 
half the biocapacity of our planet.  It sets measurable objectives. The proposed wording is 
inspired by several insights from the field of environmental science; these are listed below: 

 The key drivers of environmental damage as identified in I=PAT48. 
 Data about the global ecological footprint and overshoot data which available from 

the Global Footprint Network49. 
 Research by Lucia Tamburino which models an even distribution of our global 

ecological footprint, assuming average per capita footprint is 2.14 global hectares50. 
 The suggestion from E O Wilson that at least half the Earth’s biocapacity needs to be 

freed up in order for biodiversity to re-establish itself.51  Also relevant is the 2021 
paper entitled ‘Protecting Half the Planet and Transforming Human Systems Are 
Complementary Goals’52 

                                                      
40 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_%3D_PAT  
41 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecological_overshoot  
42 https://www.voetafdruk.eu/ The Dutch footprint Network 
43 https://poemsforparliament.uk/manifesto2023/  
44 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jason_Hickel  
45 https://www.weall.org Wellbeing Economy Alliance 
46 https://www.enough.scot/less/ A journal following Scotland’s pursuit of Degrowth objectives 
47 https://poemsforparliament.uk/framework Charter for Ecological Justice was first mentioned in this paper 
48 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_%3D_PAT  
49 https://data.footprintnetwork.org/?_ga=2.185414761.1958977796.1674592631-1312707152.1670308436#/ 
50 Summary article describing the research that assesses a world with an average footprint of 2.14gha 
51 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half-Earth  
52 https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fcosc.2021.761292/full  
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The proposed wording was first published in ‘A Framework for Maximum Mitigation’53. The 
‘Framework’ paper was a response to a public consultation in 2022 by the High-Level Advisory 
Board for Effective Multilateralism on behalf of the United Nations. This Roadmap develops   
both the framework and the associated paper ‘The Ego to Eco Journey in Leadership and 
Governance’54. The proposed wording for the Charter follows here:  

This ‘Charter for Ecological Justice’ seeks to inspire a new emotional maturity55 within the 
human race. This new era will be characterised by increasingly selfless behaviour both 
individually and collectively in the face of escalating existential threats. To this end, it 
recognises that our environmental impact is a product of our population size and the way that 
we utilise our affluence and technology. Henceforth we shall collectively and individually 
aspire to combine our free-choice, affluence and technology to redress the ecological 
imbalance, which is escalating the sixth mass extinction. All nations will collectively aspire to 
reduce their ecological footprint to less than half of the biocapacity available within their 
borders, as determined by the Global Footprint Network data. Globally, education and 
empowerment goals will prioritise the symbiotic relationships between ecological footprint, 
ecological balance, and the urgent need to release more than half of the biocapacity of the 
planet to sustain the needs of wildlife and biodiversity. Human intervention in wildlife 
populations will be discouraged unless an invasive species is deemed to be a serious threat to 
either local or global eco-systems. The Charter recommends that communities work towards 
living within the biocapacity of their borders. The ecological footprint of 2.1456gha per capita 
is a guide for a fulfilled life within a healthy ecosystem. Local targets for average footprint will 
need regular reviews to equitably reflect changing global and local circumstances. 

~~~ 

Once ratified this charter would serve as a formal acknowledgement that we have allowed 
ourselves to grossly exceed the carrying-capacity of our planet. The process of ratification 
would help to publicise the scientific data about ecological overshoot and the shrinking 
biocapacity of our Earth; and the urgent need to voluntarily minimise our consumption and 
population size. It would present the formal challenge against pronatalism and coercive 
consumerism to the global community. 

If the Charter for Ecological Justice were to be ratified by the UN General Assembly, it would 
provide a measurable aspiration; this is more reliable than financial strategies which can fall 
victim to global financial collapse. It addresses the cultural causes of both climate breakdown 
and ecological collapse.  It signals a call for every country to voluntarily embrace equitable 
GDP Degrowth, until our global ecological overshoot has been fully redeemed.  

Ecological injustice pervades our global community. No country has ever been held 
accountable for the ecological degradation that was involved in growing their Gross Domestic 
Product.57 The pie-chart that follows high-lights the enormity of the injustice which prevails 
in todays ‘growth’ orientated society. 

                                                      
53 https://poemsforparliament.uk/framework  
54 https://poemsforparliament.uk/ego-to-eco  The Ego to Eco Journey in Leadership and Governance 
55 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/cultural-causes-of-climate-injustice-b59fb7d7f6de  
56 https://overpopulation-project.com/reconciling-human-demands-with-planetary-boundaries/  
57 https://poemsforparliament.uk/legal  
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https://poemsforparliament.uk/ego-to-eco
https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/cultural-causes-of-climate-injustice-b59fb7d7f6de
https://overpopulation-project.com/reconciling-human-demands-with-planetary-boundaries/
https://poemsforparliament.uk/legal
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The responsibility for the collapse of our 
climate and ecosystems can clearly be 
attributed to the behaviour of the more 
affluent people in every part of the world.   

There are far fewer affluent people in the 
global South countries; however there is 
no evidence that their behaviour has any 
more respect for the environment than the 
affluent people in the global North.  It 
seems that affluent people in the global 
South mirror the mistakes made in the 
global North.  At the moment the affluent 
population are putting commercial and 
self-interest before the environment.  

The injustice that we have inflicted on biodiversity is no less horrific than the inequity between 
ourselves.  In 2011, the global vertebrate wildlife populations on land, were judged to have 
diminished from 99% to less than 1%58, due to human activity.  See image below: 

 

High extinction rates are diminishing global biodiversity every day; the World Wildlife Fund 
Living Planet Report for 202259 reads more like a ‘Dying Planet Report’.  We need a very 
different worldview, in order to reorient ourselves in the direction of GDP Degrowth60.   

                                                      
58 https://vaclavsmil.com/wp-content/uploads/PDR37-4.Smil_.pgs613-636.pdf Vaclav Smil December 2011 
59 https://www.wwf.org.uk/our-reports/living-planet-report-2022 WWF Living Planet report 2022 
60 https://poemsforparliament.uk/reorient Reorienting Humanity  

https://www.wwf.org.uk/our-reports/living-planet-report-2022
https://vaclavsmil.com/wp-content/uploads/PDR37-4.Smil_.pgs613-636.pdf
https://www.wwf.org.uk/our-reports/living-planet-report-2022
https://poemsforparliament.uk/reorient
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Global Ubuntu will help us 
Both Nelson Mandela61 and Archbishop Desmond Tutu62 were exemplary proponents of the 
popular African philosophy of ‘Ubuntu’63.  The Ubuntu philosophy is the belief in a universal 
bond of sharing, which connects all humanity; it involves behaving well towards others, or 
acting in ways that benefit the community. Such acts could be as simple as helping a stranger 
in need, or much more complex ways of relating with others. A person who behaves in these 
ways is considered a full person, and said to have Ubuntu.  The affluent world revolves around 
personal entitlement; whereas the Ubuntu mindset is about connecting with others, thus:  ‘I 
am because we are’.  For some, Ubuntu is an actual metaphysical connection shared between 
people, which enables understanding. Ubuntu motivates selfless acts, like reparation; unlike 
the materialism, and self-interest seen in societies focussed on financial profit.  

We can embrace and broaden this concept in order to achieve a level of interconnectedness 
between all of Life on Earth. A sense of global Ubuntu would enable us to implement the 
aspiration in the Charter for Ecological Justice peacefully. 

 

 

  

                                                      
61 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Mandela   
62 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desmond_Tutu  
63 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ubuntu_philosophy 

Human Rights   

Does not protect 
ecosystems from 
being diminished. 

GDP growth   

Encourages over-
exploitation of 

natural resources.  

Ubuntu seeks collective 
wellbeing 

UN Charter for Ecological Justice 

A global aspiration towards voluntary, 
equitable, ecological Degrowth  
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Global Ubuntu will connect us to all of Life on Earth; it will make us feel the pain of the Sixth 
Mass Extinction.  This global interconnection will inspire us to share ecological resources fairly 
between ourselves, and with the biodiversity on which we depend for survival. Optimistic 
words from Nelson Mandela can help us - ‘It always seems impossible, until it’s done’.   

Many people have the false impression that money enables us to survive; whereas money is 
merely a tool with which to barter. As the climate and ecological collapse deepens, we shall 
increasingly struggle to grow food. We are already seeing that money is losing its purchasing 
power.  In 2022 we saw increasing inflation and stagflation. Strategies like the Inflation 
Reduction Act64 introduced by the USA, will only serve to aggravate global ecological collapse; 
because it does not address the cultural issues which underpin our predicament.  Such 
strategies arise because we have not accepted that we are all interconnected and 
interdependent.  

Advertising encourages ecologically irresponsible consumerism, persuading people to 
purchase non-essentials, often at high ecological cost. By recognising GDP growth contravenes 
our human rights65, and applying a global Ubuntu mindset we can reverse the ecological 
injustice which exists today.  

 

The ecological footprint data which is maintained by the Global Footprint Network66 is 
extremely complex, and takes a long time to compile.  Therefore it is recommended that we 
continue to use the well-known and readily available measure of GDP in order to assess how 
successful we are at dismantling and diminishing the global human enterprise.   

Challenging coercive consumerism and pronatalism67, will begin a global discussion about 
ecological ethics; this, coupled with the global Ubuntu quality, will achieve the emotional 
maturity to abandon material and monetary aspirations, in order to pursue collective long-
term survival and wellbeing. 

Developing Emotional Maturity 
We shall all be involved in the mindset transition from pursuing GDP growth to embracing 
equitable, ecological Degrowth.  Emotional evolution describes the process of deploying our 
emotional toolkit in a helpful way. To collaborate peacefully towards Ecological Justice we can 

                                                      
64 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inflation_Reduction_Act_of_2022  
65 https://poemsforparliament.uk/legal the legal case against GDP growth  
66 https://www.footprintnetwork.org/ Global Footprint Network 
67 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natalism  
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retain our diverse cultures, but it will be necessary for all of us to navigate various transitions 
in emotions and attitudes, such as these: 

• Arrogance can evolve into Humility once we accept the reality of ecological collapse, 
recognising the injustice for future generations, and those already unable to subsist 

• Self-interest can evolve into Ubuntu as we accept the need for a mindset that 
recognises our interconnectedness 

• Anxiety can evolve into Resolve to act wisely and collectively 
• Anger can evolve into Empowerment if a suitable mode of expression can be found 
• Hate can evolve into Respect and Understanding given a suitable relearning process  
• Guilt can evolve into Reparation if a route for reparation can be identified 
• Blame can evolve into Forgiveness if reparation is offered, and forgiveness is sought 
• Judgement can evolve into Trust in each other, given enough collective discussion 

and collaboration; altered behaviours from leaders, will be key to inspiring trust  

A collective emotional evolution removes the barriers to socio-economic transformation. 
Raised awareness and anxiety helps us to achieve a higher level of emotional maturity and 
resilience.  With an opened mind, we shall readily re-evaluate every aspect of public and 
private life, hoping to downsize our ecological footprint. Some examples are explored below.   

Educational Institutions 
Our educational priorities will change very rapidly as our climate and environment degrades.  
Higher education will adopt dynamic curricula to enable bright young adults to engage in the 
societal evolution, this empowers them to shape the outcome and their own future.  Less 
entrenched Universities encourage their students to envision the way forward.  Techniques 
such as ‘Participatory Futures’68 and Citizens Assemblies may be helpful with this 
transformation.   

Sir Ken Robinson offered some helpful criticisms of our current formal education system in 
this brief video69; it explains how our formal education system is designed to mould minds 
early on, so that they fit within the modern industrial model. This educational model limits 
our creativity and our ability to question the status quo.  It is very constraining, and unhelpful 
in the current context where profound social change is needed.   

It is important to involve our young adults in decisions made now; because they have been 
denied the chance of a stable climate or ecosystems.  Full awareness and empowerment is 
likely to give rise to a long-term global birth strike; until a time when people can see genuine 
hope for a safe future.  The demand for primary education consequently reduces, as young 
adults take contraceptive measures to protect our unborn from ecological collapse.  

Art, Performance, Story-telling 
Our artistic community have a key role to play in lifting our spirits and raising our courage, as 
awareness grows about the depth and severity of our predicament.  Their skills are key to 
developing emotional maturity and resilience.  However, they may need some help acquiring 

                                                      
68 https://www.nesta.org.uk/project/participatory-futures/  
69 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U Sir Ken Robinson, paradigm shift in Education 
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emotional maturity, for melodrama and too much sentiment are unhelpful at this stage.  We 
shall need to alter our expectations, in order to ensure that our hopes remain realistic.  

Mainstream Media and Social Media  
The media still reflects the trivial concerns of the self-serving growth mindset.  Copious 
column inches are devoted to celebrity culture and frivolous discussions; this reflects the lack 
of awareness in the general public about the threat of global financial collapse caused by 
escalating ecological collapse.  A skilfully delivered public discussion about the issue of 
ecological overshoot, will steer the prevailing complacency and enable the general public to 
understand that GDP growth is driving ecological collapse.  We need a new three R’s in our 
public education: 

 Realisation – everyone needs to be made aware of the chronic condition of global 
ecological overshoot, and to understand that it arises from pursuing GDP growth 
well beyond the limits of our planet. 

 Remorse – all adults need to appreciate the causes and understand the injuries 
inflicted on other life-forms and humans, especially our young - all of whom are now 
likely to face severe obstacles to achieving comfortable subsistence and long-life. 

 Reparation – ideas for reparation should emerge as ‘remorse’ grows, and collapse 
escalates. Especially for those who are affluent, for greater wealth corresponds to 
greater injuries to the Commons70. Some have inflicted these injuries knowingly, while 
others are less aware of the ecological implications of their financial success.   

Religious Organisations 
Religious leaders have the power to resolve the conflict between pronatalism and the need 
to live within the biocapacity of our surroundings; they will need courage and humility in order 
to provide the best guidance for their followers71.  They can also assist our spiritual evolution 
to break the influence of coercive consumerism and the unhelpful pride and envy that are 
associated with financial gain and material acquisitions.  

Commercial Organisations 
The global Ubuntu quality should reach the share-holders of commercial organisations, and 
cause them to reassess what they really hope to gain from their investment. Leaders within 
commerce are advised to encourage the ego to eco leadership transition described in this 
paper.72  This will steer a more open-minded and inclusive collective learning and envisioning 
process as the global community adopts the Degrowth mindset.  The book by Peter Danby 
entitled ‘Awaken the Soul, Release the Spirit’ also offers a means for someone with a modern 
scientific mindset to begin to appreciate the value of spiritual indigenous knowledge.   

Every aspect of existing commerce will need to strive to reinvent itself into a product or 
service which is genuinely needed in the face of climate and ecological collapse. Within any 
commercial organisation this envisioning process needs to be completely open to the 
imaginative ideas.  Maintaining our emotional resilience is essential. For example, if the staff 
feel that they have appropriate talents, a company might reform itself to either teach or 

                                                      
70 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commons  
71 https://overpopulation-project.com/the-moral-imperative-of-depopulation/amp/ Roman Catholic priest 
72 https://poemsforparliament.uk/ego-to-eco  
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perform song, dance, or drama in order to lift everyone’s spirits.  Employees within a 
commercial organisation which finds itself entirely redundant, are still bound together within 
their shared predicament; so they may like to collaborate on finding an entirely new purpose 
which is relevant to the global Degrowth aspiration. 

It is anticipated that governments, wealthy individuals and institutions will co-operate 
globally to provide basic provision for any who find themselves unable to subsist during the 
global transition to equitable Degrowth73.   

Public Services 
There are many aspects of the very bloated public services in developed countries, for which 
the local community could take more responsibility. As the pressure to make a profit in the 
commercial sense decreases, caring for the elderly or infirm within a community is likely to 
have a considerably lower ecological cost than the complex regimes which tight health and 
safety governance currently demands. Such governance will need to be reassessed from the 
ecological perspective, and is likely to be relaxed to reduce eco-costs.   

It is envisaged that local self-rule will be less eco-costly than the elaborate judicial systems 
currently in place in many over-developed countries.    

In the context of a Degrowth society, we would be likely to question the strategies which the 
global community embraced during the COVID pandemic.  We introduced tons of plastic 
pollution in the form of Personal Protection Equipment.  We developed vaccines which served 
only to prolong the lives of the most affluent members of our global community.  Overall our 
COVID strategies highlighted the ecological injustice that dominates our world today. 

In Summary 
The essence of this ‘Roadmap to Ecological Justice’, is the challenge to the two key cultural 
issues which prevent genuine mitigation from climate breakdown and ecological collapse.  
These issues are pronatalism, and coercive consumerism driven by affluence and technology. 
The belief that affluence and technology are solutions is unfounded (I=PAT74); they are both 
tools, which we are using unwisely. Voluntarily minimising our procreation would enable us 
to protect most of our unborn from the escalating dangers. This option, coupled with peaceful 
strategies to minimise our consumption, would offer maximum mitigation globally.  

Accepting the tragedy of the Sixth Mass Extinction requires a level of emotional maturity that 
only very few have reached to date75.  Our media, educators and leaders are still busy 
fabricating false hopes based on affluence and technology; they still work to perpetuate the 
commercial enterprise which is destroying Earth’s ecosystems. The United Nations 
negotiation processes, ‘Conference of Parties’, the COP27 and COP15 in 2022, imply that 
money alone can mitigate the problems of climate breakdown and loss of biodiversity.  
However, ecological collapse causes financial collapse. Genuine mitigation requires much 

                                                      
73 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/fiduciary-funds-for-global-ubuntu-ef4c5eb3e2f1 funding idea 
74 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_%3D_PAT  
75 https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2022/jan/12/more-people-is-the-last-thing-this-planet-needs-
the-men-getting-vasectomies-to-save-the-world  
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wiser use of money. The roadmap offers the basic physiological needs to all those who are 
willing to reject pronatalism; by teaching about global ecological overshoot, and empowering 
everyone to minimise their consumption and to use contraception and help-to-die services. 

The scale of the ecological injustice which exists today, is reflected in the inequality of power 
and financial wealth around the world.   Formal education in the over-developed countries 
perpetuates our problems, it moulds and steers young minds to replicate the same unwise 
behaviour that is exhibited by the older population.  The verses below are part of a poem 
written by Umberto Maturana as a young Chilean schoolboy, for his school teachers: 

Don’t impose on me what you know 
I want to explore the unknown 

And be the source of my own discoveries 
Let the known be my liberation, not my slavery 

 
The world of your truth can be my limitation; 

Your wisdom my negation 
Don’t instruct me, let’s walk together 

Let my richness begin where yours ends 
 

Show that I can stand on your shoulders 
Reveal yourself so that I can be something different. 

~~~ 
 

Our young could help us; but this will not work well if we subject them to the schooling from 
the modern techno-industrial world.  Innate creativity gets extinguished early on when a child 
is disconnected from Nature. Formal schooling takes place within concrete walls, weakening 
our links with Nature; electronic distractions exacerbate that disconnect.  We groom our 
children to be consumers and to be commercially minded.  We lead them to trust that 
academia holds all the answers. Many of us have lost touch with the natural and the spiritual 
world that binds us, we urgently need to reconnect. 

 
INVOCATION 

Perhaps this paper can inspire 
A culture change to light a fire 
In every heart and every mind 

Letting a new truth unwind 
Once everybody feels the same 

Hope is shared, as well as blame 
 

https://poemsforparliament.uk/download-the-pdf/ 
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