
From: Barbara Williams  
Sent: 20 December 2022 10:11 
To: info@botleywest.co.uk 
Cc: Robert Courts MP; Liam Walker District Councillor; West Oxon district councilors:  
Andrew Prosser; Duncan Enright; Lidia Arciszewska; Carl Rylett and Alaa Alyousuf 
 
Subject: Out of the Box Thinking 
 
Dear Botley West Solar Farm Project Managers, 
 
I am a proponent of Ecological Justice and equitable Degrowth.  I see a world trapped in an 
ecocidal way of thinking, which is dictated by our pursuit of GDP growth.  Your plans reflect 
the prevailing lack of imagination on how to address the increasingly complex problems which 
we are creating for ourselves. I am suggesting an alternative project, which requires the 
equitable Degrowth mindset, and which would also address some of the other profound 
problems that our society faces today: 

• Our energy demands are constantly increasing, despite improved efficiencies, energy 
demand continues to increase.  With a Degrowth mindset we would be seeking to 
minimise our energy needs and our population size.  Please note that out-of-the-box 
thinking is essential in order to confound the Jevons paradox, and the insights 
provided in I=PAT.  

• Affluent people spend most of their surplus money on ecologically costly non-
essentials, e.g. foreign holidays, thereby damaging the Commons for everyone.  Even 
investing in stock markets is an ecologically damaging way to hoard money, for stock 
markets are driven by the pursuit of profit, see the legal case against GDP 
growth.  With a Degrowth mindset, we would be encouraged to spend any surplus 
money in ways that regenerate our ecosystems, rather than on unnecessary luxuries, 
or investments in ecologically damaging stock markets. 

• Our cycle paths and public transport are inadequate, this reinforces reliance on the 
environmentally damaging habit of owning a private car.  With a Degrowth mindset 
we would be looking to pool our private resources to tackle this joint problem. 

• Coercive consumerism encourages people to buy things that they don’t need, and 
inhibits their ability to imagine an enjoyable way of life which does not require 
owning a private car.  With a Degrowth mindset all commercial enterprise would be 
scaled down, leaving only those that are focussed on providing essentials for physical 
and emotional wellbeing with a minimum ecological cost.  

 
The COP15 biodiversity conference has recently concluded with an agreement to release 30% 
of the Commons for wildlife by 2030. This latest agreement is likely to generate the same 
complacency effect as the Paris climate agreement in 2015, as people breathe a sigh of relief 
and assume that those in charge will sort out some solutions.  As I explain in this recent talk 
at Witney Blanket Hall, no solutions will be available to any of the issues relating climate and 
ecological collapse until we can grasp the concept of equitable Degrowth.   At the moment 
the affluent world are continuing to ensure that the global climate and ecological collapse 
continues to gather pace unchecked.  
 
The Botley West Solar farm would do nothing to halt the tragic loss of biodiversity which has 
been going on in the British countryside for decades. If we were working towards equitable 
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Degrowth aspirations, then a very different, much more helpful and ambitious type of project 
could be considered.  This will involve encouraging wealthy people to spend their money by 
investing in local and global well-being rather than self-interest. The extra investment would 
could achieve the following: 

• Sponsored solar panels installed on every suitable roof in our locality 
• Car parks, like the Park and Ride areas, could also be used to install suspended solar 

panels, also providing shelter for those underneath.  
• Wide covered cycle paths with adjacent footpaths could be installed to connect all 

our villages, which have solar panels mounted on top.  Using recycled waste 
materials to lay a path more durable that tarmac, there is research into this ongoing 
at the moment.  Providing Protection from the weather for those underneath, and 
distancing these modes of transport from traffic, making the journey more pleasant 
and safe.   

• The delay in the project will allow the next evolution of solar panels to become 
available, Oxford University are investigating Perovskite. 

• Use any spare land for rewilding purposes, perhaps along the lines of Knepp Castle 
estate. 

• Improved emotional wellbeing, as our community combines forces to address the 
tragedy of man-made climate and ecological collapse in a constructive and mutually 
supportive manner. 

 
These ideas are the result of one person thinking within the Degrowth mindset.  How much 
more could be achieved if we were all thinking along such lines?  I have recently been invited 
by the Scientists Warning organisation to submit a science paper to feature in their 
series.  The paper provides a Roadmap to Ecological Justice, it is full of practical advice for 
world leaders; you can read the draft here. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Barbara Williams 
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