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Question 4: 
It is important that we frame our needs in a realistic manner. We also need to appeal to those who 
are at the coal-face of climate and ecological collapse, and are not yet fully trapped in the modern 
techno-industrial mindset, for example the many subsistence farmers in the global South.  

Connection – A sense of belonging and institutions that serve the common good 

My reservations: the word ‘institutions’ is an uninspiring global North concept, and a big part of the 
negative feedback loop that constrains us and prevents our emotional evolution.  I personally feel 
that it is imperative to dismantle many of these institutions; especially those that relate to 
education, health, the judiciary and social care.  In their current form they are hugely expensive both 
financially and ecologically. Instead I recommend that we weave in the proposed Charter for 
Ecological Justice at this point, thus: 

Connection – Share a global aspiration to reduce our ecological impact in order to live equitably 
within the biocapacity of our planet. 

Nature – A restored and safe natural world for all life 

In the current context of escalating climate and ecological collapse ‘safety’ is both an unachievable 
and ill-defined concept.  The most that we can hope to achieve is emotional resilience.  Note that all 
our pronatalist cultural themes are simply not viable or helpful at this point in time. Therefore I 
would reword the framing thus: 

Nature – To recognise and encourage the evolution of ecologically viable diverse life-forms and 
diverse cultures.   

Participation – Citizens are actively engaged in their communities and locally rooted economies 

Indigenous knowledge is extremely valuable.  However, we need to recognise that the changes to 
local climate will often be very rapid and very devastating, rendering the past understanding of local 
ecosystems less relevant.  The following wording will help to encompass the escalation of crises. 

Participation – To evolve the emotional maturity and resilience which will enable us to cope wisely 
with escalating climate and ecological changes. 

Dignity - Everyone has enough to live in comfort, safety and happiness 

Once again ‘safety’ is not something that is ever 100% achievable, and at this point in time it is 
getting increasingly hard to ensure.  Whilst we continue to follow the GDP growth mantra we are 
continually decreasing our chances of a ‘safe’ future; because we are still increasing the levels of 
environmental damage that we daily inflict.  In the wording suggested below, ‘health choices’ refers 
specifically to options relating to birth-control and help-to-die.  The ‘help-to-die’ option should be 
much less controversial in a world where money and material wealth hold far less influence; because 
the likelihood of abusing this service is greatly diminished in the new equitable society that we are 
hoping to realise. The rewording below is much more radical and helpful in steering humanity away 
from the prevailing, and very damaging pronatalism which still prevails even amongst well-educated.   

Dignity – Aspire to globally deliver basic needs, with empowered access to all health choices which 
will assist us to reduce our population size voluntarily.  
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Fairness – Justice in all its dimensions at the heart of economic systems, and the gap between 
richest and poorest is greatly reduced.  

The word ‘Fairness’ is a tricky choice. In order to achieve an ecologically equitable outcome, it will 
feel unfair to anyone who has worked hard to become rich. Also, the suggested framing is very much 
styled to appeal to the MTI, colonial mindset.  A broader more globally inclusive framing would be 
the wording suggested below. 

Ecological Equity – Ratify the Charter for Ecological Justice, as the first step to inspire the global 
realisation and remorse needed for genuine ecological reparations.    

Question 5 – The four P’s 
I would suggest that the four P’s need to directly reflect the 5 needs identified earlier, thus: 

Purpose of the Economy – To deliver the five ‘needs’ that we have identified 

Prevention – Recognition that coercive consumerism and pronatalist themes within any of our 
diverse cultures are not helpful at this dangerous juncture in our evolution. We need to aspire to a) 
voluntarily minimise both consumption and childbirth, b) deploy surplus affluence wisely towards 
achieving sustainability, and c) use technology with great awareness of any ecological overheads.  
This will involve altering our work patterns to minimise our collective environmental impact.    

Predistribution – Using the existing economic structure to afford ‘dignity’ during the transition to 
the emerging civilisation which aspires to be sustainable.   

People-powered – Aspiring to maximum inclusion in decisions and agenda-setting to achieve the 
newly adopted aspirations to achieve voluntary, equitable IPAT Degrowth.  Modern concepts like 
‘Participatory Futures’, ‘Citizens Assemblies’ and ‘Collective Envisioning’ should be helpful to gain 
traction for profound voluntary change in the modern world.    

Note that this article might help the understanding of how to address the challenges presented in 
‘Predistribution’ above.   

Question 6 - How does WEAll provide hope for a Wellbeing Economy 
in your opinion? 
You have successfully engaged society in the 'collective envisioning' process. This process is essential 
to raise awareness of the depth of the environmental damage that is still being caused by decades of 
pursuing GDP growth on a finite planet.  The realisation that we are still travelling in the damaging 
direction of GDP growth, will help everyone dig deep, and imagine the profound social changes that 
are now needed to orientate ourselves towards ecological Degrowth aspirations. 

Question 7 - We developed this table "Old Way vs. The New Way" to 
help illustrate to others what a Wellbeing Economy looks like. 
Resources - Wellbeing Economy Alliance (weall.org) Please see my suggested changes in red 

The current economic system (the “old way”) responds to the common needs of humanity and the 
planet in ways that do not address the heart of problems and do not make life better for all. In fact 
our global problems are getting steadily worse. 

https://poemsforparliament.uk/weall/
https://weall.org/resources#oldwaynewway
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In a Wellbeing Economy (the “new way”), responses would be person-centred geared towards 
salvaging ecosystems and softening ecological collapse. We need to fundamentally rethink all our 
existing institutions because they were all designed to perpetuate the GDP growth mindset.  This is 
an exciting opportunity to break out of the heavy constraints on our thinking.  The education and 
media within our current modern techno-industrial societies is overwhelmingly orientated towards 
perpetuating the exhausting cycle of providing goods and services which result in a financial profit. 
Many of these goods and services are not essential for our survival or our well-being. In fact they are 
frequently linked to a high financial, ecological and emotional cost. 

This table sets out indicative Wellbeing Economy responses to some of the major issue areas that 
decision-makers deal with, and that affect all of our lives. There is inevitable overlap across issue 
areas, so there is some repetition in the table. 

This chart is a work in progress and co-created with suggestions from you since launched in May 
2019! 

‘Please share your suggestions for any additions to this chart’ 

The table below originates from the WEAll proposed Old/New table.  My alterations are in blue; and 
they are extensive.  This is because I have adapted the table to fully reflect the mindset shift 
involved from GDP growth to equitable ecological Degrowth.  To achieve the profound shift 
required, we need to interpret the word ‘economy’ in the broader sense than just a financial model. 
Essentially we need to focus on our ecological budget, and just use money as a bartering tool when 
required. We shall constrain our thinking if we try to define or solve all our recognised problems in 
financial terms. By taking the conversation to a more conceptual level, we shall reveal many more 
options for manoeuvre.  These new manoeuvres will involve emotional maturity, realistic 
expectations and ecological ethics. My two key papers suggesting a Framework for Maximum 
Mitigation, and a roadmap for the Ego to Eco Journey in Leadership and Governance, underpin and 
provide the inspiration for specific ideas expressed in the table overleaf:  

https://poemsforparliament.uk/framework
https://poemsforparliament.uk/framework
https://poemsforparliament.uk/ego-to-eco
BW
person-centered' is too anthropocentric, so I have removed it
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
Arts: Arts commodified and exploited to spur 
consumption and conformity.   
Art often promotes pronatalism and the pursuit 
of profit, with stories very often reflecting our 
consumerist culture and the desire to become 
wealthy or powerful and to have children. 
 
Animated films show a dangerous tendency to 
impose anthropogenic characteristics onto 
animals, thereby misleading youngsters. 
 
Lack of recognition of climate and ecological 
collapse in story-telling.  Unhelpfully fanciful 
techno-solutions suggested.   

Arts: Arts supported as a vital way to build 
emotional maturity, resilience and cultural 
diversity in the face of escalating challenges. 
Arts enabled and empowered to help to tell the 
story as we strive to peacefully alter our 
outlook; in order to quickly and effectively 
transition into an economy which will rapidly 
reduce our global ecological footprint in a way 
that is equitable and in time will become 
sustainable. 
 
Artists employed to help inspire and celebrate 
the collaboration between diverse cultures as 
we learn alternative ways. Smoothing the 
process of aligning our aspirations to shrink our 
impact in an equitable manner, with humour 
and burgeoning insights.  Seeking always to 
maximise the personal strengths of the 
individuals, to afford personal fulfilment in the 
face of challenges and sacrifice.  Song and 
dance are likely to play a key role to break the 
ice and lighten the mood. 
 
Universal Basic Provision to support artists’ 
livelihoods and collaboration. This will help 
everyone re-orientate their time and energy 
towards the shared aspiration of equitable 
ecological Degrowth. 

Use of the Common Good Resources 
The commons are plundered by individual 
companies and people without recognising our 
dependence on biodiversity, or taking any 
responsibility for damaging the habitability of our 
shared environment.  comparable contribution to 
public revenues 

Technological developments and intellectual 
property exploited by private owners without 
comparable recognition of the public investment 
in R&D that underpinned them.  No public 
recognition of the environmental dangers 
associated with the unwise proliferation of 
technology. 

 

Use of the Common Good Resources 
Recognition of the chronic overuse of the 
commons, especially for dumping waste 
products like CO2  and other greenhouse gases. 
 
Recognising the need to share the commons 
equitably, and to urgently reduce our demands 
back within the biocapacity of our planet.  
Use of the commons and benefits from 
technology contribute to citizens wealth fund 

Collective, deliberative management of the 
commons 

Find two or more developed countries who are 
willing to lead the way in apologising to the rest 
of the world for past misjudgement, and unwise 
pursuit of GDP growth.  Ideally they will arrange 
an all-party government to collaborate on the 
challenges of achieving their own equitable 
ecological Degrowth objectives. Declaring the 
intention to enable their own country to aspire to 
once again operate within the biocapacity of its 
borders, as a matter of urgency. 

BW
I think it is more helpful to simply highlight the problems, in an open-minded manner. 

BW
It would be incredibly complicated and unrealistic to try to manage the commons. It is much simpler to follow my suggestion. 
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
Having declared these intentions for 
themselves, these countries will be in a strong 
position to approach the United Nations General 
Assembly asking for all Nations to consider 
ratifying a Charter for Ecological Justice, which 
sets measurable targets for reducing or raising 
ecological footprint per capita until we all reach 
equitable levels.  These levels to be agreed for 
each country, taking into account climatic 
conditions, and the ongoing global overshoot 
crisis, aiming to achieve levels adequate for 
personal fulfilment for everyone.  

We collaborate to live peacefully within the 
biocapacity of our planet.  We recognise that we 
are currently in chronic ecological overshoot; 
and that minimal consumption and procreation 
will soften the ecological collapse that is now 
unfolding.  

The natural environment is valued and 
respected as core shared resource 

 
Climate Crisis and Communities 
Unrealistic expectations from Carbon capture 
and storage. 
Refusal in developed countries to concede that 
extreme weather disasters would both be 
minimised and more manageable by pursuing a 
voluntary policy of minimal procreation and 
minimal consumption.  
 
Low income communities are most affected by 
climate crisis and bear most of the costs 
 
Communities expected to increase their 
resilience, without being empowered in any 
way. 
 
 

Climate Crisis and Communities 
Developed countries to lead the way in 
conceding that we are in an ecological nosedive 
caused by the unwise pursuit of GDP growth.   
 
By having one or two countries lead the way, 
asking their own citizens to aspire to minimal 
procreation and consumption, we can then 
suggest that all countries consider ratifying the 
UN Charter for Ecological Justice  
  
Aspire to incorporate circular economy 
principles in all manufacturing and resource use 
 
Encourage community-based renewable energy 
generation, coupled with community down-
sizing, sharing resources, building conviviality 
and emotional resilience at the same time. 
 
Aspiring to maximum mitigation from the 
climate crisis with noble community 
collaboration, and personal contributions 

Community Empowerment 
 
The empowerment agenda is disabled by focus 
on monetary wealth rather than ecological 
health.  The highly regarded modern STEM 
education, perpetuates the mindset in favour 
of GDP growth.  It endorses non-essential 
consumption, materialism and promotes fairy-

Community Empowerment 
 
Embracing a global ambition to shrink back 
between the biocapacity of our planet, and 
acknowledging the severity of the poly-crises 
that we have already triggered; this will involve 
dismantling the most ecologically costly aspects 
of many of our institutions.  This can be done 

BW
This is not a quantifiable objective, therefore it is not hugely helpful. 
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
tale technical solutions.  It fails to challenge the 
wisdom of pronatalism in the face of ecological 
collapse.  
 
Modern education results in admiration being 
afforded to the current rich and powerful; who 
are then further rewarded by perpetuation of 
this unhelpful mindset.   
 
Democracy is powerless in the face of such 
overwhelming endorsement of the GDP growth 
mindset.  There are no political parties that are 
offering the aspiration to work towards the 
urgently needed equitable ecological 
Degrowth. 

by empowering communities to undertake such 
functions at the local level, whilst accepting 
that we shall need to alter our expectations and 
our priorities in order to achieve this down-
sizing exercise.   
 
By facilitating many essential services at a 
communal and local level, we shall reduce our 
environmental impact, at the same time as 
becoming more resilient to future extremes of 
weather. 
 
Communal deliberation must be inclusive, with 
attention paid to different styles of 
communication.  Communities need to be 
empowered to set their own agendas. Allowing 
a rich and robust style of local self-organisation 
to emerge which leaves the old party politics in 
the past. There needs to be scope for anyone to 
become an eco-leader. 

Economics Education 
Curricula confined to neo-classical approaches 
and narrow focus on theory and models 
No coverage of the fact that the Bank of Nature 
is severely overdrawn and in escalating 
collapse. No acknowledgement of the 
ecological cost of providing goods and services 
 
No recognition of the failure in our fiduciary 
responsibilities, by ignoring the ecological 
degradation that is caused by pursuing GDP 
growth.  
 
Teaching has not been altered to reflect the 
new context, where our climate and ecological 
are now collapsing at an exponential rate.   
 

Economics Education 
We need to develop new specialisms to track 
progress in reducing ecological overshoot 
locally, and monitor the impact of different 
strategies on footprint per capita. This will help 
us monitor our success as we feel our way 
forward with equitable ecological Degrowth 
objectives in mind.  
For the over-developed countries there are 
pluralistic and heterodox curricula on offer; but 
they have not been developed with maximum 
mitigation in mind. 
We experiment with dynamic macro modelling 
and systems perspectives, but these do not yet 
envision global mindset shift to embrace 
equitable ecological Degrowth.  
The reality of exponential climate and 
ecological collapse needs to be widely 
recognised; we cannot afford continued denial 
and delusion.   

Education & Knowledge 
Access is often commercialised and follows 
ability to pay. 
Knowledge is created in systems that are 
reductionist. “Need to know” basis.   
We are unwisely proud of our modern formal 
education system.  This misplaced pride props 
up unrealistic hopes for technical solutions to 
our problems.  It has done much more to 

Education & Knowledge 
We see all human interactions, both between 
ourselves and any interactions with our 
environment and other life-forms as a way to 
learn and understand.  Key insights that need to 
be shared to all ages, are the ongoing climate 
and ecological collapse; which we acknowledge 
has arisen as a consequence of the unwise 
pursuit of GDP growth.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U
BW
We may find it helpful not to use words like democracy here.  We are trying to allow a very different society to emerge, so it is helpful not to allocate names. 

BW
We need to challenge our formal  education at every level 
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
perpetuate the GDP growth mantra than to 
challenge it.   
 
We see education as didactic, a tool to ensure 
that people submit obediently to the demands 
of growing GDP.  

We all need to accept that our future will be 
unlike our past experiences, because of the 
rapid existential changes, and challenges that 
we have now triggered. 
 
Countries and individuals who have been 
financially successful in the past, are invited to 
play a key role in redirecting their resources 
towards the global aspiration to once again sit 
within the biocapacity of the planet.  They will 
need to be made aware of the extent of the 
environmental damage that they have caused, 
in order to be willing to get involved in making 
repairs and reparations.  
 
Media houses and Universities need will get 
involved in the process of collective envisioning 
which will enable the new society to emerge 
from the ashes of our misguided, growth 
obsessed youthful exuberance.  
  

Finance, including investments and access to 
capital 
Short term profit extracted to owners of capital 
as opposed to fair returns for workers and 
suppliers 
‘Financial innovation’ confined to debt-based 
products 
Investments are made without regard to 
environmental implications; as a result fiduciary 
responsibilities are not being met. 
 

Finance, including investments and access to 
capital 
Finance directed to causes that will facilitate 
the following: 

Global awareness of exponential climate and 
ecological collapse 

Global awareness of the need to urgently 
minimise consumption to essentials only. 

Global awareness of the need to minimise 
birth-rates. 

Investment in empowering everyone to have 
access to all the services that will assist us in 
achieving minimal birth-rate 

Offering Universal Basic Provision to anyone 
who is willing to opt for sterilisation.  For those 
who are childless this criteria does not apply 
until after a first conception or birth. This 
should enable people to leave eco-costly jobs, 
and allow the time and the flexibility to work on 
building an ecologically helpful culture.  There 
may be some exemptions to the sterilisation 
clause on the basis of age, but essentially we 
can only afford to offer UBP to people who are 
willing to commit to equitable ecological 
Degrowth by ensuring no more additions to 
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
their family, or limiting their family to one 
conception. 

Funding pollution tidy-up operations, that have 
minimal eco-cost 

Funding eco-restoration projects 

Funding building repurposing, for eco-costly 
communal living, as we downsize our numbers 
and try to return habitat to Nature. 

Funding emotional resilience programs, as 
people learn amend their expectations to fit in 
with global, equitable ecological Degrowth 
aspirations. 

Redirecting public funds, from large public 
institutions into Community Hubs, where 
education, health, social care, judiciaries are all 
self-organised. There will remain some minimal 
reliance on the heavy-duty structure that 
existed before, which will continue to be 
needed on a much smaller scale, possibly 
providing advisory, and teaching services to 
communal hubs as they evolve.  

Food System 
Prices ignore environmental costs of production 
(including transport costs) and do not pay living 
wages to suppliers 
Unhealthy addictive food cheaper than healthy 
food 
 
Small-hold producers are price takers at the 
beck and call of large agricultural complexes 

Food System 
Moving away from industrial agriculture, 
introducing regenerative agriculture where the 
local community hub agrees this to be viable. 
Aspiring to eat food that is in-season, locally 
grown, regenerative and cruelty free. 
Fair value share throughout supply chain 

Plant-based diets more common place 

Fossil Fuels 
Exhaustion of remaining fossil fuel reserves 
seen as viable 
No planning for livelihoods of workers in brown 
fields beyond fossil fuels, leaving communities 
economically stranded 

Fossil Fuels 
Universal Basic Provision, discussed earlier 
under Finance, providing support for brown 
field workers 
Relevant skills directed to establishing 
communal hubs and an ecological Degrowth 
economy with renewable energy.  Community 
hubs self-organise in a manner that minimises 
reliance on fossil fuels.   

Homes and Housing 
Rationed by price, uninsulated and energy 
inefficient, used as investment devices by 
rentiers 

Homes and Housing 
With global ecological Degrowth aspirations, 
we should be able to halt new building almost 
immediately. We can look to repurpose many 
buildings formerly used for retail or tourism, to 
play a role in serving the communal hubs.  
Thereby providing most of the health and social 
care, and judicial services locally.     
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
Communal-housing becomes popular. 
More sustainable properties are deployed, 
whilst others are repurposed or repurposed.  
New-build is minimised because of the high 
carbon-cost of construction. 
 
Publicly and community-owned mixed with 
privately owned 

Intergenerational Justice 
Young people engaged because they are the 
‘future’ on pre-determined agendas 

Young people’s knowledge not recognised as 
valid or counting as much as older experts 

Lack of intergenerational engagement 

 

Intergenerational Justice 
Young people sincerely and authentically 
engaged because they are the ‘now’ 

Benefit of experience of elders may be out of 
date, since we are now in rapidly changing 
climate and environment.  With the exception of 
those indigenous elders who have led 
sustainable societies in the past, or any leaders 
in the emerging ecological Degrowth movement 
for social change.  

Generations work together to analyse and 
discuss problems, re-evaluating the financial 
economy in the light of the global ecological 
budget deficit. 

Intergenerational justice is a major factor in 
decision making processes 

In-work poverty earnings and equality 
In-work tax credits from the state to top up 
inadequate wages 

Large gaps between highest paid and lowest 
paid 

Compensation committees decide remuneration 
rates – vested interests dominate 

 

In-work poverty earnings and equality 
Emphasis on money is removed with the 
introduction of the Universal Basic Provision. 
Most work is public sector, the pursuit of profit is 
no longer considered helpful or desirable, for we 
are all discouraged from spending on non-
essentials.  
 
We are all focussing on salvaging our 
ecosystems, only businesses that serve that 
objective have any justification.  Many people 
operate simply on Universal Basic Provision, if 
they want something extra, for example a new 
kitchen, they approach the communal hub for 
assistance. The community will assess 
priorities, and the importance of that person’s 
contribution. 
Workers owning the business so have a 
guaranteed share of the value created by their 
work 

Wages determined by (or better reflect) social 
value 

Low ratio between highest and lowest paid, 
most, if not all, are paid entirely in UBP, and 
communal awards. 

 
Justice and Defence Justice and Defence 
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
Burgeoning ‘guard economy’ 

Access to justice dependent on ability to pay 
hence unequal and contingent on financial 
resources 

Law of the market dominates, including through 
private ownership of prisons geared to deliver 
shareholder value 

Defence sector has disproportionate 
expenditure, is dominated by spending power 
and can make use of economic conscription 

 

Many judicial matters are delegated to the 
discretion of the communal hub.  The higher 
level institutions can identify cases that are 
relevant to achieving ecological Degrowth 
objectives, and may shelve expensive cases 
deemed unnecessary.  The finance in divorce 
settlements and house-buying will become 
simpler. Plenty of surplus buildings will be 
available, ownership often communal.  
 
As we focus on minimal consumption, financial 
fraud becomes less likely.  The fierce business 
world of coercive consumerism has no place. 
Society now despises all the material luxuries 
which money used to be able to buy, and has 
caused such injuries to our collective futures. 
 
Power is evenly distributed within the communal 
Hub.  Wellbeing of the ecosystem is at the 
centre of the justice system and decision 
making.  Restorative, community-based 
solutions are financed by downsizing the high 
courts, and delegating much of their work. 

Defence resources budget is consistent with the 
Article 26 of the UN Charter which demands 
disarmament and reduced military expenditures 
as a precondition for increased security, 
development, and peace. 

 
Kindness and Compassion 
Dismissed as unimportant or even non-existent 
due to prevailing belief in rational economic man 

Kindness and Compassion 
Recognised as a fundamental aspect of being 
human and nurtured through the nature of work, 
design of public spaces, the nature of 
advertising and education, and narratives about 
human motivations 

Prioritising care and respect for all living beings, 
including animals and nature 

Here’s a challenging out-of-the-box thought for 
readers.  Is owning a pet a form of slavery? A 
pet dog very little no choice about everything 
that happens in his/her life. We do many things 
that affect other lives, without questioning our 
right to do them.  For example owning a fossil-
fuel car which spews CO2 in a shared 
biosphere. What gives us the right to do that, 
and injure everyone’s chances of survival? 

 
Materials Cycle  
Linear: take, make, use, waste 

Planned obsolesce 

Prices unrelated to environmental costs 

Materials Cycle 
Only essential goods are produced, global 
negotiations will be needed to ascertain which 
goods are deemed essential.  Some will 
classified as ‘need to phase out’.  For example 
the privately owned automobile needs to be in 
this ‘phase out’ category; at least until the poly-
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 crises are deemed to be over, which is likely to 

be several hundreds of years. 
  
Circular 

Extended producer responsibility 

Prices of inputs and production reflect true and 
full cost, including environmental impacts 

Local artisans delivering repair and 
remanufacture 

‘Right to repair’ incorporated products from the 
initial design stage 

 
Mental Health 
Medicalisation and emphasis on the individual to 
be more resilient 

Monetisation of our attention by corporate media 
complex, building and preying on vulnerabilities 

 

Mental Health 
The pressure to compete financially and 
materially will be altogether removed.  With 
most people subsisting through the Universal 
Basic Provision.   
 
The community spirit is essential for equitable 
Degrowth, all will be getting involved in the 
decision-making and the evolving society.  Much 
more time available to interact, isolation and 
loneliness less likely.  Many more communal 
activities.  Sharing the responsibility for young 
children within the community, formal education 
much reduced.  
 
Local talent encouraged to provide local 
entertainment, and local creativity. 
  
People enabled to thrive with their basic human 
needs (including autonomy and relatedness) 
met 

Relationship to nature understood and valued 

Fundamental needs are met within society (see 
UBP in first paragraph) 

 
Mental Health in Workplace 
Reliance on individualised coping strategies 
without attending to the nature of work and 
causes of stress 

Employees treated as ‘on-demand’ and 
disposable inputs and a cost to be minimised 

Dominant culture of hierarchy and overwork 

 

Mental Health in Workplace 
Healthier relationship with work: jobs designed 
to deliver autonomy, control and relatedness; 
sense of purpose; and sufficient and secure 
source of income and hours 

Jobs designed with task rotation, ability to see a 
process through, reward reflecting effort 

Many jobs that are currently tightly bound in 
Health & Safety regulations, will be re-
interpreted with a more relaxed regime.  
‘Common Sense’ and judgement will be 
reinstated as satisfactory qualifications to fulfil 
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
many roles within education, health and social 
care, the judiciary and local government.  

 
Mindset 
The dominant mindset is that there is no 
alternative to neoliberal capitalism and business 
as usual 

Mindset 
The dominant mindset is that we urgently need 
to return back within the biocapacity of our 
planet.  Once this objective has been achieved 
there will be the chance of long-term 
sustainability. 
 
Within the aspiration for urgent equitable 
ecological Degrowth, thousands of alternatives 
for designing economies exist – it is in our 
power to design economies differently.  
 
Economies should have human and 
environmental wellbeing as their focus 

Experimentation and innovation is the norm.  
The value of past experience is superimposed 
with the understanding that the Anthropocene 
involves rapid existential changes; which will 
require a more flexible and open-minded 
mindset than the Holocene.   

 
Natural Capital Accounting 
Ecosystem services ignored in corporate 
account keeping 

Natural Capital Accounting 
The global ecological debt which has been 
incurred in recent decades is acknowledged. 
This realisation comes together with the global 
aspiration to redeem that debt rapidly, 
voluntarily and equitably. 
 
Use of ecosystem services appropriately 
counted (may not require assigning a monetary 
figure) 

Recognition of the inherent value of nature, 
beyond the services it provides to human beings 

 
Pharmaceuticals 
Monopolised by large corporations, making 
significant profits 

Insufficient regard for public spending that 
makes research and subsequent commercial 
success possible 

Access to medicine often based on ability to pay 

Patents can restrict access to medications for 
large numbers of people 

Medicalised, downstream treatment orientation 

 

Pharmaceuticals 
Attitudes to healthcare reassessed in the light 
of ecological costs and emotional health.  In our 
ambitious modern healthcare system, often the 
cure can be more traumatic than a natural 
death.  We shall be developing ecological 
ethics, which will provide guidance concerning 
the dilemmas which face health and social care 
workers.  
 
All of the suggestions below are assuming that 
we want big pharmaceuticals to continue their 
work unchecked. This may not fit with newly 
evolved ecological ethics.  
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
 
Profits of pharma companies socialised via 
windfall tax, or distributed in a way that 
recognises the substantial public sector 
research and development on which sector 
depends 

Patents scrutinised and not acting as a block to 
entry or denying healthcare 

Access to medication is not based on 
geography or ability to pay 

Causes of ill-health dealt with upstream, and 
reduced through healthier natural environments 

 
Pollution 
Costs passed onto third parties 

Clean up rather than prevention 

 

Pollution 
The actions suggested below sit well within the 
current economic model.  Neither are 
particularly feasible.  The ecological Degrowth 
mindset will encourage everyone to be 
challenging anything that is polluting our 
commons, so that these actions are voluntarily 
minimised.   
Polluting the commons charged at true prices so 
that producer pays 

Caps on emissions set according to science 

 
Communities and countries will be measuring 
their own progress towards minimising pollution; 
they will also be collaborating to help each other 
with advice, technology or funding to curb 
pollution everywhere. 

Productivity 
Seen as key to economic GDP growth 

Results in pressure on workers to increase pace 
of work rather than supporting care, quality or 
craftsmanship, or questioning the ecological 
footprint or the necessity for the work. 

No heed paid to influence of power within an 
organisation and how this shapes distribution of 
value share nor if more production is itself 
sustainable 

 

Productivity 
The need for any particular goods or service 
needs to be re-evaluated in the light of equitable 
ecological Degrowth aspirations.  It may by that 
some highly popular goods/services are not 
helpful in our current plight, ad simply need to 
stop.   
  
Resource viability in the context of ecosystems 
breakdown is the key consideration, rather than 
labour productivity 

Recognition that in some sectors (such as arts 
and care) labour productivity might lead to sub-
optimal outcomes 

 
Purpose of the Economy 
Boils down to increasing per capita GDP 

Purpose of the Economy 
To try to redeem our ecological debt; by 
inspiring our communities to understand the 
urgent need to achieve this aspiration; and at 
the same time live fulfilled lives.   
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
Providing scope for everyone to get involved in 
imagining a new society that cares about the 
impact it has on its environment.  So that every 
one of us seeks, throughout our lifetime, to 
contribute to ensuring that our children will 
always inherit an ecologically healthy and 
diverse planet. 
   
Holistic measures of progress that encompass 
human and ecological wellbeing, including of 
future generations 

Co-creation of these measures through wide 
public consultation 

 
Retail 
Excessive focus on economies of scale 

Process orientated, the only service is designed 
to secure the transaction 

Automated 

Clinical 

Passive process 

 

Retail 
Bespoke experiences 

Focus on quality of craftsmanship 

Human centric processes, with emphasis on 
connection and engagement, rather than data 
collection   

Designed to work within the biocapacity of our 
planet. Helping people to maximise their life-
experience and become fulfilled in a way that 
does not incur an excessive ecological cost. 

Social Care for the Elderly 
Delivered by expensive, high intervention 
hospitals 

Out of hospital provision outsourced on the 
basis of lowest price delivery 

 

Social Care for the Elderly 
Community provision with sufficient resourcing 
to ensure basic needs are provided, and the 
emotional health and dignity of the patient is 
adequately supported.  
 
Delivered by well-paid professionals whose 
salary reflects the social value of the role or by 
families who have time to undertake this aspect 
of the core economy (because of shorter 
working weeks) This paragraph is reflecting the 
way our current socio-economic structure works 
with remuneration, Universal Basic Provision will 
alter that.   

Includes time in nature – where the care 
recipient is able and willing to enjoy such 
experiences.   

 
Work 
Acute specialization and atomization 

Workers treated as ’just in time inventory’ and a 
cost to be reduced 

Work 
All work needs to, in some way, help towards 
achieving the rapid equitable ecological 
Degrowth, or the transition to that aspiration. 
With regards to arts and culture, they will help 
us to build the necessary emotional resilience 
and maturity.   
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
Extremes of overwork, underwork, 
unemployment and underemployment 

 

The UN Sustainable Development Goals offer a 
more detailed set of aspirations that are all 
worthy, but a few of them need a certain amount 
of reworking to fit the concept equitable 
economic Degrowth.  They in themselves 
inspire many jobs which are worthy aspirations 
within the umbrella of equitable economic 
Degrowth.    

Jobs designed to meet fundamental needs, and 
fit within our shared global aspirations. 

Tasks shared, autonomy devolved, scope to 
follow through 

Workers treated with respect. 

Work shared to allow more economic equality 
and working time reduced to allow other 
activities in employee’s lives 

Remuneration reflects social value (not just 
what ‘Compensation Committees’ decide) and 
employees receive a decent share of the value 
they create 

Less overworking 

There is meaningful, appropriate, sufficient work 
for everyone who wants it 

Person-centred Economic development and 
investment strategies are centered on the global 
aspirations defined by the United Nations ‘Our 
Common Agenda’; which covers the UN Charter 
for Ecological Justice and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (modified) by 2030. 

 
Space and Infrastructure 
Spaces are designed for private interests and 
with private vehicle needs prioritised. 

Public space often commercialised. 

Linear and top-down/elite planning processes. 

 

Space and Infrastructure 
The protection of existing ecosystems is 
prioritised.  The aspiration to relinquish space 
back to Nature is nurtured; as we shrink our own 
habitat requirements, with reduced birth-rates 
and less intrusive end-of-life care.   
 
We ensure that existing spaces, where 
humanity already dominates, is designed for 
community and connections. 

Existing green space within human dominated 
areas, is prioritised and flourishing of nature is 
built into their maintenance, redesign programs.  

Decentralised, participatory planning processes. 

 
Taxation Taxation 
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GDP Growth Equitable Ecological Degrowth 
Taxation is usually just an arbitrary levy placed 
on activities that we actually would like to 
encourage – like honest useful work (PAYE) 
and trade (VAT) investment in green energy 
(business rates) which effectually discourages 
them particularly for small businesses 

Tax things we want to discourage such as 
excessive use of non-renewable natural 
resources, poor use of land (including hoarding 
of it), monopoly rents and don’t tax things we 
want to encourage 
 
The equitable ecological Degrowth society is 
driven by collective aspiration, and facilitated by 
the Universal Basic Provisions.  It involves such 
a huge transition of social behaviour that 
existing tax regimes will take on a completely 
different role; as our collective mindset focusses 
on very different aspirations.   

 

 

Question 8. We created the Wellbeing Messaging guide to help others 
to frame the Wellbeing Economy in their work. 
Wellbeing Economy Messaging Guide.pdf - Google Drive 

See after the answer to Question 9 and overleaf for my suggested revisions.  

Question 9. Stories for Life is a narrative output of ours that aims to 
engage audiences on the Wellbeing Economy in new and unique way. 
Stories for Life – How might our stories help design an Economy in Service to Life? 

Do you find this engaging? Please let us know your thoughts below. 

My vision is so radical, I was sure that there are no examples of the massive mindset shift that I am 
describing.   So I have not read this material. 

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ebYMINmHlayTNUnoIs6l1RghZYBkdrWf/view
https://stories.life/
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Alterations in blue, suggested 
by Barbara Williams 

A Messaging Guide for a 
Wellbeing Economy  

CONTENTS  
1 Core Message 2 Key Messages 3 Framing Principles 4 Key Metaphors 5 

Words that Work 6 Common Attacks 7 How the public think about a wellbeing 
economy  

 

CORE MESSAGE  

Our economy should provide a foundation for everyone to live a good life on a planet with 
healthy ecosystems. We know there will always be challenging times: losing our job, caring for 
a loved one, falling ill - everyone hits bumps in the road. We know that these more 
commonplace challenges are now augmented by threats from global climate and ecological 
collapse. We need an economic system that will minimise the impact of climate and ecological 
breakdown, and enable us to develop the emotional maturity and resilience required to act 
wisely and selflessly in this increasingly unsafe context.    

But right now, our economic system doesn’t help steer us through the challenging times. 
Instead, the system has been designed to fixate on profit and growth, taking us down a 
dangerous and short-sighted path. The impact is clear to see: from a widening gap between the 
rich and poor, to environmental breakdown and the mental health crisis. The current economic 
system is harming us all.  

It doesn’t have to be like this. The pandemic has shown that when we choose to prioritise 
human health and wellbeing, big change can happen. We need economic policies that shelter 
us when it rains and helps us all prosper when the sun is shining. A Wellbeing Economy will 
prioritise Universal Basic Provision to enable everyone to move away from ecologically 
damaging work, as we transform our society to aspire contract back within the biocapacity of our 
planet. It will enable us to spend quality time within our communities and with our families.  

By prioritising our collective emotional health, and the health of our ecosystems, we can 
steer the economy in the right direction and lay a new path to a Wellbeing Economy. 

 

FRAMING PRINCIPLES  
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1 PUT ECOSYSTEMS IN THE PICTURE  
A wellbeing economy is about the emotional health of all humanity, and the health of the 
ecosystems on which they depend. , not of the economy. The metaphorical understanding 
of the economy as a living organism or a naturally occurring state, i.e. a weather condition 
or a sentient being that can be hurt or have its confidence knocked - asserts that the 
economy is outside of our control. It focuses on how we can service or soothe the economy 
itself (and its state) instead of focusing attention on what role we want the economy to play 
and how we can redesign it to play that role effectively. Humanity have been exceeding 
the biocapacity of the planet for well over fifty years.  This is because GDP growth involves 
increasing the three drivers of environmental damage which were identified through 
I=PAT.  We are now seeing many signs of ecological collapse, for example: biodiversity 
loss, pandemics, insecurity with regards to food, water and fuel, civil unrest, increased 
migration, inflation and stagflation.  This because the wellbeing of humanity and all the 
ecosystems which support us, is no longer compatible with growing our Gross Domestic 
Product.     

2 LEAD WITH THE SHARED VALUE OF FULFILMENT.  
Values-led messaging has been proven time and time again to be effective at building 
support and shifting opinion. Research conducted as part of the Framing the Economy 
project suggests that the value of fulfilment makes an explicit argument for thinking about 
a broader set of goods, beyond money, when thinking about the economy. The argument 
is that our focus on profit or growth is a distortion of proper priorities and undermines our 
ability to have fulfilling and meaningful lives.  Suggest that much of the pressure in our 
working lives is unnecessary, driven by the ecologically damaging focus on profit.  

3 TALK ABOUT HOW THE ECONOMY IS DESIGNED AND SHOW THAT CHANGE IS 
POSSIBLE We need to join the dots between policy decisions and outcomes to show how 
the economy has been designed and in doing so build the belief that it can be redesigned. 
Fatalism (the belief that nothing will ever change) is often our biggest obstacle to building 
support. Avoid simply reporting facts about how bad the current situation is: facts alone do 
little to change people’s minds. Our framing needs to provide hope and vision by telling a 
compelling story about how the world could be different. Inspire people to get involved in a 
global collaboration to achieve global ecological equity, and a shared aspiration to shrink 
back within the biocapacity of our planet. 

4 AVOID LANGUAGE THAT CUES THINKING ABOUT THE ECONOMY AS AN ENTITY 
THAT IS OUTSIDE OF HUMAN CONTROL  

Talking about “degrowth” or “post growth” triggers unproductive ways of thinking about the 
economy by shifting focus towards the economy itself and its internal functionings and 
away from its role and the wellbeing of people. It also plays into a host of unhelpful 
naturalistic metaphors of the economy, which imply the economy is outside of human 
control. Once these ways of thinking are active in people’s minds, they block the belief that 
policy decisions and government interventions not focusing on growth have a role to play 
in redesigning the economy for the better.  

4 TALK ABOUT ECOLOGICAL JUSTICE Explain that affluent countries are operating with 
unfairly high ecological footprint. For example the UK operates at three times the biocapacity 
available within its borders.  Explain that we are introducing a new concept of ecological 
ethics.  We are asking questions like:  Is it ecologically ethical for a country to operate 
beyond the biocapacity of it’s borders when there is a severe global ecological deficit?   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_%3D_PAT
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Data from the Global Footprint Network is telling us that we are using Earth’s natural 
resources at almost twice the speed needed for them to regenerate naturally.   

Explain that a child born to impoverished parents in the UK, will still have a high ecological 
footprint. This is despite the parent’s lack of funds; it is because of the high ecological 
footprint associated with the public services and infrastructure in the UK.   Explain that family 
size has much higher ecological implications in an affluent country at the moment.  We hope 
to succeed in lifting everyone out of poverty, and achieving ecological justice so that 
ecological footprint per capita is fairly evenly distributed throughout the globe, to a modest 
level like 2.14 global hectares.  If we achieve this then planning a child will have a similar 
environmental overhead where-ever you live in the world.   

If we aspire to achieve global ecological justice in this way, we shall need to ensure that 
everyone understands the dangers of the huge ecological deficit that we have created. 
Everyone needs to be informed and empowered to make wise choices about family size to 
avoid worsening our predicament.  The UN Charter for Ecological Justice is designed to 
raise awareness about this issue, and to encourage minimal consumption until we return 
within the biocapacity of our planet.  This is a concept called ‘equitable ecological Degrowth’.      

5 METAPHOR: TALK ABOUT THE ECONOMY AS A VEHICLE ON A JOURNEY Talk about 
the economy as a means to facilitate a journey. The economy should be helping us get to 
where we want to go e.g. to arrive at a meaningful life. Research suggests that using the 
metaphor of economic tracks helps people see how the economy structures opportunities, 
and, critically, how this results from the way the economy is designed. 

 

 
WORDS THAT WORK 

Don’t say  
Do say  

De-growth / Post-growth/ Clean 
growth / Green Growth 

A wellbeing economy  
An economy that puts our health and communities 
first 
Ecological Justice 
Ecological Overshoot 
Equitable ecological Degrowth 
 
 

Dependence on GDP growth and 
pursuit of financial profit 

Fixation on GDP growth 
Fixation on profit has meant that money has become an 
end in itself, rather than just a bartering tool.  It is also 
regarded at essential to fix any problems. However 
pursuing profit will always escalate ecological collapse, 
because it is one of the main causes (I=PAT see next 
item).  Therefore we need to deploy existing capital and 
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revenue very cautiously and wisely in a way that will 
prioritise the regeneration of ecosystems.  

‘We don’t talk about I=PAT because it 
is considered too simplistic.’   

 
The sentence above is the official 
explanation that I=PAT is not widely 
shared nowadays.  However, the real 
reason is that, up until recently we 
have not managed to find a method to 
discuss the implications from this 
helpful scientific insight without getting 
into the divisive territory of ‘What shall 
we do about it?’ 
 
The I=PAT equation was derived by a 
group of environmental scientists in 
the 1970s and represented thus: 
Impact = Population * Affluence * 
Technology 

I=PAT is a simplistic representation of the relative 
contributions of Population, Affluence and Technology 
which combine together to cause our total impact on our 
environment. Although this representation is now 
recognised as overly simplistic, this does not detract 
from the fact that this equation correctly identifies the 
three key drivers of human-induced ecological damage.  
Therefore it provides a helpful start point for anyone to 
appreciate why the global pursuit of GDP growth has 
caused chronic biodiversity loss, at rates which justify 
the use of the term ‘Sixth Mass Extinction’. 
 
We urgently need to challenge our pursuit of affluence 
and technology, because neither of them offer solutions 
to the ecological breakdown. It is our unwise overuse of 
both these tools which is causing ecological breakdown.  
Our fixation on profit has become an end in itself, we 
delude ourselves by believing we can invent a technical 
fix.   
 
We also need to raise awareness, and increase 
empowerment regarding well-informed parenting 
choices, and we also need to educate everyone about 
ecological impact of child-bearing. 

Green jobs  Jobs for the future  
Jobs that care for the environment  
Clean Jobs  

List example of jobs, beyond solar panels 
and hard hats e.g. care workers, NHS, 
teachers 
 

In the UK for example we need to re-evaluate every 
aspect of our colossal public services.   
Formal Education – We need to review our formal 
education in a critical light; because it is currently 
playing a key role in preventing the necessary profound 
social changes.  Education teaches us to conform to the 
prevailing mindset, which is governed by the pursuit of 
GDP growth.  We are brought up to respect and admire 
our modern techno-industrial civilisation; this is 
becoming increasingly damaging to our health 
prospects. After decades of disappointment, and ever 
increasing risks, many are still expecting fairy-tale 
technological solutions to materialise.    
 
Universities can lead the way in social reforms by 
involving staff and students in a massive exercise along 
the lines of ‘Participatory Futures’ helping public and 
private organisations to re-evaluate the way that they 
operate with the object to minimise their ecological 
footprint.  
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Democratic Politics – Only an All-Party emergency 
government will be adequate to carry through what is 
needed for equitable ecological Degrowth.  We need to 
be able to collaborate in a mature fashion within one 
country if we are to lead the world in a better direction.    
Religious Institutions – We need to approach religious 
institutions to help us to achieve the emotional 
maturity and resilience to admit how wrong we have 
been when pursuing GDP growth rather than a healthy 
environment.  A great deal of open-minded self-
criticism and emotional evolution will be needed in 
order to achieve maximum mitigation. 
Health and Social care – There is a very high ecological 
cost for some care services which keep alive the very 
frail in the affluent countries.  This practice endangers 
the broader global community because of the 
ecological cost involved.   There is a great deal about 
our approach to the COVID pandemic which was 
unwise and unfair from the ecological perspective.  
Ecological ethics is a whole new concept.  We need to 
ask questions.  Is it right to compromise our children’s 
future with the ecological cost of the care of the elderly 
who would otherwise pass away much sooner?  

Gross Domestic Product  A measure of some people getting richer  
A flawed/outdated way to talk about all of our lives A 

narrow and inaccurate measurement of society 
Example: Oil spill is a boost to the GDP 

Increases all three of the key drivers of 
environmental damage that were identified in the 
simplistic equation I=PAT.   Therefore, increasing 
GDP works in direct opposition to the aspiration to 
become genuinely ecologically sustainable. 

Economic policy  How the economy is programmed/ designed 
Choices made by this government    
Note that the GDP growth economic model is 
perpetuated by our education system and our 
mass media. 

Community wealth building  

Creating a local economy 

Keeping money within your community  
Downsizing public services to the locality as much as 
possible. Altering aspirations and expectations to focus 
on collective emotional health and fulfilment, rather than 
unhelpful aspirations for financial wealth and material 
luxuries. 
Support Integrating local businesses and shops into the 
community structure, protecting them in lean times.   
Where money is spent to help our communities 
thrive 
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Circular economy  Reduce/ reuse/ repurpose your clothes, furniture, 
packaging  
An economy that reuses goods and services and 
ensures nothing is wasted 

Sustainable development  Working to return within the biocapacity of our planet, 
and achieve ecological equity at the same time. 
Working to meet our needs  
Thriving people/economies/communities 

Inclusive economy  An economy that protects the ecosystems that we 
depend upon, and the Commons, and achieves 
ecological equity, is the only economy that works in the 
interests of everyone. 
An economy for everyone  
An economy that is working in the interests of 
everyone 

Regenerative  A society that cares for itself and does not exceed the 
biocapacity of the ecosystems that sustain it.  
Using resources in a way that helps them replenish 

Inclusive growth  Ability for all people to contribute to and benefit 
from economic progress evolution 

 

 

COMMON ATTACKS  

ATTACK: “This will take us back to the stone age.”  
RESPONSE: We all want an economy that can help us make our way through life, get 
us to wherever we need or want to be in the future. A wellbeing economy is a modern 
economy - and is the only means of getting to a place where we all live fulfilled lives 
and can weather life’s challenges. The mindset shift to ecological Degrowth will free us 
from the competitive pressures of modern living. It will inspire communal purpose and 
cohesion. It will give us the opportunity to challenge the value of every aspect of our 
modern lives. It provides an exciting opportunity to break free from routine, and choose 
a new set of priorities which are compatible with allowing Nature to regenerate. We 
shall inspire others to get involved, pooling private resources with public, as we all work 
together to make reparation for the damage that we have inflicted on the natural world, 
and reparation in other parts of the world who are now struggling because of 
ecosystems collapse. From remorse we shall learn emotional resilience, and comfort 
each other as we collaborate to rectify the damage that we have inflicted on our natural 
world.  

ATTACK: “How do we pay for public services?”  
RESPONSE: We need an economy that lays down the tracks to ensure everyone 
can live a full and healthy life. This means fairer taxes on unearned wealth, such as 
property and land and calling on The Bank of England to create new money to enable 
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the government to invest in our communities. We re-evaluate every aspect of public 
service, asking the question ‘Does this fit with the aspiration to achieve maximum 
mitigation from ecological collapse?   Does this fit with the aspiration from the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, once they are modified to reflect equitable 
ecological Degrowth objectives? 

ATTACK: ”You want to put x,y,z out of work?”  
RESPONSE: A well being economy is all about making sure we all have what we need 
to support ourselves and our loved ones in life whilst making sure the way we work is 
good for us and for the planet. So x, y, z will have more stable work with a green job that 
supports them in living a fulfilling life. Key aspects of the transition are downsizing of 
public service to local communities creating many new local jobs, allowing a great deal 
of flexibility for people to choose their preferred direction. Pooling public and private 
money to establish Universal Basic Provision is the most likely route to ensure smooth 
transition into the decentralised way of living.   

ATTACK: “Growth means progress”  
RESPONSE: An economy blindly fixated on growth is not looking at the long-term. If we 
want progress and change we have to steer the economy in a direction where people’s 
livelihoods and wellbeing are prioritised. We need an economy that looks at how we use 
resources, making sure we do so in a way that replenishes what we have and that is 
forward thinking.   We now recognise that aspiring to grow GDP is causing further 
ecological damage to ecosystems which are already fragile.  The I=PAT equation tells 
us that GDP growth is unwise, and the Jevons paradox warns us that improvements in 
energy efficiency only result in greater demand.  We are now seeing the tipping points 
pass with regards to the climate and ecological breakdown, we need to bring in 
emergency measures and think very differently about all our priorities.     

 

HOW THE PUBLIC THINK ABOUT AN ECONOMY BEYOND GDP GROWTH  
 

We need to inspire the public to understand how we can navigate from a society fixated with 
GDP growth, to a society acutely aware that it has been inflicting self-harm for decades and 
now urgently needs to reinvent itself.   To achieve this WEAll.org offer some suggestions to 
our policy makers to initiate the transition from the GDP growth mindset to equitable 
ecological Degrowth. The latest publication from the Club of Rome, recommends profound 
socio-economic shift.  The steps described below will alert the general public to the reality 
that we all need to get involved in that shift:   

• Declare an All-Party Government.  To justify this step, parliament needs to publicly 
recognise that our modern techno-industrial civilisation exacerbates the ongoing 
climate and ecological collapse; in particular the economic model of pursuing GDP 
growth on which it is founded.  Declare the UK to be a Wellbeing Economy 
government.  (Residents in the UK should note that both Scotland and Wales have 
already done this) 

https://www.earth4all.life/book
https://www.gov.scot/groups/wellbeing-economy-governments-wego/
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• Explain that, in order to achieve the profound social changes needed to move away 
from the prevailing economic model, the government calls on all political parties and 
private and public institutions to reassess their current priorities. The re-evaluation is 
required to work towards the common aspiration to peacefully downsize and 
dismantle those aspects of public and private services which are deemed non-
essential in the context of the ongoing climate and environmental emergency, and 
are incurring excessive ecological costs.  

• Release all climate and environmental protestors from jail, with a public apology, for 
not responding to their alarm calls sooner.  Also offer an apology to the rest of the 
world for the fact that we are overusing natural resource and thereby depleting the 
Commons for everyone.  Saying that we hope to rectify this by peaceful and 
profound social change the like of which humanity has never before achieved.  We 
are calling for emotional maturity and resilience from our citizens to collaborate 
peacefully towards the objective of rapid Degrowth in our collective ecological 
impact.  

• Invite all Universities to adapt their operations and their curricula to incorporate the 
Participatory Futures model to facilitate a collective envisioning exercise; in which 
both teachers and staff get involved with equal weight.  The scope of this exercise is 
dynamic and unlimited, as we evolve and experiment on how to collaborate in a way 
that reassesses the value of every aspect of our society. This needs to be done with a 
view to inspire a global aspiration for humanity to live within the biocapacity of the 
planet, in a manner that respects ecological justice.  Our education system is 
currently perpetuating the GDP growth mindset.  We urgently need to develop the 
emotional maturity and resilience required to accept the need for profound 
changes.  (Note - Sir Ken Robinson, sadly deceased, offered some helpful criticisms of 
our current education system in this brief video from the RSA, sadly none of these 
ideas have been acted upon to date) 

• Ensure that the public are educated about the three key drivers of ecological 
damage and the current ecological debt in which we are operating. 

• Look at using fiduciary funding to finance a Universal Basic Provision, to enable 
everyone the flexibility to move away from ecologically damaging jobs. 

• Approach the UN General Assembly asking them to consider endorsing a global 
aspiration to return within the biocapacity of our planet.  This concept was first 
suggested as a ‘UN Charter for Ecological Justice’, which is supplied on page two of 
the Framework for Maximum Mitigation. 

 

Please note that these recommendations are similar to some ideas that the Dutch Footprint 
Network are currently drawing up with a view to inspiring global consensus and mindset 
shift. They hope to launch their initiative early in 2023.  The suggestions above, are being 
considered in their discussions about wording.  The Dutch are leading the way for the world 
in many respects; they have invited Jason Hickel to come and explain to them about the 
concept of Degrowth.  See also this video about ‘Growing thanks to Limits’. 

: 

  

https://foresightprojects.blog.gov.uk/2021/07/26/participatory-futures-integrating-public-voices-in-futures-thinking/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U
https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/fiduciary-funds-for-global-ubuntu-ef4c5eb3e2f1
https://poemsforparliament.uk/framework
https://www.voetafdruk.eu/
https://www.voetafdruk.eu/
https://www.commonsnetwork.org/2022/11/09/commons-network-neemt-deel-aan-conferentie-groeien-ondanks-grenzen-1e-kamer/
https://www.voetafdruk.eu/
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1 There is a high level of public support for prioritising wellbeing  

There is a high level of support for prioritising wellbeing over economic growth among 
Britons. In October 2019, a survey conducted by researchers from Cardiff University 
asking people to prioritise the protection of one social good or service over another in the 
context of finite resources showed that people wanted to allocate twice as many resources 
to the protection of health and wellbeing compared to the increase of economic growth. In 
May 2020, a YouGov poll found approx. 80% of Britons would prefer the government to 
prioritise health and wellbeing over economic growth during the coronavirus crisis and six 
in 10 would still want the government to pursue health and wellbeing ahead of growth after 
the pandemic has subsided.  

2 The public believes that climate change is more important than the economic 
situation  

In October 2019, a survey conducted by researchers from Cardiff University showed that 
23% believe that climate change will be the most important issue facing the UK in the next 
20 years - an increase from 2% in 2016. Only 10% believe that it will be the economic 
situation. The 2019 Eurobarometer shows about the same: 20% thinks that climate is one 
of the two most important issues facing the UK, whereas only 15% 
thinks it is the economic situation. Strikingly, research suggests this concern has gone up 
in 2020 with one report finding that the percentage of people agreeing that climate change 
requires a ‘high’ or ‘very high’ level of priority has risen since 2019.  

3 Growth is considered natural and good  

Research suggests that the term growth uploads two conceptual metaphors of the 
economy: The economy as a living organism and the economy as a machine. The 
metaphors entails a perception of growth as natural and good, being a driving force that 
“moves” the economy “up” and “forward”. Correspondingly the absence of growth is 
perceived as bad.  

4 “Degrowth” is a less positive term  

Research suggests that the term “degrowth” is associated with a less positive 
affective reaction than “post-growth”, “prosperity without growth”, and “green 
growth”. This might relate to the fact that degrowth is a negation of growth, which 
is perceived as natural and good. 

 

Some Background to the suggestions above from ‘Poems for 
Parliament’ 
It is important that we frame our needs in a realistic manner. In order to ensure that WEAll can 
command global appeal, we need to make our message relevant to those who are at the coal-face of 
climate and ecological collapse. We also need to appeal to the many people who are not yet fully 
trapped in the modern techno-industrial mindset, for example the many subsistence farmers in the 
global South who have not had their thinking constrained by our modern education.  These people 
just want to subsist, they have no desire to get financially rich.  This is an unhealthy desire that is 
promoted within the GDP growth mindset.  I have found that the subsistence farmers in Malawi, are 
open to discussing and embracing Degrowth by challenging pronatalism; they are well aware of the 
environmental degradation caused by overpopulation in their local area.  My organisation ‘Poems 
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for Parliament’ provides funds to a Malawi organisation ‘Hope Ministries International’; they have 
made Degrowth a well-known concept within Malawi.   

The Malawi government are addressing their overpopulation problems with a declared policy to 
encourage the availability and access to contraception and other relevant reproductive health 
services. I also finance one environmentalist in Kenya, where I have learned that the situation is very 
different.  Those who have become affluent in Kenya have chosen to invest in bribery and corruption 
to build up political power.  Apparently the most recent election victory was achieved by bribing 
church officials to influence their congregation.  The Kenyans appear to have successfully amplified 
the very worst aspects of methods learned from their colonisers the British, learning how to exploit 
Nature in order to get rich and employ others to do your dirty work.  The usual mantra of ‘female 
education and empowerment’ is not adequate to tackle overpopulation in this scenario.  In essence 
we need to inspire people to choose to counteract the desire to get rich and have children.  I believe 
that this is achievable with adequate awareness of the magnitude of our problems and the 
recognition that our desires need to be redirected.     

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

   

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=787823285618834
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