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Foreword 
Exponential climate and ecological collapse are now unfolding globally.  We believe that the 

symptoms of this collapse, listed below, can be mitigated by applying the advice relating to the 

specific SDGs which are referenced in this paper.   

 Pandemics  

 Resource Wars  

 Food insecurity and energy insecurity  

 Extreme weather events  

 Global Inflation and Stagflation, rise in the cost of living  

 Escalating extinction rates, many Keystone species are now threatened  

 Civil unrest  

 Refugees and economic migrants  

The collapse is caused by humanity exceeding the capacity of Earth’s ecosystems to regenerate. 

This problem is called ‘ecological overshoot1’ which is fully explained in the Preface, along 

with an elaboration on our proposed ‘united purpose’ to eliminate this problem. We urgently 

need to reduce the pressure on our environment in order to recover the equilibrium needed for 

healthy ecosystems.  Environmental scientists recognise that three key drivers of environmental 

damage were successfully identified during the 1970s as population, affluence and technology. 

This insight was expressed through the peer-reviewed I=PAT2 equation. 
 

In this paper, we propose a socio-economic transformation away from the growth mindset 

which has been increasing all these three drivers and injuring our shared home of Life on Earth. 

We introduce a new mindset to equitably reduce our encroachment on wild habitats and our 

exploitation of natural resources. We recommend being guided by the advice of the great 

environmentalist EO Wilson3 by allowing more than 50% of the biocapacity available on Earth 

to be freed up in order for us to contract into a sustainable level of demand on natural resources. 

This is similar to our global environmental impact in the 1950s, but sadly, Earth’s biocapacity 

is now diminishing with climate and ecological collapse at an alarming rate. 

 

This peaceful collaboration towards the united purpose of eliminating overshoot, will open our 

eyes to solutions yet unknown, stretching us to develop experiences which we cannot yet 

conceive, encouraging ever greater exploration, creativity, innovation and respect for Nature.  

In writing this paper, we seek to shine a light forward which unites us all in diversity and in 

adversity. The socio-economic transformation described here aspires to a sustainable, stable 

and equitable economy. The suggestions in this paper urge realistic expectations in order to 

achieve equitable distribution of natural resources, both between our diverse human 

communities, and the other life forms which are so key to restoring Earth’s collapsing ecology. 

We hope that the ideas presented here will help to inspire peaceful global collaboration which 

will evolve our emotional toolkit in ways which will prioritize the vision of caring for our 

common home and all its evolving life-forms with courage, integrity, respect, and resolve.   

 

United Nations Commons Cluster 
https://www.allwinnetwork.net/   

                                                 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecological_overshoot  
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_%3D_PAT  
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half-Earth  

https://www.allwinnetwork.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecological_overshoot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_%3D_PAT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Half-Earth
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Preface 
 

Unity in Diversity will arise from embracing a global aspiration to achieve maximum 

mitigation equitably.  We must collaborate peacefully to restore balance and to achieve the 

healthy environment which is essential to sustain us by eliminating global overshoot. The term 

‘ecological overshoot’ refers to the amount of resources that we use annually which exceed the 

ability of the Earth’s eco-systems to regenerate. The ability of Earth to support life and to 

regenerate is measured as ‘biocapacity’, and consequently this global ability has been steadily 

diminishing with phenomena such as desertification, deforestation and extreme weather events.  

 

Humanity has been exploiting more than 100% of Earth’s biocapacity since the 1970s.  The 

figure below is taken from a brief video4 by an expert in the field, Mathis Wackernagel5. The 

graph below implies that global ecological overshoot probably commenced in the 1950s, if we 

assume 50% of Earth’s biocapacity will be adequate for other life forms to thrive and evolve.   

     

 

We are already seeing involuntary degrowth because of ecological breakdown. Background 

extinction rates are rising, and our life-expectancy is reduced by pandemics, resource wars and 

extreme weather events. Currencies are devaluing and we are seeing global inflation and food 

insecurity. We have identified five Sustainable Development Goals which, when they are 

infused with the unifying aspiration of voluntary and equitable Degrowth, will play a key role 

in minimizing the ongoing climate and ecological breakdown and achieving equitable use of 

natural resources. The voluntary Degrowth ideology has been evolving and gathering 

momentum for decades. The ‘Limits to Growth6’ publication in 1972 raised considerable 

concern at the time, and according to a recent review by KPMG its dire warnings are now 

coming true7.  

                                                 
4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJtrMMa4VOM  
5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathis_Wackernagel author of ‘Ecological Footprint’ 
6 https://www.clubofrome.org/publication/the-limits-to-growth/  
7 https://advisory.kpmg.us/articles/2021/limits-to-growth.html other relevant literature from the evolving 

Degrowth movement: Tim Jackson Post Growth, Jason Hickel Less is More, Kate Raworth Doughnut 

Economics, Jeremy Lent The Web of Meaning, NJ Hagens and DJ White Reality Blind. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJtrMMa4VOM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathis_Wackernagel
https://www.clubofrome.org/publication/the-limits-to-growth/
https://advisory.kpmg.us/articles/2021/limits-to-growth.html
https://un-denial.com/2021/07/17/reality-blind-by-nate-hagens-and-dj-white/comment-page-1/
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In 1995 Herman Daly and Donella Meadows defined criteria8 for authentic sustainability which 

are shown below. We recommend that these be used as guidelines in our work with regard to 

sustainability. 

 Renewable resources shall not be used faster than they can regenerate. 

 Pollution and wastes shall not be put into the environment faster than the 

environment can recycle them or render them harmless. 

 Non-renewable resources shall not be used faster than renewable substitutes (used 

sustainably) can be developed. 

 The human population and the physical capital plant must be kept at levels low 

enough to allow the first 3 conditions to be met. 

 The previous 4 conditions must be met through processes that are democratic and 

equitable enough that people will willingly accept them. 

Gross Domestic Product needs to be replaced with methods that will measure our success 

towards our new objective to eliminate our global ecological overshoot in an equitable, 

peaceful, and rapid fashion.  There are several internationally recognized environmental 

measures that we can draw upon, one is the ecological footprint data which is maintained by 

the Global Footprint Network9. The other main indicator is the model of planetary boundaries 

which is used in the ‘Doughnut Economic model10’ which Kate Raworth suggests can replace 

growth economics. The Doughnut model is only suitable for a sustainable steady-state 

situation. To achieve a sustainable steady-state we shall first need to adopt the Degrowth 

aspiration, until our global ecological overshoot is eliminated. 

 

                                                 
8 https://donellameadows.org/archives/dear-folks-february-24-1995/  
9 https://www.footprintnetwork.org/  
10 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doughnut_(economic_model)  

https://donellameadows.org/archives/dear-folks-february-24-1995/
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doughnut_(economic_model)
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Too often affluent people have used their finances to promote and protect eco-costly luxury 

and leisure goods and services.  These spending priorities come with a considerable global 

ecological cost. Our continually escalating global ecological debt gets repaid with the want and 

suffering experienced in the global community, both present and unborn. The global North has 

been less vulnerable to extreme weather events until recently, although their lifestyles have a 

far greater ecological footprint than that of the poor in the global South; this global inequity 

represents climate and ecological injustice. 

 

For the reasons explained above, most people in the global South have been disempowered and 

endangered far more quickly than those whose lifestyles produce the highest 50% of emissions 

per capita.  Those with per capita emissions in the lowest 50% are experiencing much shorter 

life-expectancies as well as suffering more from extreme weather events.  The graphic shown 

below is constructed using the data in the UNEP emissions gap report from 202011. It shows 

the huge inequity in contribution to the global environmental problems which is taking place 

daily. The gross contribution (average emissions per capita * population size) by those in the 

lowest 50% is represented by the smallest slice of the pie chart in yellow. The main countries 

in this category are in the vicinity of India, South America and Africa excluding South Africa.  

It is this group of very low emitters which is referenced through the expression ‘the global 

South’.     

 

 

 

   

Using our emotional toolkit to create Unity and Address Inequity 
 

We need to reduce our impact on the environment collectively and rapidly in a way which 

makes reparation for this ongoing grave inequity. Nature has practiced sustainable 

development since before time immemorial. She can teach us if we listen to her and respect 

her; she knows how to grow and recover. We urgently need to listen and to give her the 

breathing space to do just that.  There is a vast scope for positive action once we all agree that 

we are in an emergency which requires dramatic changes in our behavior and our 

expectations. We need to be realistic. Crucial tipping points have already passed and yet we 

are still using an inappropriate measure of wellbeing with ‘Gross Domestic Product’. This 

misleading measurement encourages us to increase all the main drivers of environmental 

damage including Population, Affluence, and Technology as mentioned above. 

                                                 
11 https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020  

https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020
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Our Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognizes freedom, justice, and peace as the basis 

of the intrinsic dignity of the equal and inalienable rights of the entire human family. More 

recently Human Rights Council’s Resolution 48/13 of October 8, 2021, recognizes the right to 

a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment. The 'Right to a sustainable environment' is 

unmet for a large number of life-forms, as well as many people, because humanity has been 

exceeding the planetary boundaries and causing global ecological overshoot for decades.  Life 

on Earth will continue to be under threat until humanity lives in harmony with Nature. The 

focus on rapid contraction of ecological overshoot needs to continue until we achieve a 

sustainable level when we can look to using a steady-state model like Doughnut Economics.   

 

At the moment, we are all in considerable danger, but we have a powerful collective resource 

that, as yet, we have not even begun to exploit effectively.  This resource is our emotional 

toolkit.  The concept of Emotional Evolution involves deploying our emotional toolkit in a 

helpful direction. For example, with collective collaboration it should be possible to navigate 

emotional transitions like these: 

 Anxiety can evolve into Resolve to act wisely and collectively 

 Anger can evolve into Empowerment if a suitable mode of expression can be found 

 Hate can evolve into Respect and Understanding given a suitable environment to learn  

 Guilt can evolve into Reparation if an appropriate route for reparation can be identified 

 Blame can evolve into Forgiveness if reparation is offered, and forgiveness is sought 

 Judgement can evolve into Trust in each other given enough collective discussion 

In the context of the profound global socio-economic transformation it will be easier for people 

who have been stuck in the above negative feelings to transform them into the positive 

emotions and actions as described.  For this to happen we all need to be engaged, empowered, 

and made aware that our entire species is under threat. This will enable us to feel powerful 

emotions like those described above and then transform them into socially helpful outcomes. 

For many of us our emotions have been disabled by coercive consumerism, obsessive pursuit 

of profit, electronic amusements, and general information overload. Each of the examples 

above shows how emotions can evolve into constructive action. The actions suggested in this 

paper can help us to engage our emotions and share our love for our common home and the 

desire to protect and prolong Life on Earth in order to inspire the powerful sense of Unity in 

Diversity that we need right now.   

 

The Unity in Diversity which arises from the urgent purpose of constructing a global economy 

which will restore, protect, and maintain what remains of our eco-systems will drive the socio-

economic transformation. We have identified actions within five Sustainable Development 

Goals which will accelerate and facilitate this urgently needed socio-economic transformation. 

The five goals which were considered to be key are as follows: 

 

 SDG4 – Quality Education 

 SDG5 – Gender Equality 

 SDG14 – Life under Water 

 SDG15 – Life on Land 

 SDG17 – Partnerships to achieve the goals 
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Unity (Translation12) 

And when I think of you it is like the noise of many seas,  

like the waves that cross each other. 

When I think of us it is like the clay in the hands of the potter, becoming the mixture that slips 

through his fingers until it falls to the ground and integrates with everything. 

When I think of myself, it is as if the echo of my voice calls you from the other ocean that 

divides us, but when I feel you, the barriers become invisible. 

You are the sky and the clouds, the air I breathe, the roots of the tree that stand firm and 

shelter us under the same shadow. 

You are life, 

You in me, me in you. 

Leidy Depaz.   

Poem written to inspire all who believe in the Unity of Life. 

 

  

                                                 
12 Unidad 

Y cuando pienso en ti es como el ruido de muchos mares,  

como las olas que se cruzan entre sí. 

Cuando pienso en nosotros es como el barro en las manos del alfarero, convirtiéndonos en la mezcla que se desliza entres sus dedos hasta 

caer a la tierra e integrarse con todo. 

Cuando pienso en mí, es como si el eco de mi voz te llamara desde el otro océano que nos divide, pero al sentirte, las barreras se vuelven 

invisibles 

Eres el cielo y las nubes, el aire que respiro, las raíces del árbol que se mantienen firmes y nos cobija bajo la misma sombra. 

Eres la vida, 

Tu en mi, yo en ti. 
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1 Overview  

Overview for SDG4 - Quality Education 

We see Education in the broader sense including all interaction within society such as: media, 

institutions (educational and others), corporations and corporate advertising.  All forms of 

Education will need to get involved in the collective learning and envisioning process which is 

needed for the cultural transformation that is required in order to construct a global economy 

which is focused upon softening the ecological collapse.  This requires a new measure of 

wellbeing to replace Gross Domestic Product, the new measures need to enable us to accurately 

assess whether we are successfully reducing ecological overshoot.  We are calling this broader 

education process ‘collective learning and envisioning’.   

 

Our existing formal Education system in industrialised Nations, free at source, was originally 

designed to provide labour for the industrial revolution13.  In much of our Education today it 

still works to supress the creativity in young minds by instilling a worldview which is rooted 

in the widely embraced model of growth economics, in this way it encourages obedience to the 

prevailing worldview. In this document we offer ideas to radically change the current model. 

Within higher education and within all social interactions we are encouraging all actors to 

challenge and question the purpose of their current aspirations, and to ask themselves whether 

their personal aspirations are helpful in the context of our united purpose to eliminate global 

ecological overshoot and salvage the maximum of what now remains of Life on Earth.  

 

We are at the beginning of a paradigm shift in our socio-economic model as well as our 

Education system, the ideas in this paper are intended to shine a light forward.  It requires 

peaceful, collaborative effort in order to switch from our current tragic trajectory which is 

leading us towards self-destruction, and instead redirect the whole global community onto a 

united path which is focused on achieving maximum mitigation.    

Overview for SDG5 - Gender Equality 

To achieve our unified purpose to restore ecological balance, both men and women will need 

freedom and guidance to participate fully in the purpose of reducing our demands on natural 

resources in an equitable and peaceful fashion. The softer personality traits more commonly 

found in women, who are more often the nurturers of our children, will help to inspire affluent 

couples to use any surplus affluence in ways that will help to restore the ecological balance and 

to make reparation to those who have been disempowered and who have seen their local 

ecosystems over-exploited.     

 

By allowing women increased freedom physically, sexually, and psychologically, men 

worldwide are likely to come to appreciate the emotional support and understanding that can 

be achieved by sharing both responsibilities and pleasures with women. In this way, rather than 

seeking to dominate, men will earn universal respect by working and aspiring together with 

women to ensure the long-term survival of Life on Earth.  Together we can develop our 

emotional resilience to cope with the reality of ecological collapse. The united purpose to 

restore ecological balance will recognize the need for everyone to have access to both 

reproductive and end-of-life health services; this will empower every individual to make 

                                                 
13 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U Paradigm Shift in Education by Sir Ken Robinson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U
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choices that can help their local ecosystems to recover from over-exploitation and over-

population. The section suggests a number of specific ways forward. 

 

Overview for SDG14 - Life below water 
 

Our oceans cover 75% of this planet, they provide the majority of oxygen to life on earth and 

home to many species, including Keystone species. Yet, human activity such as fishing 

practices, dumping toxic substances, use of sonar, unsustainable development and global 

warming continue to degrade our oceans, destroy marine life as well as coastal ecosystems. 

Furthermore, as the CO2 levels rise, more CO2 gets absorbed into the sea causing 

acidification.  All these aspects of ecological overshoot must be remedied urgently in order to 

re-establish balance and stability in our marine ecosystems. 

 

The common threat of the pandemic on the one hand diverted action from dealing with these 

problems and caused economic stress among many making their living off the sea. It has also 

caused many people all over the world to learn to trust and rely upon one another. Where we 

have come together and faced this crisis, sharing diverse viewpoints, we have realized that we 

are all in this together. We have unified as a global community in order to address the safety 

and wellbeing of all. The pandemic has reminded many of us of the power of Nature, and 

underlined the need for us to live in cooperation with Nature and with one another. 

 

Global connections formed through the pandemic raised awareness of the need to change old 

systems, clarified issues, and increased motivation for living a Nature-centred life. Advances 

in the use of technology have created opportunities worldwide such as we have never seen 

before. We now have a global web platform to share information and feedback in order to 

implement creative solutions that benefit all. By uniting with the purpose to rapidly reduce our 

environmental impact globally, we can cooperate in protecting Nature and our natural resources 

as well as supporting continued implementation of, and alignment with, all the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals. Numerous specific actions are recommended within this 

section. 

Overview for SDG15 – Life on Land 

We are totally dependent upon the health of the Earth for our survival. Yet we have been living 

in a manner that is detrimental to the ongoing habitability of the planet. Humans have been 

living as if Earth's resources are inexhaustible, ignoring the impact of unsustainable practices 

that imbalance and poison these ecosystems, and threatening all life including our own. Our 

daily practices, including many of the products we use, poison, and degrade the Earth as well 

as the air and water we need to nourish ourselves. We continue to use toxic and harmful farming 

and land development methods. Above all, we need to be willing to change our personal 

choices so that we consider the collective good for Life on Earth in all matters when we are 

empowered to choose which action to take next.   

 

Living in balance with all life requires a mindset of cooperation integrated into the core of all 

human society; a partnership and an awareness of the profound relationship which we have 

with Nature and with the planet herself. This global care-taking perspective clarifies our goal 

and unites us in one purpose, leading to international agreements and aligned actions to protect 

and restore our natural resources and ecosystems regardless of national and political 

boundaries. It requires honesty, honour, respect, clear communication systems, and mutual 

resolve to sustain life and restore balance and stability for all. All humans need to be keenly 
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aware of the impact that their daily actions have on all life. We need to have unbiased ways to 

evaluate effectiveness, to be able to adjust our actions in order to best achieve the desire to 

benefit all life.  This section suggests specific ways that we can change our approach and 

recommends appropriate actions. 

 

Overview for SDG17 - Partnerships for the goals and Means of 

Implementation 

Using the data about planetary boundaries and ecological footprints will enable us to genuinely 

assess the sustainability of our economy.  The profound socio-economic transformation needed 

would involve identifying how to achieve fulfilled lives with a minimum of ecological impact, 

as we collectively set about to prioritise ecological protection and restoration.  

 

With regards to ‘Methods-of-Implementation’, we are currently at the outset of this socio-

economic paradigm shift. New methods have yet to emerge, possibly from the organisations 

that are suggested in the section.  This will only happen with the help of the ‘collective learning 

and envisioning’ which is described in section 2 concerning Education.  It is the nature of 

paradigm shift that we cannot know what will transpire after we achieve this global shift. The 

necessary methods of implementation have yet to emerge, money is unlikely to continue to 

hold the same power which exists in the prevailing growth economic model which is now 

unravelling.  Therefore this section shares with the reader many organisations that are at the 

leading edge of the movement towards voluntary, equitable Degrowth.  A new equitable social 

structure is already in the process of emerging, and the ‘collective learning and envisioning’ 

concept has already begun within these organisations.  This document will help them to evolve 

rapidly and gain momentum if they choose to use the justifications provided in the Foreword 

and Preface to recommend to their members the value of engaging directly with the emerging 

ideology of voluntary, equitable Degrowth.  In this way they can help to shape the evolution 

of our society into an equitable and sustainable civilisation.  

 

Once a reliable method of assessing sustainability has been widely adopted, the harsh reality 

of global ecological overshoot and the exponential collapse which we are now witnessing will 

help to motivate affluent individuals, organisations and institutions to become leading role-

models, by demonstrating their willingness to make reparation and invest in eco-restoration 

and eco-protection projects.   

 

We are recommending: (ref section 6 and 7) that democratic governments create a cross-party 

emergency government in order to ensure that all parties accept the responsibility for decisions 

involved in implementing new objectives to reduce impact in an equitable fashion until a 

country operates within the biocapacity of its borders. 
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Invocation14 

Perhaps these poems can inspire 

A culture change to light a fire 

In every heart and every mind 

Letting a new truth unwind 

Once everybody feels the same 

Hope is shared as well as blame 

                                                 
14 This Invocation accompanied the 14 poems which were submitted in September 2020 to all the Members of 

Parliament in the United Kingdom (UK). The accompanying text asked the UK Parliament to show leadership at 

the COP26 Climate conference by making the UK the first economy to embrace ecological objectives by 

adopting a voluntary Degrowth ideology.  One of these poems has been chosen to feature at the end of each 

section, in order to enhance our united plea to world leaders. https://poemsforparliament.uk/poems    

 

This paper is intended to unlock the possibilities for 

envisaging a vastly different trajectory to the self-

destructive path that is dictated by growth economics. 

In order to change the system - 

We first need to change ourselves. 

 

https://poemsforparliament.uk/poems
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Building a foundation of Unity in Diversity to implement the whole 2030 Agenda. A means 

to recover from the coronavirus with a focus on SDGs: 4, 5, 14, 15, 17.  

2 SDG4 Quality Education 

The stated goal of SDG4 is to “Ensure inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities 

for all”.  

Much of the modern formal education in the industrialised countries reflects the priorities of 

our modern techno-industrial civilisation: these revolve around using Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics to make money which is necessary to flourish in our modern 

civilisation.  Many current education practices devalue innate wisdom, creativity, and 

innovation; requiring children to accept a false narrative and follow a well-trodden path 

expecting a better destination to be waiting. Technology is then taught as a tool to be used not 

for Nature's greatest protection but rather at the greatest cost to Nature, to enhance simplistic 

monetary ‘profit’.  We fail to profit or to flourish when we disregard the health of the 

ecosystems which are essential for our physical and mental well-being.   

 

In this way our modern Education is failing us, it has disconnected us from Nature. The 

COVID-19 pandemic was a symptom of the ecological collapse which is now accelerating 

exponentially.  The underlying premises, goals, value system and the curriculum of modern 

education has moved away from the communal and natural interactive values experienced 

within most indigenous tribes which took such values as nature-based whole life learning 

systems. Current education practices are tending towards ultimately meaningless pedagogy of 

memorized, testable "broken" facts, disconnected from Nature and real-world practical 

application.  We need a paradigm shift15 in our modern Education system, this section seeks to 

provide some ideas in order to begin that transformation. 

 

Education does not only take place in a classroom or in a lecture hall, but it also takes place 

every day in our social interactions and all our daily experiences.  In the developed world where 

we live in concrete boxes protected from the harsh realities of climate extremes, this collective 

learning is dictated by advertising techniques which are designed to make a profit, and have no 

regard for our reliance on balanced ecosystems to survive.  We need to consciously curb these 

coercive consumer influences which have damaged our judgement and caused us to neglect the 

health of the ecosystems on which we depend.  We need to adopt a different set of priorities 

with lightning speed, by seeing Earth as an exhausted boxer who is unable to leave the ring to 

recover.  

 

A fundamental reform of formal education is called for; authors such as Australian aborigine 

Tyson Yunkaporta (Sand Talk) are revealing the breadth and freedom of indigenous wisdom 

in comparison to the way that modern formal education stifles emotional engagement with 

Nature and restricts our diversity of thought.  Formal education forces children to sit without 

natural movement and exploration and to accept a false narrative which supports the current 

decline of life and ecosystems. We need to be accountable rather than hide from history, and 

                                                 
15 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U Sir Ken Robinson explains the need for a paradigm shift 

in Education 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U
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work together to manifest creative, innovative solutions. This will require us to foster open 

minded curiosity and creativity in education. Examples abound such as: Montessori, who 

founded education that returned to the meaning of the word; to draw out the wisdom of the 

heart. She called for us to "follow the child", to be in sync with their interests and stages of 

development. She emphasized the need for children to explore their environment and learn 

from experience. Rudolf Steiner is another good example: he established Waldorf schools 

which focus upon experiential learning and consider the child's stages of development, and 

offer interaction with Nature.  

 

Education which interacts directly with Nature allows young minds to develop the instinctive 

knowledge with which they are born; this type of education still prevails in many less-

developed countries.  These communities often take joint responsibility for the upbringing of 

the children in the community.  This out-of-school education keeps children in touch with 

Nature and often enables them to flourish and integrate with adults and peers by not obliging 

them to conform to the thought patterns which are typical in modern consumer society. Those 

who have come through schools in developed countries are trapped into a state of compliance 

which involves imposed roles and tasks rather than a heightened sense of engagement, and 

many simply fail to 'fit in' to the constraints of modern life, and this can lead to addictions and 

gun crime.  

 

Developed societies create slaves to a work ethic and consumer pattern which is unnatural and 

unnecessary.  Much of the 'work' and the 'leisure' which drives the economy in the developed 

world comes with extortionately high ecological cost.  

 

The climate and ecological injustice will continue to escalate until we adopt a style of education 

which is dedicated to voluntarily restraining and contracting our demands on Nature in order 

to preserve and restore what remains of our ecosystems.  All affluent adults in every walk of 

life will need the humility to admit to their children that we have gone very wrong, and we 

must resolve to change.  In this way, we might allow every child to identify their personal 

destiny and become emotionally and spiritually fulfilled as much as possible within the 

constraints of the increasing existential challenges arising from the escalating global ecological 

collapse.  To successfully achieve this, it is essential that educators and media do not continue 

to promote unsustainable lifestyles or unrealistic aspirations.  The dominoes are already falling. 

We are at the start of a paradigm shift in our socio-economic model as well as our Education, 

these ideas are intended to shine a light forward.  It requires peaceful, collaborative effort to 

move from this point to achieve maximum mitigation from the mounting existential adversities 

which face our global civilisation.    

2.1.1 SDG4 Collective Learning, Ecological Ethics and Unity of Purpose     

The collaborative learning process required to achieve the emotional maturity to live by 

ecological ethics will need to be undertaken by all institutions and organisations, including 

media and social media and political parties. To build the necessary caring, cooperation and 

community-spirit, staff will need time allocated to interact in a playful and light-hearted fashion 

with their clients, students, readers, or listeners.  Citizens will need the opportunity to 

contribute to an imaginative global exercise which pools intuition, senses and feelings into the 

emotional evolution required to inspire personal choices which aim to achieve maximum 

mitigation from the escalating threats from climate and ecological breakdown. In this way, we 

can focus our combined emotional powers on the urgency of the escalating existential 
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challenges. Many in the global South have faced these challenges for decades, and those in the 

global North have only recently begun to experience them first-hand. 

2.1.2 SDG4 Evolving Curricula in Higher Education 

In Higher Educational institutions much of the curriculum will need to change rapidly in order 

to reflect the existential changes and the changes in global mindset.  Collapse may play out 

extremely rapidly, an undergraduate today will see a very different world three years later and 

they may not even be able to finish their course if civilisation collapses or chooses to move 

away from the existing structure for formal education. The techniques used in Citizens' 

Assemblies16 might offer ideas on how to involve both staff and students in establishing 

dynamic curricula which ensure that students become fully engaged in the social changes which 

will be taking place during their years of study. This will help us to collectively feel our way 

forward, especially since the future will be so unlike our past experience.     

2.1.3 SDG4 Primary and Secondary Education.  

Schooling for younger children could move away from the formalities of larger schools and 

return to simply learning about life by first-hand experience and becoming directly involved 

with the decisions made by adults as communal challenges increase.  Again, if collapse takes 

place very rapidly this arrangement will protect the children from extra trauma as they will be 

accustomed to being involved in the challenges of daily survival from a young age.  

2.1.4 SDG4 Media with Indigenous Wisdom fostering the United Purpose 

When we speak of indigenous wisdom we usually refer to the few remaining pockets of 

hunter/gatherer communities living in balance with their environment.  It is important to 

remember that we are all descendants of that balanced form of subsistence which all our species 

pursued before we evolved into the modern techno-industrialised communities which currently 

dominate. The instincts involved to survive in the hunter/gatherer environment have been 

supressed by the drive of modern education to oblige everyone to ‘fit in’ to the modern techno-

industrial lifestyle, which has erroneously been hailed as an ‘ideal’ for us all.  Despite the drive 

within modern education to ensure that everyone conforms to rigid rules and regulations, our 

hunter/gatherer intuition and basic instincts still manage to survive in some form in many of 

us. These invaluable qualities of ‘common sense’, ‘intuition’ and ‘wisdom’ are difficult to 

quantify and are certainly not measured within our school systems.   

 

Our media needs to learn how to tap into and reawaken that innate indigenous wisdom which 

resides in all people; by finding ways to release the bonds of obedience which are installed by 

the existing formal education system. This is the process needed to enable us all to consider, in 

an open-minded and public fashion, what kind of ecological ethics will be needed to address 

the unfair way which resources are used and distributed at the moment.    

 

In this way the true ecological cost of the widespread non-essential consumption habits can be 

made a subject of interest. Advertising techniques are widely used to encourage people to be 

ecologically wasteful, to buy things or do things which diminish our ecosystems.  Current 

educational systems support the process by encouraging deference to existing social norms 

                                                 
16 https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/committees/climate-assembly-uk/about-citizens-assemblies/  

https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/committees/climate-assembly-uk/about-citizens-assemblies/
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rather than allowing challenges to be made. There are rewards to ‘fitting in’ and being like 

everyone else. Developed countries have disconnected themselves so much from Nature that 

'retail therapy' attempts to fill the gap which it creates in their ability to feel content.  Affluent 

countries suffer from ever increasing mental health issues, addictions, depression, civil unrest, 

and violence.  There is an increasing resort to ‘law’ within the more affluent countries as rich 

people realise that their money cannot protect them from climate and ecological collapse. Laws 

do not work unless the general public are consenting.  There is an increasing gap between what 

the public feel is fair and what the state is trying to impose.  This civil unrest reflects the 

collapse of our dominant civilisation which is based upon the methods of using constraint and 

mass direction, to eliminate novel perspectives and divide and rule. This building fear can be 

translated into positive emotions once we unite in diversity with the common purpose to protect 

Life on Earth. 

 

Education needs to encourage exploration and movement, to reward creativity and innovation, 

and to challenge existing assumptions. We need to support children in developing and 

expressing their unique gifts, encourage them to let their light shine to benefit all life. Valuable 

wisdom can be shared from indigenous knowledge which is still strong in those parts of world 

which have not been overwhelmed by economic growth and the obsessive pursuit of 

profit.  These insights will help us to combine our diverse qualities and perspectives and focus 

on the urgent need to dismantle eco-costly infrastructures and challenge coercive consumer 

culture. Children need to be given the opportunity to connect with Nature and find ways to lead 

fulfilled lives where their ecological impact will be minimal.  Once this opportunity is granted 

in the developed world, the children might well show the teachers how it is possible to evolve 

to appreciate minimalist lifestyles. 

2.1.5 SDG4 Global Reparation with Community-Twinning  

The more affluent amongst us can engage in providing direct reparation by forming bonds with 

communities at the sharp-end of ecological collapse, possibly with whole communities forming 

a bond across the global communication networks.  By sharing experiences of adversity, as the 

challenges escalate, the powerful emotions involved in remorse will increase.  The process of 

learning how to support each other will improve our emotional resilience and mutual 

understanding.  This enables a far more profound understanding of the impact of our personal 

choices on the livelihoods of other people in other parts of the world. This ‘community-

twinning’ might prove to be a helpful way to build sympathy, respect and understanding and 

offer reparation for poor judgement in our past. 

2.1.6 SDG4 United Aspiration for Ecological Justice  

We need to evolve value systems of ‘meaning’ over economies focussed on financial profit. 

Much of our entertainment and addictions are only required to anesthetize internal pain over 

the lack of community, the loss of the Commons, and the lack of meaningful unity or social 

cohesion. Ecological injustice and the harm that results for life on Earth, needs to become 

common knowledge. The proposed UN Charter for Ecological Justice17 would focus 

aspirations in all countries to reduce ecological footprint per capita to the modest levels 

required for personal fulfilment, and would challenge those individuals who currently have a 

high ecological footprint to reassess their personal choices.  The proposed Charter is 

                                                 
17 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe  

https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe
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accompanied with recommendations to us guide through the start of the cultural changes18 

required to initiate the socio-economic transformation which will prioritise healthy ecosystems. 

A key step to measuring the degree of success of this transformation will involve replacing 

misleading and anthropocentric measures of well-being, such as financial profit and Gross 

Domestic Product with available data on ecological overshoot and planetary boundaries.     

2.1.7 SDG4 Measuring Prosperity with Ecological Footprint (EFP) 

The ecological footprint data available from the Global Footprint Network provides an 

appropriate measure of a Nation's health and ecological sustainability. It provides guidance 

about the extent of ecological overshoot in each country.  The idea of replacing Gross Domestic 

Product by EFP (ecological footprint) is more fully explored within the proposal for a UN 

Charter for Ecological Justice. 

2.1.8 SDG4 Addressing the Affluenza arising from Advertising  

Too many affluent people today are living in a state of compliance. These are performing roles 

and tasks for which they were groomed by the Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) education model, coupled with advertising techniques which are widely 

used in mainstream media and social media to encourage adherence to the paradigm of growth 

economics.  These people are slaves to a work ethic that is unnatural and unnecessary.  Too 

many embrace the material luxuries which are accessible to them, to compensate for the 

suppression of their inner undeveloped self. This imposed trap into emotional dependence on 

material luxuries is described by the term 'affluenza'. Consequently, affluent humanity is 

exploiting far more ecological resources than they need.  The ecological collapse which results 

means that the lives of those living directly off the land are increasingly challenging.  Some in 

the affluent world are beginning to be aware of the ecological consequences of their behaviour.  

 

Ecological collapse is an exponential change, whereas humanity so far has been responding 

incrementally in terms of growing awareness.  So far, we are not putting our foot on the brakes 

at all, we are still working within the confines of growth economics.  Profound socio-economic 

transformation involves identifying and adopting the minimum requirements for fulfilled lives 

as we collectively prioritise ecological restoration. Many affluent individuals, organisations 

and institutions can become leading role-models, by demonstrating a willingness to make 

reparation.  The shared purpose of salvaging ecosystems will inspire affluent entities to 

volunteer their money and land to empower communities to use their understanding of local 

ecosystems in order to agree actions which will maximise eco-restoration. This collaboration 

will be emotionally rewarding for all concerned, building relationships which are based on 

mutual respect and understanding and which enable all who are involved to still flourish 

emotionally and spiritually, even though our surrounding context will become increasingly 

challenging.  

2.2 SDG4 Developing Capacities to Build Unity 

By prioritising aspirations for the collective well-being of the biodiversity which enables us to 

thrive, we shall collectively become a constructive force which benefits both humanity and the 

other life-forms with which we share this planet. This requires developing both inner and outer 

capacities to build a voluntary unity of purpose to nurture our environment.  It also requires 

                                                 
18 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/cultural-causes-of-climate-injustice-b59fb7d7f6de  

https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe
https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe
https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/cultural-causes-of-climate-injustice-b59fb7d7f6de
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stable and sustaining development with an early age understanding of our personal inter-

connectedness with all other living beings and the planetary system that unifies us all and 

allows us all to thrive.  This fulfilling early age development cannot be achieved in an 

oppressive society, or one within which the physiological, psychological and sociological 

needs of the child and the adults are not being met. Our physiological needs are food, water, 

warmth, and a sense of security. With ecological collapse, the challenge to meet all these 

physiological needs is increasing.  In these circumstances we need to enhance our emotional 

resilience with a sense of collective purpose and belonging, and a recognition that our 

traditional aspirations for longevity and child-bearing and rearing are unhelpful in the context 

of the present human-induced collapse. 

 

2.2.1 SDG4 Developing our Emotional Intelligence 

In the same way that our physical bodies evolve over time, so does our individual and collective 

emotional intelligence.  Emotional intelligence is our capacity to intuit, sense, feel, empathise 

and sympathise. We are globally in the process of building collective awareness and mutual 

understanding, by sharing our intuition, senses and feeling, and by literally learning far more 

about each other. This is essential for our survival as a species, for we now face very serious 

global problems which are of our own making.  With global electronic communications and 

scientific data, we are empowered to grow our collective awareness and appreciate the 

implications of our personal choices more fully on our environment and on other lives.  It is 

essential that children and young adults have the support of teachers themselves who innately 

embody the ideas and emotional intelligence principles of learning above. A key role of 

education is to foster this global understanding so that each of us is encouraged and empowered 

to choose a role within the global web of life which offers personal fulfilment, whilst aspiring 

to be ecologically sustainable and accepting the current constraints of a world in exponential 

climate and ecological collapse.  This socio-economic transformation will need to offer an 

interlude for adults who have been brought up in the hectic environment of coercive 

consumerism to slow-down and reconnect with Earth and their inner-selves.  

2.2.2 SDG4 Connecting fully with Life on Earth 

Modern Education teaches us to make money to survive in a modern civilisation and enjoy our 

'leisure time'.  These two objectives become destructive when they disregard the health of the 

ecosystems which are essential to our physical and mental well-being. When we integrate these 

same objectives with aspirations for the collective well-being of humanity and the biodiversity 

on which we depend, then they become constructive forces which benefit both humanity and 

the other life-forms with which we share this planet. This requires developing both our inner 

and outer capacities to build a unity that senses others’ suffering.   

 

In the same way that our physical bodies evolve over time, so too does our individual and 

collective emotional intelligence.  We are in the process of building collective awareness and 

mutual understanding, by sharing intuition, senses and feeling.  These are the faculties that are 

required for us to develop fully as individuals and fulfil our personal potential, which is a 

fundamental human right, according to Article 26,2 of the Universal Declaration. They are also 

crucial for us to feel empathy, build strong and mutually rewarding relationships and resolve 

conflicts peacefully; to create communities at all levels and to live in harmony with Nature. 

Where we are enabled to relate fully to whatever comes our way, we develop our individual 

personality and skillset. Where these aspects of the mind are not developed with regard to an 
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aspect of our lives, we may become callous, confused or unfulfilled. Socially this can result in 

intolerance and discrimination: sexism, racism, ageism, etc., and where a person wields 

sufficient power this can lead to significant crimes against humanity. In the context of human-

induced global ecological collapse, nowadays it might even be argued that any wealthy person 

is committing a crime against humanity with the enormous ecological footprint that is 

associated with their wealth. The socio-economic transformation to voluntary Degrowth will 

encourage the affluent to direct surplus money beyond that required for their physiological 

needs in ways that will soften the collapse and make reparation for the injustice caused.    

 

As a species, humankind has exceeded the planetary boundaries that are critical for human 

survival. It is therefore essential that we strive to enable each other to connect fully to any 

ecologically ethical positive experiences that might come our way, and have the backup of 

community support and understanding when individual or collective traumas are directly 

experienced or feared. This principle must lie at the heart of the education and life-long learning 

of all people. 

2.2.3 SDG4 Collaborative Learning to Build Social Unity 

Full development of personalities and unique potential requires collaboration in which all 

participants share the responsibility for decision-making, and benefit equitably from the results. 

This is often referred to as a commons approach, which addresses how people can work 

together for the good of all, whilst recognising the urgent need now, to shrink back within the 

biophysical limits of Nature as fundamental for our shared mutual survival.  At the same time 

there is a need to maintain respect for personal integrity and privacy. Project learning is one 

form that collaborative learning can take. It provides a useful vehicle for implementing the 

SDGs in students' individual lives. If executed in a spirit of mutual support and appreciation, it 

can contribute to an individuals' potential development, as they receive praise from both faculty 

and peers. What is learned through this process can then be brought to bear on an individual 

student's inner development in sessions with their advisors. Project learning can also be used 

to solve problems in the communities where students reside or within their own natural 

environment.  Project-based learning is also a systems' learning approach, which mirrors 

natural ecosystems (which also depend on diversity as a key principle of survival), it also 

reflects how the human child prefers to learn across the fully connected brain. 

 

For such learning to be internalized, and if a shift is to take place in how people relate to one 

another and Nature, a shift must also take place at all levels of education which will affect how 

students and faculties relate to one another, for true student-centred learning requires a 

relationship of trust between students and teachers. All positive human learning demands trust 

and interpersonal communication of care, and without that you cannot create the classroom 

atmosphere of joyful and inclusive learning in which the growing human brain learns best.  The 

innate ‘love of learning’ is key to the socially dependent human brain.  Many student-centred 

learning establishments encourage teachers to support students in their growth by allowing 

students to choose teachers of their own free will and without pressure.  Even better is the 

understanding that all true teachers are themselves constant and life-long learners and the 

children themselves often the best teachers of all.  

2.3 SDG4 The World’s Largest Lesson 

The World’s Largest Lesson has the mission of ensuring that every child in the world grows 

up knowing and caring about the Sustainable Development Goals, and is inspired to take action 
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to help achieve them. For that to happen we need to support children in valuing their innate 

wisdom and connection to Nature. We need to foster creativity and innovation. So far, this 

spark has been ignited in millions of children in over 100 countries, through the commitment 

of educators, civil society organizations, ministries and passionate individuals working across 

sectors19  

The World’s Largest Lesson includes over 30 lesson plans, all of which have been created by 

school-teachers and experts in development education and global citizenship from across the 

world. Different lessons were developed for different age groups, are grouped, and posted 

according to whichever of the 17 SDGs they address, and all include learning objectives20. 

 

The resources include three introductory videos. The first video introduces the idea that we all 

need to live cooperatively together on our one planet earth. The first would be for older students 

and provides a good introduction to what the SDGs are all about, and then briefly tells what 

each of the goals means and is trying to achieve.  Like all existing educational material, we 

shall need to critically re-evaluate the learning material in the light of Degrowth objectives.  

For example the first introductory video includes a claim after 3:20 minutes that humans ‘are 

the most creative creatures ever’. As part of our emotional evolution, we need to learn humility, 

because sadly our creativity is often ecologically destructive, and we need to learn restraint. 

   

The second video includes a humorous take on the need for and value of having a good plan, 

such as the Sustainable Development Goals. It suggests that the ways to contribute to saving 

our environment involve: invention, innovation, and campaign.  In the context of a voluntary 

Degrowth economy, the ways to help soften our impact on the environment become much 

broader and touch everyday personal choices and behaviour. 

 

Finally, the third video is clearly aimed at the affluent global North. The idea behind the 

World’s Largest Lesson is a good one, but the resource material will need to evolve to reflect 

the profound socio-economic transformation which is needed in the affluent world. In 

partnership with UNICEF, the World’s Largest Lesson reaches out through education networks 

around the world to enable children across the world to learn about the SDGs through their 

schools. Awareness is the first step and activation is the next step.  

 

Whole School Approaches to using the World’s Largest Lesson 

Action for the SDGs can start with whole schools as well as at an individual educator and 

student level. The #SchoolsForSDGs campaign by Worldview Education is a global movement 

to exemplify the immense potential power that schools themselves hold in catalysing the 

sustainable development agenda for 203021. Everyone can also become part of the World's 

Largest Lesson Living Archive. You can put yourself on the map and become part of the story 

uniting a generation to change the world by 2030; and upload images or experiences to inspire 

educators around the world.22 The World's Largest Lesson also has a new board game for 

learning about the Global Goals. The purpose of it is to help children understand the SDGs, 

how they impact their lives, and what they can do every day to help and to achieve the 17 goals 

                                                 
19 In English - http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/ 

Other languages - http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/languages 
20 http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/#the-goals 

http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/all-lesson-plans/ 
21 Find out more about whole school actions with these SDG Action toolkits at 

http://cdn.worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/2018/09/SDG-Action-Kit_Final.pdf. 
22 Download it here at http://go-goals.org. 

 

https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/resources/
https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/resource/malala-introducing-the-the-worlds-largest-lesson/
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/languages
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/#the-goals
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/all-lesson-plans/
http://cdn.worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/2018/09/SDG-Action-Kit_Final.pdf
http://go-goals.org/
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by 2030. The game is perfect for reminding students about the Goals during the year, and a 

great activity for students with a spare moment.  

2.4 SDG4 UNESCO Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future  

The Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future program is a multimedia teacher 

education programme published by UNESCO. Its 25 modules provide around 100 hours of 

highly interactive activities designed to enhance the teacher’s understanding of sustainable 

development and related themes. It also helps to develop practical skills for integrating 

sustainable development themes into the school curriculum, and for using the teaching methods 

best suited to the knowledge, values, and citizenship objectives of educating for a sustainable 

future.23 Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future is rooted in a new vision of education, 

a vision that helps students to better understand the world in which they live, addressing the 

complexity and interconnectedness of problems such as poverty, wasteful consumption, 

environmental degradation, urban decay, population growth, health, conflict, and the violation 

of Human Rights that threaten our future. The programme assists teachers to empower young 

people to face such local and global problems with hope and confidence.   

 

There are over 60 million teachers in the world – and each one is a key agent for bringing about 

the changes in lifestyles and systems we need.  Professors, lecturers, and others responsible for 

developing teacher education curricula will find many opportunities for using Teaching and 

Learning for a Sustainable Future in their courses. 

 

For example, as: 

 A stand-alone course on Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future 

 A selection of modules integrated into a stand-alone course on a specific education 

topic 

 A selection of modules integrated into other courses on specific education topics as 

employed as enrichment material 

In all these cases, Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future can be studied on-line or 

from the CD, in class-time, as pre or post-class activities, or as a full e-learning experience. 

Each module in Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future takes approximately 4 hours 

to complete. This provides 100 hours on learning; the amount of time students could generally 

be expected to study in a 10-14-week term or semester course. However, selections and 

groupings of modules can be made to suit local decisions about term/semester length, the 

balance of in-class contact versus independent study in a course, assessment requirements, etc. 

The course and curriculum includes a focus on the following Contemporary Issues:  

 10 Culture & religion for a sustainable future  

 11 Indigenous knowledge & sustainability 

 12 Women & sustainable development 

 13 Population & development 

 14 Understanding world hunger 

                                                 
23 See: UNESCO Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future | Learning and Teaching Sustainability 
 

http://sustainability.edu.au/material/teaching-materials/unesco-teaching-and-learning-sustainable-future/
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 15 Sustainable agriculture 

 16 Sustainable tourism 

 17 Sustainable communities 

 18 Globalization 

 19 Climate change 

As an example, the section on sustainable agriculture examines and includes a range of 

sustainable farming practices and case studies. As such, it develops an understanding of how 

sustainable farming can both enhance food production and ensure that natural resources are 

managed in the best way possible for long-term sustainability, so that everyone can be 

adequately and nutritiously fed without over-exploiting the Earth’s ecosystems. Some of the 

ways in which Teaching, and Learning for a Sustainable Future can be used are illustrated in 

five sample course designs in the ‘Getting Started’ section of the programme. There is also a 

dissemination and training toolbox which includes ways that it can be used to plan workshops 

to facilitate the use of: Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future.24 

2.5 SDG4 TeachSDGs: Connecting Educators of the SDGs 

TeachSDGs25 is a global organization that connects educators working towards the 

achievement of the SDGs, hosts free resources and projects, and conducts advocacy and 

outreach to inform education stakeholders including students, faculties, and parents. The 

organization also regularly trains and certifies TeachSDGs ambassadors, who are then 

available to guide and assist in projects and initiatives in the global community. TeachSDGs 

also enables educators and project providers to connect with local TeachSDGs ambassadors 

who can volunteer their time and knowledge towards assisting various initiatives or projects. 

Others can also apply to become an ambassador for the future.  

2.6 SDG4 Building Social, Economic and Ecological Unity, with Ecovillages  

Community Based and Led Sustainable Development Training Programs.   
Both the Global Ecovillage Network and its sister organization, GAIA Education, offer various 

courses and training programs in support of community based and led development processes. 

For example, Ecovillage Design Education programmes, often referred to as ‘EDEs’, provide 

participants of all ages with the knowledge and practical skills required to design a society 

which uses energy and materials with greater efficiency, distributes wealth fairly and strives to 

eliminate the concept of waste. Participants become change agents and sustainability designers, 

taking active roles in transitioning their existing communities, institutions, and neighbourhoods 

to more sustainable patterns of production and consumption, as well as leading more joyful, 

more meaningful, and healthier lives. EDE programmes are based on the four core dimensions 

of Gaia Education’s Ecovillage Design Curriculum: The Social, Worldview, Ecological and 

Economic dimensions of sustainability. 

 

Since 2006, Gaia Education has successfully supported the delivery of more than 300 

programmes in 50 countries over six continents, reaching over 17,000 students. The EDEs have 

been offered in settings ranging from tribal and traditional communities to intentional 

ecovillages, from urban slums to universities and training centres. The duration of these 

                                                 
24 https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox    
25 http://www.teachsdgs.org  

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/toolbox
http://www.teachsdgs.org/
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programmes is around 125 hours over a full month or just 20 hours in an immersion 

programme.26 

 

Gaia Education’s online programme ‘Design for Sustainability’ provides students with whole 

systems design skills, analytical abilities, and a wide range of methods and practical tools to 

support the redesign of the human presence on Earth - one local community and bioregion at a 

time. Graduates receive a Certificate of Completion in Design for Sustainability and contribute 

to the emergence of diverse regenerative cultures. The yearlong programme has proved 

extremely effective for learning the basic skills of designing and creating a small scale or 

village level regenerative, sustainable community. This 10-month course totals 400 hours of 

study, leading to the Certificate of Completion; however, one can take just one or more of the 

4-dimension courses instead, if that is all that they are primarily interested in.  For more 

information about all the Global Ecovillage Network’s educational programmes and 

activities.27 

2.7 SDG4 Financing Education on a Global Scale 

The UN and its Specialized Agencies can help to make the above forms of education easier to 

finance and implement, by ensuring that potential teachers in each of the above fields, including 

that of direct Nature communication, can attend courses being offered by UN Special Agencies 

in collaboration with those other institutions offering relevant classes at the global level. 

Courses taught via the internet today are reaching tens of thousands of students. National 

Governments can then employ those who have attended the courses offered internationally to 

translate them into their local languages, adapt them to local needs and train others to teach 

them. 

 

  

                                                 
26 https://gaiaeducation.org/ 

  
27 http://ecovillage.org/education 

https://gaiaeducation.org/
http://ecovillage.org/education
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2019 Graduation 

 
My lovely bright young niece 

On her graduation day 

I worry for her future 

But what should I say? 

 

Perhaps the hosting Principal 

Will give a thoughtful speech? 

Old platitudes are all I hear 

Is this all that we can teach? 

 

Why are we so unaware? 

As evidence is mounting 

Have decades of denial 

Made us so bad at counting? 

 

What point in educating 

To learn the same mistakes 

The same consumption patterns? 

Tell the truth for all our sakes  

 
https://poemsforparliament.uk/poems  
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Building a foundation of Unity in Diversity to implement the whole 2030 Agenda. A means 

to recover from the coronavirus with a focus on SDGs: 4, 5, 14, 15, 17.    

3 SDG5 Gender equality 

The stated goal for SDG5 is – ‘Achieve Gender equality and 

empower all women and girls’.  

Our Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognizes freedom, justice, and peace as the basis 

of the intrinsic dignity of the equal and inalienable rights of the entire human family. More 

recently, Human Rights Council’s Resolution 48/13 of October 8, 202128, recognizes the right 

to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment. Humanity has been causing global ecological 

overshoot for decades, so nobody is living in a sustainable situation right now. Global pursuit 

of profit has ignored ecological balance.  Consequently, our development has exceeded the 

biocapacity of our planet for decades. This has resulted in the less-developed world facing the 

reality of chaotic ecological collapse which is primarily caused by the developed world. The 

COVID-19 pandemic, global inflation, and resource wars are all symptoms of global ecological 

collapse, along with the escalating background extinction rates which now threaten Keystone 

species.  Any freedom or peace which has been achieved in the past is increasingly under threat 

in this unstable environment.  In this context we are all increasingly powerless to survive in the 

longer-term.  

The United Nations has reaffirmed the dignity and worth of the human person and the equal 

rights of men and women, and has declared its determination to promote social progress and 

better standards of life in a broader concept of freedom; particularly the development of 

women, physically, sexually, and psychologically; declaring and recognizing that all are equal 

before the law and are entitled without distinction to equal protection by law against any 

incitement to such discrimination. 

Gender equality is not only a fundamental human right but also a necessary foundation for a 

peaceful and sustainable world. There has been progress in recent decades: more girls go to 

school, fewer girls are forced into early marriage, and we see more women holding 

parliamentary and leadership positions. 

Laws are being reformed in order to 

promote gender equality and more 

flexible and mixed-gender collaborative 

leadership. To reduce our impact to 

sustainable levels, all women must be 

empowered to make a meaningful 

contribution in ways other than 

motherhood. The united purpose to 

restore ecological balance will recognize 

the need for everyone to have access to 

reproductive health services; this will 

                                                 
28 Human Rights Council’s Resolution 48/13 of October 8, 202128, https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/289/50/PDF/G2128950.pdf?OpenElement  

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/289/50/PDF/G2128950.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/289/50/PDF/G2128950.pdf?OpenElement
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empower every individual to make parenting choices that will help local ecosystems to recover 

from both over-exploitation and over-population. 

Statistics show that 1 in 5 women and girls aged 15-49 experience physical or sexual violence 

from an intimate partner in any 12 month period. The existential emergencies which we now 

face, combined with humility and resolve to bring about the profound cultural changes to 

achieve maximum mitigation should inspire a global evolution in our emotional maturity, 

mutual respect and unity of purpose. 

3.1 SDG5 Requires a Foundation in Unity  

The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic could reverse the limited progress that had been made 

on gender equality and women's rights. The pandemic exacerbates existing inequalities for 

women and girls in everything from health and the economy to safety and social protection. 

Women carried a disproportionate burden in the response to the virus, as frontline healthcare 

workers and home caregivers. Women's unpaid care work has increased significantly because 

of school closures and the increased needs of older people. Women are also more affected by 

the economic impacts of COVID-19, as they dominate the insecure labor markets, especially 

agriculture. Nearly 60 percent of women work in the informal economy, putting them at higher 

risk of falling into poverty. Emerging data show that since the outbreak of the pandemic, 

violence against women and girls, and in particular domestic violence, has intensified.  

To achieve unity, both men and women need the freedom to be fully involved in the purpose 

of reducing our demands on natural resources equitably and peacefully in order to soften the 

ecological collapse which is now unfolding. This united purpose will inspire affluent people to 

use any surplus affluence in ways which will either help to restore and protect the ecological 

balance or to make reparation to those who are no longer able to subsist directly from local 

natural resources. In less developed countries, people have often been driven off the land when 

their local ecosystems have been changed and exploited by foreign companies to supply the 

developed world with non-essential products such as palm oil, tea, coffee, chocolate, tobacco, 

and sugar. This environmentally damaging culture is promoted by the coercive consumerism 

which has entrapped both men and women in the developed world. 

3.2 SDG5 Strengthening Man-Woman Relationships to promote Unity 

Men and women, rich and poor, are all under pressure for very different reasons. Families in 

less developed countries, where lifestyles require being self-sufficient and living off the land, 

are struggling to maintain their traditional ways of life in the face of escalating ecological 

collapse. Affluent families are increasingly challenged to maintain the hectic lifestyles which 

are demanded by coercive consumerism and an educational system which instills a detachment 

from Nature at an early age. The COVID pandemic arrived as a peaceful interlude for some 

affluent individuals, making them aware how unnecessary some pursuits were and caused 

many to resign from stressful jobs. Many people in very different circumstances are feeling 

increasingly insecure and anxious about their futures as global awareness grows of the dire 

consequences of global climate and ecological collapse. 
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Tyson Yunkaporta's book 'Sand Talk’, provides a helpful explanation of how the modern 

relationship between men and women underlies our enslavement to the global economic system 

which dominates our lives and destroys our ecosystems, he comments: 'There is no way men 

would submit to the work that we do without the need to attract and then support our women, 

or worse, without the promise of being able to dominate them by accumulating capital and 

forcing them into dependency. Ninety percent of the world's wealth is owned by men’. 

Success in today's business structure generally requires ruthless qualities. As ecological 

collapse unfolds, all human and non-human actors are increasingly threatened with extinction 

due to corporate acumen's current global disregard for ecological balance. Every profit-seeking 

strategy for Covid recovery will worsen the ecological imbalance that already exists.  For 

collective survival it will be necessary to collectively focus on the purpose of eliminating our 

global ecological excess, this requires emotions that in the past have been considered 

'weaknesses' in the business world. Tenderness, empathy, and nurturing qualities must 

overcome the ruthless pursuit of profit to begin to heal the dangerous power imbalance that 

currently operates between humanity and the natural world and between men over women's 

decision-making abilities. 

All humanity must free itself from the limitations imposed by modern society, in order to find 

its full range of expression and maximize collective commitment, based upon oneness and the 

urgent socio-economic transformation which will focus on the protection and restoration of our 

ecosystems. With men and women collaborating closely to soften the collapse, mutual respect 

will grow. Our collective resolve to support each other and the evolutionary life cycle of Earth 

will encourage social qualities which will strengthen the capacities of every individual. 

3.3 SDG5 Individual Realization fosters Unity in Diversity 

For humanity to survive mounting existential crises, we urgently need to allow the contribution 

of all individuals to be maximized in ways that satisfy them emotionally, psychologically, and 

spiritually whilst causing minimal environmental impact. Different personal qualities are 

appropriate in different contexts. A quality that is a strength in one context can become a 

weakness. The tendency of men to physically defend both the family and Nation can be 

unhelpful in the current global context of ecological collapse.  Our current predicament needs 

collaboration on a global scale.  Within the family unit, dominance and control are best replaced 

by mutual respect and joint decision-making between parents, children, and the extended 

family within the community. In many cultures, women have very little say in decision-making, 

including decisions about family size. If men are the sole decision-makers they will give in to 

their inclinations to go to war, this will greatly reduce our collective chances of saving 

ecosystems. Furthermore, our basic instinct to procreate does nothing to alleviate ecological 

collapse. Our collective learning process must help us translate our fears into peaceful global 

collaborative mitigation strategies. 

For successful eco-restoration it is best to devolve power and decision-making to small 

communities and the individual. Well-informed and empowered free choice will play the most 

powerful role in this context. When responsibility for the outcome is localized and shared in 

this way, the sense of purpose and resolve is magnified. Every individual of mental capacity, 

regardless of gender, must be sufficiently informed and empowered to re-evaluate their 

personal ambitions in the context of the escalating ecological collapse. 
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3.4 Achieving SDG5 in Unity with Nature 

A united effort to counteract global ecological collapse will require overcoming the errors of 

judgment and differences of the past. Harnessing our imaginations and our rich cultural and 

intellectual heritage should allow humanity to evolve into very different behaviors that will 

support each other in practical and emotional ways. This emotional evolution will deepen our 

bonds with Nature, and allow for personal fulfillment as we work to redeem ourselves from 

past errors in judgment and enjoy the interconnectedness and mutual respect that comes from 

making amends. Together we will learn to care deeply about the past damage inflicted on our 

ecosystems, and the suffering of those left powerless as Nature was devastatingly exploited. 

This awareness will galvanize our collective determination to become more ecologically wise 

as a global community. Such awareness has been achieved in the past in isolated indigenous 

communities, so we know we are capable of this mindset. This socioeconomic transformation 

will give rise to new ways of being emotionally fulfilled whilst contributing to the joint purpose 

of saving our ecosystems. Rather than compete for profit, we will compete to nurture Nature 

and biodiversity into a healthy recovery phase. 

For indigenous communities who live off 

the land and are now experiencing 

extreme weather conditions that prevent 

ancient farming methods from working 

effectively, emotional stress is already 

mounting as they see the landscape 

change and their ability to survive 

diminishes. Women and girls have an 

important role in indigenous communities 

regarding intergenerational transmission 

of their spiritual traditions, the history of 

their peoples, their philosophy, and the 

defense of land, territory, and natural 

resources. Much of the cultural heritage of 

the indigenous communities, including the knowledge of medicine, the properties of plants, 

seeds, and medicinal herbs; what animal life provides, oral traditions, and designs that are 

applied in visual arts, ceramics, and textiles that include ancestral symbols has been preserved 

thanks to the efforts of women29. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
29 La participación de las mujeres indígenas en la conservación del patrimonio cultural, Comité de América 

Latina y el Caribe para la Defensa de los Derechos de las Mujeres (CLADEM) 

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/CulturalHeritage/CLADEM_sp.pd

f  

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/CulturalHeritage/CLADEM_sp.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/CulturalHeritage/CLADEM_sp.pdf


Unity in Diversity to implement the whole 2030 Agenda 

30 June 2022  UN Commons Cluster – Final version  Page 30 of 66 

3.5 SDG5 Women Leading the Fight on Climate Change 

After leading a non-profit organization 

dedicated to climate change for eight years, 

Christiana Figueres30 took the leadership of 

the UNFCCC, the body responsible for 

international negotiations on climate change, 

at the lowest point of the agency. Just five 

months earlier, the world failed to reach an 

agreement at the 2009 Copenhagen summit. 

She injected a unique sense of optimism, 

trying to get the talks out of what she calls 

"the political trash can." It worked: Figueres 

successfully led world leaders to reach the 

Paris Agreement in 2015. Together with other women involved in the negotiations, she 

managed to shed important light on the gender dimension of climate change. 

 

Sunni Narain31 

With regards to women in advocacy roles, an 

environmental policy researcher since 1982 

has won awards for her work on topics ranging 

from rainwater harvesting to tiger conservation 

to air pollution mitigation. Sunita Narain 

focuses her work on minority voices from the 

Global South on climate change, with a focus 

on gender inclusion and clean energy 

development. 

 

 

3.6 SDG5 Building New Socio-economic Unity in Diversity 

The crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated the great challenges we have 

as societies, making gender inequalities more evident: women are the most affected by the 

increase in unemployment, poverty, and the overload of unpaid care. Women are losing their 

jobs at a much greater rate than men. The unemployment rate for women in the Latin America 

and the Caribbean region will be 15.2% - almost 6 percentage points higher than in 2019 (see 

ECLAC/ILO 2020 and unemployment projections). Domestic work accounts for between 

14.3% and 10.5% of women's employment in the region and more than 77.5% operate in the 

informal sector. This means that a significant number of women work in precarious conditions 

                                                 
30 Photo: UNclimatechange 
31 Source: Center for Science and Environment. 
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and without access to social protection.32 Therefore, we recommend that all organizations, 

institutions, etc. consider reorganizing their operations to return to the integral role effectively. 

In this way, both the income and the responsibilities for the success or failure of the company 

are distributed more evenly. 

Some countries have legislation to ensure equal pay for women. In the context of climate and 

ecological collapse, it is ecologically unethical to continue the current injustice whereby one 

rich person can have a hugely damaging ecological footprint for which everyone has to pay the 

consequences. It could be argued that in the context of escalating ecological collapse, everyone 

is entitled to an income to cover their basic needs and nothing more. 

According to ILO33 estimates, 70.4% of 

domestic workers are affected by quarantine 

measures, due to a decrease in economic 

activity, unemployment34, reduction in 

hours, or loss of wages. This is due, among 

other reasons, to the precarious employment 

situation that this sector experiences, 

characterized by low wages and lack of 

social benefits for their survival and the 

support of their families in the face of layoffs 

or reduced income. 

Equal pay is widely considered to be a 

solution to discrimination based on sex and is one of the most important ways to resolve this 

situation and achieve gender equality; this is a matter of justice based upon a fundamental 

human right. Women and men should receive the same pay for work that is the same or similar. 

It is estimated that the average wage gap, expressed as a percentage of men's wages, is 23%: 

in other words, women earn an average of 77% compared to men. Whilst this gap is slowly 

closing, at current rates it will take until at least 2086 to achieve equal pay around the world.35  

Ecological collapse may enable the possibility of introducing a Universal Basic Income to 

cover basic needs for everyone and to address the ecological injustice of wealth distribution 

which exists now, by pooling surplus income for the common good. This would also help to 

overcome gender discrimination. Due to the different biological and social roles that men and 

women play, men are often seen as the planners and action specialists, and women are seen as 

the caretakers using their receptive, intuitive, sensitive, and sensory capacities. Neither men 

nor women should be constrained by culture, their personal strengths need to be allowed to 

fully develop, especially as the demand for parenting skills will decrease during the long period 

of voluntary Degrowth until we eliminate our global ecological overshoot. 

                                                 
32 UN Women, Americas and the Caribbean; The Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Women in Latin America 

and the Caribbean; https://lac.unwomen.org/en/digiteca/publicaciones/2020/06/trabajadoras-del-hogar-frente-a-

la-crisis-por-covid-19#view  
33 International Labour Organization; https://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm   
34 Photo: UN Women/Andy Ritcher. 

35 International Labour Organization, ILO, tackling sex discrimination trough pay equity.  

https://www.ilo.org/infostories/en-GB/Stories/discrimination/tackling-sex-discrimination-through-pay-equity  

https://lac.unwomen.org/en/digiteca/publicaciones/2020/06/trabajadoras-del-hogar-frente-a-la-crisis-por-covid-19
https://lac.unwomen.org/en/digiteca/publicaciones/2020/06/trabajadoras-del-hogar-frente-a-la-crisis-por-covid-19
https://lac.unwomen.org/en/digiteca/publicaciones/2020/06/trabajadoras-del-hogar-frente-a-la-crisis-por-covid-19
https://lac.unwomen.org/en/digiteca/publicaciones/2020/06/trabajadoras-del-hogar-frente-a-la-crisis-por-covid-19#view
https://lac.unwomen.org/en/digiteca/publicaciones/2020/06/trabajadoras-del-hogar-frente-a-la-crisis-por-covid-19#view
https://www.ilo.org/global/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/infostories/en-GB/Stories/discrimination/tackling-sex-discrimination-through-pay-equity
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3.7 SDG5 Closing the Gender Equality Gap for all Women and Girls 

The following actions can contribute to closing the gender inequality gap for all women and 

girls. 

1. Recognize the importance of encouraging diversity of gender related qualities. 

2. Organize informal mixed-gender groups, in which members switch positions so that 

everyone develops an understanding and respect for the different perspectives of each 

gender. 

3. Incorporate role-playing activities in schools, organizations, and corporations so that 

each gender becomes sensitive to the experiences of the other. 

4. Educate, through both formal education and the media and various forms of sports and 

entertainment, about the essential purpose of gender differences at the biological level, 

emphasizing that these do not necessarily extend to other contexts. 

5. Foster understanding and appreciation for the uniqueness of people who have some 

physical characteristics from both genders. 

6. Organize informal mixed-gender groups, in which members switch positions so that 

everyone develops an understanding and respect for the different perspectives of each 

gender. 

7. Incorporate role-playing activities in schools, organizations, and corporations so that 

each gender becomes sensitive to the experiences of the other. 

8. Implement the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 26 (2), through the 

development of the human personality in its entirety, both legislatively and through the 

curricula of all formal educational institutions. This will empower girls and women in 

their relationship with men and boys, and minimize the instances where men forcibly 

subjugate women.   

9. Encourage inner development of our faculties, including intuition; this is the human 

umbilical cord that connects everyone with Nature and the ability to be aware of 

feelings both in ourselves and in others. 

10. Develop skills in peaceful assertiveness and train in the individually chosen profession. 

11. Develop forms of education that encourage intuition, for example reflection and 

meditation which open the receptive aspects of the mind. 

12. Offer artistic activities that give people a sense of fulfillment and involve both genders 

in the generation of creative projects to encourage innovative thinking and new 

perspectives. 

13. Learn through socially relevant group projects that encourage people to act according 

to their strengths, becoming team players and working for the betterment of society. 

14. Teach how to communicate with Nature with self-awareness and deep listening to what 

Nature wants to communicate, in order to develop harmony with the natural order. 

15. Foster education and experiences that connect humans with Nature. 

16. Model respect for the interconnectedness of all life. 

17. Develop programs that value all forms of life. 

18. Teach discernment by balancing respect for others with your own needs. 

19. Develop a curriculum that teaches:  

o The ability to balance gentleness and acceptance with strength. 

o The distinction between aggression and assertiveness. 

o The courage to welcome each new being with curiosity and wonder. 
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20. Create education, policies, entertainment, and technology that empower people to 

share their unique gifts with the world regardless of gender. 

Accelerating the Above Actions 

Although all the above actions are used widely, traditional educational establishments often 

lack the staff with the necessary level of personal and professional development.  The ideas 

below should help to streamline the educational process: 

1. UNESCO develops the relevant training programs and curricula at the international 

level. These are as far as possible online with personal tutoring included. 

2. Each Nation sends several professionals to attend the relevant UNESCO programmes. 

As a part of the curriculum, they are required to provide supervised training to peers 

and later, once proficiency has been reached, to teachers from diverse language/cultural 

regions of their respective countries, so that the learning is gradually included at more 

local levels. 

3. As learners gain proficiency themselves, they translate curricula into their respective 

languages and cultures and language groups in their countries. 

4. The teachers in each of the cultural and language regions of a country introduce what 

they have learned to the curricula in local schools. 

5. The UNESCO Training is ongoing in order to enable anyone to constantly update their 

skills, and new learners to join so that these teachings can constantly be passed along. 

Learners at all levels can attend UNESCO online courses. 

6. Until there is universal access to the Internet, local UN Agencies can make their internet 

connections available for a local teacher training about Gender Equality. 

3.8 SDG5 Conclusions 

In order to build social and economic unity in diversity and eliminate ecological overshoot we 

need to shoulder the responsibility collectively.  This involves peaceful collaboration between 

countries, between individuals and especially between men and women. Discrimination of any 

variety is unhelpful, but gender discrimination is specifically preventing the evolution of our 

collective emotional maturity. Whilst male domination prevails, our softer and more feminine 

nurturing qualities will be overruled and suppressed. Ideally our different social and biological 

strengths need to be blended with balanced mutual respect to maximize our chances of survival. 

We need to integrate the planning and action skills in which men so often excel closely together 

with the skills in caretaking in which women are usually the more skillful with their enhanced 

receptive, intuitive, sensitive, sensory capacities. 

All the power differences that prevail in our growth-orientated current society are increasingly 

extreme and damaging, especially where male decision-making dominates over the women’s 

softer and more forgiving approach. In much of global society men are viewed with greater 

regard than women; this applies across socioeconomic, religious, cultural, and psychological 

structures. The more that men and women who do not display the stereotypical alpha male 

traits are undervalued during their unique personal development, the more the family, the 

community, the nation, and the human species, as well as Nature itself, will suffer. Given their 

biological gender role, women often exhibit qualities such as openness, nurturing, and the need 

to foster connection and cohesion. While these attributes exist in both women and men, they 

have been devalued and lost to some degree in both genders. We all need to recognize the value 
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of our primitive connection with Nature and the urgent need to regenerate this connection by 

learning humility and seeking to recover our primitive intuition and wisdom.   

With the loss of what were considered feminine characteristics, the cohesion between all people 

has diminished. This, in turn, has led to a variety of problems, including further fragmentation 

and cut-throat competition, destruction of the environment, and loss of the nation's youth to 

terrorist organizations or worse, exposure of women to crimes such as human trafficking. 

Achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all non-stereotypical women and girls and 

men will require a new perspective which values all beings regardless of gender. This will 

mean a change in education, a change in the representations of men and women in the media, 

as well as new policies that support this change. 

By working towards financial gender equality, possibly with a Universal Basic Income, and by 

empowering non-stereotypical women, girls and men, we can help promote the full 

development of the human personality in both women and men, whilst fostering a global 

community in which new and shared bonds can be formed between all people across 

geographic, cultural, economic and gender boundaries. This will enhance rather than 

undermine our globalized world. 

In this way we can shape more humane and enriching situations in schools, organizations, 

corporations, communities, nations, and our world at large. Once men, girls and women have 

all been empowered to develop their feminine characteristics and are respected in that role, 

both genders will be free to express these traits. At the same time, the cohesion between people 

will help build a human society that can live in greater harmony with itself and with Nature. 
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Big Al 

 

Big Al loved me, and I loved him, 

Love is what makes life worthwhile 

That’s what I learnt from him 

 

We never had children 

And that was my choice 

A decision taken 

To give Earth a voice 

I knew there was a limit 

To what Earth could take 

In a world being managed 

By folks on the make 

If we keep on taking 

And forget to give 

Then the Earth will be barren 

And no one will live 

 

My sweetheart is gone now 

Reclaimed by the Earth 

His love still inspires me 

And helps me to smile 

And leads me to hope 

That in a little while 

A new way of thinking 

May finally dawn 

And there will be a future 

For all the unborn 

 
https://poemsforparliament.uk/poems  

 

We believe that the profound, loving and mutually supportive relationships which often arise 

between men and women can help us to evolve and adopt a wiser behaviour pattern. 

 

  

https://poemsforparliament.uk/poems
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Building a foundation of Unity in Diversity to implement the whole 2030 Agenda. A means 

to recover from the coronavirus with a focus on SDGs: 4, 5, 14, 15, 17.   

4 SDG 14 - Life under Water 

The stated goal of SDG14 is to Conserve and sustainably use 

the oceans, seas, and marine resources for sustainable 

development. 

The way in which we have attempted to come to grips with the pandemic has wrecked the lives 

of many. At the same time the common threat of the pandemic caused people all over the world 

to learn to trust and rely upon one another. As we have come together and faced this crisis, 

sharing diverse viewpoints, we realize that we are all in this together. The pandemic has 

reminded us of the power of Nature and underlined the need for us to live in cooperation with 

Nature and with one another.  

Global connections formed through the pandemic raised awareness of the need to change old 

systems, clarified issues and increased motivation for living a Nature centred life. Advances in 

the use of technology have created opportunities worldwide as we have never seen before. We 

now have a global web platform to share information and feedback in order to implement 

creative solutions that benefit all. By sharing globally and reducing demand we can cooperate 

in protecting Nature and our natural resources; this is a fundamental requirement to supporting 

the continued implementation of and alignment with all the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Oceans cover 75% of the planet, shaping the land and providing habitats for all marine 

life. New land is created through volcanic eruptions from deep below the ocean floor, providing 

rich mineral resources within human reach. Due to its vastness and plentiful riches, the oceans 

and associated resources have largely been seen by humans as inexhaustible. However, human 

activity is causing ocean acidification and degradation as more CO2 gets absorbed and more 

pollution is added.  Humanity has been exceeding the capacity of ecosystems to recover for 

decades and we are now facing global ecological collapse. This ecological overshoot must be 

remedied urgently in order to re-establish balance and stability in our marine ecosystems.  

Our human-centred view of life has led to ways of being and practices that are unsustainable. 

Human beings often make choices without considering the long-term impact on other human 

beings and other life-forms. Pollution, unethical fishing, sonar, and global warming are killing 

marine life and causing massive numbers of plant and animal species to go extinct daily. Our 

way of living is threatening our own chances of survival because we are causing the escalation 

in background extinction rates.  It is predicted that children born today will learn about the 

extinction of the coral reefs within their lifetimes.  

Oceans and waterways across the globe are becoming more and more polluted as we continue 

to allow toxins to be dumped into them. Marine scientists have been astonished at the high 

levels of PCB's and DDT found in the fatty tissue of orca, dolphins, whales, sea lions, and fish. 

Several orca pods are dying off because they can no longer reproduce due to damaged 

reproductive systems. These chemicals have been banned since the 1970s, yet they and other 

toxic chemicals, such as glyphosate (Roundup) continue to be used and pose a deadly threat to 
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our soil, water, food, and health. PCBs and DDT, are persistent organic pollutants. They don't 

wash away or sink to the bottom; they are fat-soluble compounds chemically attracted to 

molecules produced by living organisms. Due to toxins in our water, more and more fish are 

considered toxic and not safe to eat. They are eaten by marine mammals and passed along the 

food chain including to humans. The number of cancer deaths in humans worldwide has 

increased by 66% since 1990. According to researchers, more than 50% of all people are 

developing cancer (rising from 33% in 2001). Early onset colon cancer is projected to double 

by 2030.  One of the main causes of the rise of cancer is the toxic chemicals that we continue 

to use which pollute our waterways, land, and air.   

Exploitation of marine resources, including overfishing, adds to the destabilization of marine 

ecosystems. According to a recent report by the BBC, nearly 85% of the global fish stocks have 

already been depleted. Many species, including sharks, orcas and salmon, are going extinct or 

are being threatened with extinction. In particular, sharks, which are an essential Keystone 

Species in their ecosystem, are currently threatened with extinction and some are critically 

endangered. Humans tend to have largely unfounded fear and dislike for sharks. However, data 

shows that humans kill about 100 million sharks per year, mostly for use of their fins and flesh, 

while sharks kill an average of 10 humans in the world each year. The invaluable presence of 

sharks balances marine health and populations of species. Sharks feed on weak and diseased 

fish leaving behind only the strong and vital fishes to reproduce, making populations stronger 

and stabilizing ecosystems.  

The threat of climate change is warming the water, causing ice to melt and water levels to rise, 

and the mixing of fresh and saltwater poses a serious threat to our marine ecosystems. Coastal 

ecosystems are being irrevocably altered. The increased heat of the water is causing toxic 

species such as algal and cyanobacteria to bloom with increasing intensity. They consume 

oxygen and block the light from other marine life and are highly toxic, endangering the health 

of all marine life as well as humans and animals living in coastal areas. Turtles that have been 

laying eggs for thousands of years on sandy beaches come ashore to increasingly narrow 

beaches, leaving greater opportunities for predators. Mangrove swamps, such powerful carbon 

traps, may drown in undiluted salty water. Major cities and prime agricultural areas have been 

developed around deltas and on floodplains because of the soil fertility, plentiful water, and 

ease of transport. Agricultural, economic, and non-ecological practices have degraded the very 

ecosystems developed to nourish life. To a marginal farmer in Bangladesh growing rice in a 

delta at the edge where freshwater meets salt water, eight inches is a considerable amount. The 

problem is not just high tide waves going over levees and flooding rice paddies, it is the 

infiltration of salt water into the root zones of plants located on those edges. 

In addition, both surface and ground water are being increasingly contaminated worldwide. 

There are many sources of water contamination, including naturally occurring chemicals and 

minerals (for example, arsenic, radon and uranium), local land use practices (fertilizers, 

pesticides and concentrated feeding operations), manufacturing processes, and sewer 

overflows or wastewater releases. The soil, water and air are being destroyed by: oxygen 

depletion, chemical toxins, microbiological pollution and nutrient pollution, threatening the 

health of all life in these regions. One example, according to the Center for Disease Control 

(CDC), the presence of contaminants in water, contributes to adverse health effects for humans, 

including gastrointestinal illness, reproductive problems, cancer, and neurological disorders. 
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This illustrates the need for humanity to undergo a transformation of mindset such that ALL our 

actions are rooted within the desire to preserve all of the natural ecosystems. We must adopt 

the perspective that Nature is our number one priority, and realize that we are dependent upon 

Nature to continue living. We need to focus on Nature-based education, including sustainable 

living practices, which at this stage involve urgent voluntary Degrowth. We must tell the truth 

by declaring a climate and ecological emergency, and working with other institutions to 

communicate the urgency for change. Governments must act urgently to halt biodiversity loss, 

Citizens' Assemblies may be helpful to agree a strategy that unites diverse opinions.  This 

approach might be used within government itself, as the socio-economic transformation to 

voluntary Degrowth objectives will affect all political parties. For governments to act in the 

best interest for citizens’ wellbeing and ecological justice, they will need to agree on Degrowth 

objectives and the need to give or receive reparation. There will have to be global agreements 

to ban the use of toxic chemicals, including those that pollute our oceans, rivers, streams, 

ponds, and lakes.  

It is essential for our survival that we adopt this mindset of collective responsibility, in order 

to recover and protect our ecosystems in a myriad of imaginative ways, after acknowledging 

that we are all integral parts of a larger whole. It is important that we preserve diversity and 

that we are willing to expand beyond what is currently known and experienced. As Einstein 

said, "No problem can be solved from the same level of thinking that created it". We are being 

called to stretch beyond the comfort of the reality that is familiar from the past, to step up as 

cooperative partners with Nature, and to conceive of and create a new reality that is inclusive 

of all life, and within which all life may have an opportunity to continue to evolve through the 

current collapse. A Nature-centred life opens the opportunity for restoring balance and allowing 

all life to thrive once more. 

When we look to the wellbeing of Earth’s ecosystems as our number one priority, our choices 

and actions naturally align with that which is in the long-term best interests of all beings living 

on the Earth now and for future generations to come. With this transformation in human 

perspective, new ways of living and being which are sustainable, heart-warming, and fulfilling 

emerge. Human creativity, ingenuity, purpose, and community will flourish, as will Nature, 

once we unite to achieve the ecological balance which is required for Life on Earth to continue 

to evolve and be sustained.  Working together on a global crisis, building networks of 

information sharing and support, has put us into a better position now to collaborate peacefully 

in order to tackle climate and ecological breakdown. 

An example of implementing this new mindset is Blue Ecology, a partnership for water 

sustainability created in British Columbia. They acknowledge that we are borrowing water 

from future generations. The vision is for us to move forward "with a full understanding of the 

importance of embracing a water-first approach to planning human interventions in the 

environment".36 

Cooperatives formed within the fishing industry further enhance the experience of connection 

to the fish species and to each other. All share in decision making and accountability for the 

consequences of their actions. It is therefore in the vital interests of all to steward rather than 

to deplete available resources. Cooperatives tend to do well even in times of economic 

downturn. Also, as a part of the Cooperative Identity, they give back both to the local 

                                                 
36 https://waterbucket.ca/about-us/   

https://waterbucket.ca/about-us/
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communities where their cooperatives are active and to the global community, by 

implementing sustainable development initiatives that benefit global development.  

Aquaculture farming also offers a possible alternative when it comes to supporting sustainable 

fishing methods. Aquaculture can allow us to feed the population without damaging the 

environment. Pros and cons have emerged, so implementation will need to be closely 

monitored in order to ensure that we stay in close collaboration with Nature, assessing the best 

ways to help ecosystems to recover.  

A tiny village in Italy called Mals were pioneers when they banned the use of pesticides.  They 

found the toxins sprayed by the commercial apple growers had spread to their gardens, yards, 

school yards and organic farms making them no longer organic.  Environmental activism can 

be very powerful, the full story is continued below. 

Philip Ackerman-Leist published A Precautionary Tale in November 2017. Subtitled How One 

Small Town Banned Pesticides, Preserved Its Food Heritage, and Inspired a Movement, it 

could not have been better timed. Earlier in 2017, three separate U.S. groups publicly released 

large digitized chemical document troves (The Poison Papers, Toxicdocs, and the Monsanto 

Papers). These searchable databases expose the extreme toxicity of common synthetic 

chemicals, many used in industrial agriculture, and collusion between industry and regulators 

to keep these chemicals on the market.  Whilst not every community starts with such an intact 

historic culture as Mals, all communities need healthy soil, water, and air; wholesome food; 

and a sustainable inclusive economy. A Precautionary Tale provides a concrete example of 

how the holistic thinking and democratic power of the food movement could eliminate toxic 

chemicals from all agriculture. Including an eloquent call-to-arms from scientist and activist 

Vandana Shiva, and a useful “Activist’s Primer,” complete with additional tips for U.S. 

activists, this story is an enjoyable and practical guide to positive change. 

 

The initiative’s supporters ranged from farmers, pharmacists, parents, and paediatricians, to 

dedicated seed savers, environmentalists, homesteaders, and the owners of small local 

businesses. A Precautionary Tale describes how each contributed something crucial to the 

debate. Expert opinion and analysis were sought, public discussions were held, letters were 

written to the local paper and to politicians, guerrilla actions conducted, and festivals were held 

to celebrate the unique culture and history of Mals. The ensuing uprising of public support 

ultimately gave the mayor the mandate he needed to schedule a legally binding referendum. 

Find out more about Mals.37  

 

Some work to re-establish balance and stability has begun with programs for cleaning the 

ocean, removing plastics from the ocean, and movements towards sustainable fishing38. 

                                                 
37https://www.independentsciencenews.org/health/a-precautionary-tale-how-one-small-town-banned-pesticides/ 

  
38 Effective sustainable fishing methods are described in the following links: 

 https://mindseteco.co/sustainable-fishing-methods/ 

 https://www.marinebio.org/conservation/sustainable-fisheries/ 

 https://www.oceaneos.org/sustainable-fishery/ 

 

https://www.independentsciencenews.org/health/a-precautionary-tale-how-one-small-town-banned-pesticides/
https://mindseteco.co/sustainable-fishing-methods/
https://www.marinebio.org/conservation/sustainable-fisheries/
https://www.oceaneos.org/sustainable-fishery/
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Degrowth objectives would help to diminish demand. One successful and inspiring ocean 

clean-up was founded by an enterprising 18-year-old.39  

In order to continue building on this work, we need to recognize and surrender any need we 

have to control Nature, and instead to try to understand and cooperate with the natural world, 

whilst minimizing our footprint and increasing the health of all species and ecosystems.  

As we experience the wonders of Nature and transform how we feel about Nature as a whole, 

people around the globe can be actively inspired to find creative and innovative solutions to 

these challenges we all face. This connection with Nature will spark imagination in our hearts 

and help us to express our unique creative gifts and inventiveness, unifying and aligning us all 

with a common vision of Earth thriving once more. The transformation necessary to eliminate 

ecologic overshoot will only succeed if we establish education that promotes awareness of our 

overshoot and interconnectedness, undertaking exploration, creativity, and innovation with 

regard for the greatly exceeded limitations of our environment.  It is important to take 

ownership for our history, and that we acknowledge the impact of our past choices. From this 

new wisdom and perspective, we need to then connect as a global community, make 

agreements and act to restore our home.  

4.1 SDG14 Requires us to Reconnect with Nature 

The connection, communication and cooperation between humans and Nature can be 

strengthened in the following ways:  

 In formal and informal education and media portrayals, by explaining about ecological 

overshoot and its causes; and by exploring how all living species are in constant 

interaction with one another and are interrelated as they provide for one another's needs 

in cooperative communities within ecosystems.  

 Study communities that are living in cooperation with Nature. 

 Emphasize or undertake projects that demonstrate how Nature thrives once we relieve 

her from the crippling burden of excess pollution and overexploitation. Inspire action 

with collective purpose to give people a sense of joy, wonder and togetherness which 

will make us resilient to fear, guilt, and desperation.  

 Have school gardens, where students can see the miracle of life unfolding before their 

eyes, and feel connected to and appreciate the world around them.   

 Have programs and studies that help us to see fish as miraculous and complex beings 

that play an integral part of a web of life which is essential to human wellbeing. 

 Teach people to communicate with Nature to help people realize that we are an integral 

part of the complexity and wonder of life, that we cannot stand "apart" and try to 

oversee the whole, and that we must therefore be guided by Nature in order to help 

them to live in harmony with ‘what is’. This will further enable us to feel a part of the 

world around us e.g. The Sedona International School for Animal & Nature 

Communication40. 

                                                 
39 https://theoceancleanup.com/ 

40 https://www.animalcommunicationworld.com/nature-communication-free-class  

https://theoceancleanup.com/
https://www.animalcommunicationworld.com/nature-communication-free-class
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 Provide publicity and prizes, as well as Quality Certifications, to those who inspire 

solution-orientated thinking and come up with and describe much needed solutions. 

The Dutch Government, for instance, issues a Prize for Innovation. 

 Restore damaged ecosystems in order to protect against flooding and monsoons. 

 Create a Wikipedia-style web platform where people can share lessons learned from 

the oceans and seas. This can contain sections on best practices, boat building, sea 

expeditions, science, religion, folklore, technology, maritime law, literature and art, and 

information about human impacts on the seas. 

Extension programmes and training courses need to be established and scaled up in all 

countries and regions around the world.  We can impart the vision of living in cooperation with 

Nature through all disciplines especially literature, art, and the new paradigms that are now 

emerging in biology, chemistry, and physics.  Some ways that we can do this are shown below: 

 Show the beauty and miracle of Nature, her interconnections, and how they all naturally 

contrive to restore balance through myriad disparate forces that are constantly interacting 

with one another e.g., pandemics are part of Nature’s response to overpopulation. 

 Document approaches to cleaning up marine pollution to spark people's inventiveness. 

 Share examples of how people can aid this restoration process, such as how growing oysters 

in the polluted waters around New York City is actually purifying the water. 

4.2 SDG14 Establish Nature Friendly Consumption Practices 

Nature friendly consumption practices can be established in these ways: 

 Replace the elaborate modern culture of providing eco-costly non-essential goods and 

services and associated waste with eco-friendly, minimalist, Nature centred living practices 

which will steer us on the path towards eliminating overshoot and achieving sustainability.  

 Establish policies and laws that protect Nature and the Earth, such as ‘law of rights of 

Mother Earth’ in Ecuador and The Rights of Nature laws passed in Bolivia, as well as 

similar agreements and laws adopted by 15 other countries around the world.  

 Countries should consider signing The Stockholm Declaration and embracing the values 

expressed.41 

 Establish sustainable fishing practices. 

 Ban the use of toxic products worldwide.  

 Substantially increase the amount of eco-restoration and climate mitigation assistance that 

is provided to developing countries and civil society organizations. 

 Seek local community leaders who have the necessary local knowledge to combine their 

understanding with those who have relevant modern expertise in order to confer and 

collaborate to agree appropriate stewardship methods for their bio region; so that the 

indigenous community are directly involved in any ongoing decisions as to the best strategy 

in their region in the face of climate and ecological breakdown. 

 Provide financial assistance to enable communities to fully carry out their responsibilities 

of stewardship. This might take the form of inter-global reparation arrangements. 

                                                 
41 https://www.stockholmdeclaration.org/declaration/  

https://www.stockholmdeclaration.org/declaration/
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4.3 SDG14 Regenerate Waterways and Marine Ecosystems 

Some ways in which we can regenerate our waterways and marine ecosystems are suggested 

below: 

 Invest in saving Keystone species and restoring Earth's ecosystems.  This redistribution 

of financial wealth may take the form of inter-global reparation schemes. 

 Engage and invest in restorative agricultural practices such as Water Retention 

Landscapes (WRL)42 

 Acknowledge people living sustainably and effectively allowing and supporting 

ecosystems to flourish. 

 Establish sustainable fishing practices to regenerate fish stocks. 

o Share knowledge of alternative ways of purchasing fish, for instance, via Fair 

Trade, which provide support for small-scale fisheries. Use all means possible 

to show the world how these fisher-people steward their resources.  

o Encourage the formation of cooperative fishing business models which have the 

advantage that they share joint care for the ‘commons’, such as marine resources 

and water quality; and because all members of the cooperative are 

owner/operators and all share in the profits, these tend to do well even in times 

of economic downturn. 

o Encourage the formation of cooperatives in the fishing industry at local and 

global levels in order to support fisher people to steward diverse types of fish. 

 Encourage people with an interest in preserving and restoring our waters to 

communicate with one another and to work together. This can be done as follows:  

o Encourage local cooperatives to manage specific resources in a particular area, 

always working within the constraints of the awareness of the need for global 

contraction.  

o Encourage local people to share what they know, to make cooperative decisions 

that they believe will soften collapse for both the local and global community. 

Whenever this results in localised sustainability, this will help guide others 

travelling a similar road. Where failures arise the surrounding communities will 

need to provide assistance and assess whether failure was inevitable or a result 

of poor local decision-making.  This assessment from the wider community will 

inform any strategy for the future of a failed community. 

o Encourage cooperatives working with diverse aspects of the oceans to work 

together using a cooperative format at local and global levels in order to ensure 

that fragmentation does not occur between the insights and concerns of any of 

these groups. 

o Create an international network of these cooperatives that can, in consultation 

with the members of each of the cooperatives, develop best practices and ways 

of discouraging destructive ones.  

 Set policies and make agreements to ensure the protection of oceans, seas and the 

ecosystems that feed them so that ocean resources thrive.   

o Require training and issue licenses for all activity of persons or industries that 

impacts the vitality of any waterway.  Such licenses would require those 

involved to have a high level of proficiency in their relevant skills. They would 

also require them to understand the impact of their actions on ecological systems 

and the requirements these systems have to maintain all forms of life.  

                                                 
42 https://www.tamera.org/water-retention-landscape/  

https://www.tamera.org/water-retention-landscape/
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 Create ecological buffer zones in coastal areas to protect coastal communities and 

ecosystems alike.  

4.4 SDG14 Establish Unbiased Monitoring and Assessment Practices 

The shift in our global mindset from profit to rescuing our ecosystems remains the key 

requirement before chaotic collapse overwhelms us all. Some ways that have been suggested 

in the past to establish unbiased monitoring and assessment practices are suggested below: 

 Create measures for effective practices that create sustainable land preservation and 

renewal.   

 Create systems for Global information sharing, to facilitate communication about what 

is effective and ineffective to restore and sustain ecosystems in all parts of the world.  

 Create international protections for delicate bioregions. 

 Make decisions collectively and share accountability for responsible stewardship. 

 Form Citizens’ Assemblies to make decisions on climate and ecological justice.  

 Give individuals, governments, and corporations incentives to leave land in a natural 

state, or to create parks where communities may enjoy the many benefits of being in 

Nature. 

 Utilize unbiased, informed impact research studies in planning and development 

processes that are conducted by organizations and individuals with proven 

understanding of and allegiance to a Nature centered perspective. 

 Strictly enforce agreements geared at preserving a diversity of fish species, while 

looking for solutions that rely on the regenerative powers of Nature herself.  

 Pass and enforce laws to stop the mass extinction of species, including fish, at all levels 

and in all localities, even those not directly connected to the ocean. All species are 

intimately connected to one another's survival, and by eradicating some, you also 

endanger others that are necessary for humans to survive.  

 Enforce such legislation with an International Environmental Court with branches at 

national and local levels, preferably with punishments that help perpetrators to better 

understand the consequences of their actions. 

 Suggest that, via the United Nations, all coastal areas are proclaimed ‘Trust Territories’ 

to be stewarded in such a way that they adhere to global environmental standards, whilst 

being used exclusively by the nation administering the Trust Territory. This approach 

is somewhat similar to that of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Perhaps there could 

also be a global fund for their preservation.  

 Nations with coastal areas could work closely with Regional and Global Commissions 

that are given a supervisory and consultative role in their maintenance and adherence 

to international standards.  

 Prosecute all disputes relating to the oceans, seas and maritime resources and other 

environmental matters under universal jurisdiction, since marine and coastal areas and 

the global commons in general are vital to the survival of the whole human race.  For 

example, where there is a dispute, it can be brought before an International 

Environmental Court.  

 Recognize that access to water is a universal and basic human right. 

 Recognize that safe and clean drinking water and sanitation is a basic human right 

necessary for the full enjoyment of life.  

 Invest in real-time water quality and quantity measurement systems.  
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 Mentor and train local caretakers to work together among and across watersheds, states 

and countries.  

 Offer courses that can be given by the UN and its relevant Specialized Agencies (IMO, 

FAO, etc.) via the Internet, since oceans, seas and coastal areas must be cared for in the 

interests of the whole of humanity. These can be attended first by national coordinators, 

who can then adapt them to national and local needs and have them translated into their 

national and local languages. 

 Celebrate water in architectural design, urban planning, artistic installations, 

community and Nature parks, and forest visual landscapes, to remind the public of its 

importance. 

 

Tipping Points 

 
We’ve reached the point of no return 

But scientists warn in vain 

Heatwaves in Siberia 

While China’s drenched in rain 

 

Our last chances pass us by 

To do the things we must 

Such sad observers we shall be 

When landscapes turn to dust 

 

A tall tree that’s about to fall 

Starts slowly then falls fast 

The slippery slope is beckoning 

Which tree will be the last? 

 

Greenland turning green again 

Its glaciers will be no more 

The Arctic will be free of ice 

In twenty thirty-four 

 

The bleaching of the Coral Reefs 

Makes deserts in the sea 

Must we wait to see savanna 

Where rainforests used to be? 

 

Melting permafrost spews methane 

To further heat our atmosphere 

The endless ice of the Antarctic 

On its way to disappear 

 

When the Gulf Stream loses its memory 

The oceans will be lost 

We need a different point of view 

To help us pay the cost  

   
 https://poemsforparliament.uk/poems 

 

https://poemsforparliament.uk/poems
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Building a foundation of Unity in Diversity to implement the whole 2030 Agenda. A 

means to recover from the coronavirus with a focus on SDGs: 4, 5, 14, 15, 17.    

5 SDG 15 - Life on Land 

The stated goal of SDG15 is to “Protect, restore and promote 

sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 

combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss”. 

The global pandemic has increased awareness of the power of Nature. During lockdowns, city-

dwellers began to hear birds, feel the sun, see the trees and breathe fresh air. Many reconnected 

with Nature, and marvelled at the inspiration, beauty, and its restorative powers. At the same 

time, humanity experienced a virus causing death on a large scale. It demonstrated that our 

collective decisions impact the ecological balance for every life form. Now we are more keenly 

aware of our dependence upon one another and biodiversity for our survival as a species. 

The pandemic focused the world on a shared goal, pushing us to cooperate with one another 

across cultural differences. The challenge is to build trust and work together collaboratively in 

order to find innovative solutions for the purpose of our survival. Within a short time, our 

ability to use new technology to connect and communicate increased exponentially, creating 

opportunities to collaborate such as we have never seen before. Sharing of information via the 

use of virtual platforms, fostered the ability to work effectively together on a global scale. It is 

important that we continue engaging as a global community, working together to implement 

creative solutions to heal ecosystems by reducing and eliminating the overshoot.  

Living in balance with all life requires a mindset of cooperation integrated into the core of all 

human society; a partnership and an awareness of the profound relationship with Nature and 

Earth herself. This global care-taking perspective clarifies our goal and unites us in one 

purpose, leading to international agreements and aligned actions to protect and restore our 

natural resources and ecosystems, regardless of national and political boundaries. It requires 

the humility to admit our overshoot and the excesses that have caused it. Different cultures will 

be able to earn respect in the transformed society as they step forward to demonstrate their 

willingness to alter their behaviour in order to prioritise the united aspiration to protect Life on 

Earth. This requires clear communication systems and mutual support to restore ecosystems to 

be able to sustain life and maintain balance and stability for all.  

Humanity depends on the health of the Earth for survival. Yet we have been living in a manner 

that is detrimental to the ongoing habitability of the planet for many decades. Humans have 

been living as if Earth's resources are inexhaustible, ignoring the impact of unsustainable 

practices that imbalance and poison these ecosystems, threatening all life including our own. 

Our daily practices, including many of the products we use, poison, and degrade the earth as 

well as the air and water we need to nourish ourselves. By continuing to use toxic and harmful 

farming and land development methods, there has been a sharp increase in diseases, including 

heart disease, cancer, neurological, reproductive, and autoimmune diseases over the past two 

decades. For example, according to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), in the United States 
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the incidences of cancer of the liver, the organ responsible for clearing toxins from the body, 

has tripled since 1980.  

All life is complementary and synergistic, and thrives within an environment in which the 

actions of one benefit the actions of all. In order for all life to thrive, it is essential for us to 

make changes in our way of thinking, to sustainably develop and revitalize the land, and to 

strengthen biodiversity. Rapidly transforming our human-centred consciousness to a holistic 

Nature-centred consciousness is essential. An alarming number of species are currently in 

danger of extinction now because of our way of living. These include the following Keystone 

Species which are essential to their ecosystems: elephants, pandas, leopards, bees, rhinoceros, 

orangutans, tigers, and wolves.  

Keystone Species are irreplaceable in their ecosystems, and without them ecosystems 

collapse.  If we manage to save Keystone Species we will also save many other species within 

those ecosystems where they are key. There are many organizations doing great work to bring 

awareness to save these species. What is missing is the global agreement of people, and 

governments uniting to shrink human encroachment on the environment in order to save these 

species and their ecosystems.  In most cases humans also depend upon the ecosystems that are 

involved.  

For decades, many individuals, organizations and governments have been putting heart and 

soul into efforts to make a difference, but animals are now more endangered and closer to 

extinction than ever. The big challenge is for humans around the globe to come together and 

be willing to reduce our demands on natural resources enough to save these species.  

Do we want to save the elephant 

and experience the fulfilment and 

joy in seeing them thriving in 

healthy ecosystems?  

Elephants are a Keystone Species 

that play an essential role in the 

health of their ecosystems. Their 

ecosystems are in decline 

because they are being killed at 

an alarming rate as humans 

encroach ever more on their 

habitat.  

Elephants are in critical danger of extinction. Is this important to human beings? If so, 

immediate action needs to be taken by governments and individuals and groups UNITED to 

restore the habitat for these inspiring beings. Despite global interest in saving elephants for 

decades, they are more endangered with extinction today than ever. The key to elephant 

survival is literally up to our human species. It is in our hands whether we humans are 

willing to UNITE on Earth for their existence. When humans unite anything is possible. 

Global unity to reduce our encroachment on areas where elephants used to roam, is required 

to save the elephants. This is the final hour. What do we choose? 
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The same question needs to be asked TODAY regarding the jaguar, the wolf, the tiger, the 

pangolin, the bee, the panda, the shark, and other animal and plant Keystone Species who are 

absolutely essential to maintain ecosystems on Earth. Protection of keystone species and their 

environments, learning from them, and allowing them to balance wildlife populations is vital 

for us to preserve and restore our precious natural world. 

Humans have an unstoppable nature when something is agreed to be important and urgent. We 

have the ingenuity, tenacity, and creativity to come up with innovative solutions to transform 

ourselves and respond to these challenges. We can begin to turn this around right now if we 

choose to, but if we seek to make a financial profit at the same time this will cloud our 

judgement.  Community spirit and love of Nature will prove to be far more powerful than 

money, but as yet we have not tried this approach. Money is losing its purchasing power 

rapidly, our emotional evolution is long overdue, we cannot pretend that business-as-usual can 

fix the problems which it daily exacerbates, we must embrace voluntary, equitable Degrowth. 

Seeing the world rise to address situations such as the COVID-19 pandemic is inspiring. 

Coming together as a global community, regardless of international boundaries, to address our 

challenges, we can become responsible stewards of our planet. Inspiration and innovation are 

unleashed, and we have the profound sense of fulfilment experienced from making a difference. 

By celebrating diversity, we can bring about a new way of living that promotes the thriving of 

all species and the Earth. The ingenuity of our species, and the wondrous changes that occur 

when we come together, can be seen, experienced, and celebrated. 

Joining together as a global community we can solve the challenges and issues that ultimately 

impact every human being. History has shown that when we come together knowing the issues, 

take responsibility for the challenges and for resolving them, miraculous changes may occur.  

The ongoing monitoring and assessment of the use of Earth's resources by the Global Footprint 

Network needs to be formally recognised as the best unbiased source of data about the 

ecological health of our planet that is currently available.  Collaborating and working with 

Nature to eliminate our global ecological overshoot, we can not only solve the issues that 

threaten all life, but also bring about a new way of being in relation to each other so that the 

ongoing ecological collapse is minimised.   

We find our unique purpose when we create the best possible outcome for all life. Cooperating 

to protect the Earth and eliminate overshoot so that we can live in harmony with Nature is our 

essential top priority going forward. 

5.1 SDG15 Unifying Our Diverse Global Community  

We can unify our diverse global community in these ways: 

 Nurture the most important resources; creative passion, and identification with Nature 

inherent in the minds and hearts of all people. 

 Unify globally to call a worldwide state of emergency for the immediate protection of 

the Earth's Keystone Species. We are in the middle of a mass extinction event on Earth, 

which is caused solely by humans in the following ways: global warming, poaching of 

https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
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Keystone Species, over exploitation, habitat loss, poisoning of waterways, oceans, air, 

and soil.43  

 Establish global panels with representatives from every country to work together to 

identify and address challenges involved in restoring and sustaining Earth's habitats and 

ecosystems in an equitable fashion.  These might evolve from existing non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) who that have specific expertise.   

 Create platforms and structures to support communication and collaboration; systems 

for global sharing of information whereby people from diverse cultures learn from one 

another. 

 Work together to resolve challenges and find innovative solutions, and renew Earth's 

resources. 

 Create global networks and forums to: 

o Share practices and discoveries of both effective and ineffective methods of forest 

management, soil preservation and restorative farming to restore and sustain 

ecosystems in all parts of the world.  

o Share research and development for sustainable consumption and production 

approaches. 

 Increase awareness of ecological overshoot and the interconnectedness of all life and 

the need to respect the interdependence between humans and Earths ecosystems. 

 Create incentives for those demonstrating respect for all life.  

 Focus worldwide attention on examples of individuals and communities that are living 

in harmony with their environment and each other and are thriving. An example of this 

is the 100's of Eco-Villages, set up by the Global Ecovillage Network 

 Award global acknowledgements to honor individuals and groups for the development, 

implementation and sharing of wholesome, respectful, harmonious and mutually 

beneficial ideas and actions, programs, and initiatives that effectively promote the 

sustaining and protecting of the harmony and health of all life.  

 Document and publicize full life stories of those who are creating sustainable solutions 

and living in alignment with their vision and in harmony with Nature and all beings on 

the Earth. 

 Create educational and community programs to form international collaborations and 

create agreements inspired from the deeper desire to honor the Earth and all her life 

forms. 

 Teach the interconnectedness and synergy of all life. Foster a close connection and 

reverence for all life and all of Nature from birth.  Learn from Nature rather than 

attempting to control Nature. Honor Earth's biodiversity. 

 Implement Earth-centred projects and programs that reduce our ecological footprint.   

 Foster the protection of all species that still have a viable habitat in the wild, and assist 

in increased support for communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities that 

are in harmony with Nature and supportive of all life. 

 Establish programs to strengthen community, bring awareness to shared human values 

and strengthen connections with each other and the world around us. For instance, 

appreciation for family, beloved animal family members, Nature, clean air, fresh water, 

peacefulness, a nourishing and delicious meal, etc. In this way we can experience 

emotional resilience, harmony, peace of mind and fulfilment. 

 Expand forested areas, meadows and wetlands, to be off limits to human activity such 

that animal and plant species may be left alone to thrive. 

                                                 
43 https://www.theserengetirules.com/  

https://www.theserengetirules.com/
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 Connect with Nature and each other through outdoor community activities and 

community gardens. 

 Have communal entertainment that is not eco-costly in alignment with the good of all, 

including Nature, to lift spirits and connect hearts. 

 Create experience-based learning for youth working with Nature, inspiring their 

creativity and ingenuity. 

 Create global cohesiveness for governments, corporations, groups and individuals to 

work together to create policies, agreements and come up with innovative solutions, 

including:  

o Establishing a global priority of contracting into planetary boundaries so that 

we can live in balance, sustainably and in harmony with Nature. 

o Establishing a worldwide system for sharing information, support and 

innovative solutions. UNEP is taking a lead. 

 Formally recognize and protect Nature, her ecosystems and species. Adopt and 

implement Rights of Nature laws and policies such as has been done in 17 countries 

throughout the world.44 Support groups such as the Global Alliance for the Rights of 

Nature, with a mission to protect Nature and ensure an environmentally sustainable 

future.45 

 Provide motivation through reward and remuneration for those who redirect their 

activities from poaching and trafficking.  

 Increase support for individuals to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities that are 

in harmony with Nature and supportive of all life.  

 Offer alternative viable Nature-centric work, and training for new careers that involve 

protecting and restoring protected species of flora and fauna.  

 Provide community support such as training and financial investment in eco-friendly 

businesses. 

 Ensure that renewable energy is equally accessible to all peoples. 

 Assist all people in accessing alternative, sustainable, Earth-friendly technologies as: 

Biogas Digesters, Solar Dryers and Cookers, Solar Water Heaters, Passive Heating and 

Cooling, Solar Water Pumps and Street Lighting, ‘Natural’ Lighting particularly in 

commercial and public buildings, and energy efficient appliances and components such 

as for windows, air-conditioning, refrigeration, etc. 
 

5.2 SDG15 Review and Repurpose Buildings 

As our society evolves in response to the socio-economic transformation to voluntary 

Degrowth, the need for the eco-damaging practice of covering more and more of the planet in 

concrete should diminish.  As this change arises many existing buildings will need to be 

reassessed in the light of their role and their carbon footprint.  The following actions will 

become increasingly relevant. 

 Repurpose existing buildings that are no longer in use  

o Imaginative repurposing of buildings will reduce the carbon-footprint of the building 

industry and encourage communal living and the use of energy efficient and alternative 

structures, such as geodesic domes. 

                                                 
44 Examples are Ecuador, Bolivia and a variety of examples mentioned on the UN web site: 

HarmonywithNatureUN.org. 
45 https://www.garn.org/  

file:///C:/Users/Barbara/Documents/bw/UN/HLPF-submission/HarmonywithNatureUN.org
https://www.garn.org/
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 Review existing buildings to see if they can be made more energy efficient and eco-friendly 

and to encourage healthy social interactions. 

5.3 SDG15 Establish Sustainable Communities  

Some ideas that may help sustainable communities to be established are suggested below:  

 Consider establishing self-reliant sustainable communities which focus on caring for each 

other and the local eco-system.  

o Restructure communities to support Nature-centred living and strengthen social 

connection. 

o Work together cooperatively with clear vision. 

 Encourage communal living as one way to address ecologic overshoot. For example, the 

Kibbutz model which has been adopted in communal farms in Israel. 

o Daily responsibilities and expenses can be shared 

o Individuals can choose and concentrate on preferred roles.           

5.4 SDG15 Promote Regenerative Land-use 

Some ways in which we can promote regenerative land-use are suggested below: 

 Reward earth friendly practices that rebuild the soil and improve nutrients in food such as: 

regenerative agriculture, agroforestry, permaculture, wildlife protected areas, and creation 

of wildlife corridors.   

 Reward effective conservation efforts across international borders, focused on cleansing 

contamination and regenerating ecosystems 

 Encourage the development of new enterprises specializing in developing and 

implementing innovative, creative methods for soil restoration, permaculture and 

preservation.46  

 Gather information from Nature and people who employ known restorative practices, such 

as biodynamic farming for ways to restore degraded land and soil, and restoring nutrient 

rich farmland. 

 Provide education and incentives for planners and developers to integrate core Nature-

centred values within their projects, and offer rewards for projects that have a positive 

impact on biodiversity. 

 Acknowledge the field of Animal and Nature Communicators for learning directly from 

Nature how to live in step with practices that respect the well-being of all life. 

 Consider measures to counteract degradation and return the land to a balanced and bio-

diverse state.  

 Implement the best of old methodologies and newer technologies quickly in a global 

fashion in order to halt further loss of soils, water, species, etc.  

o All these methods can help to improve degraded soil that has suffered from industrial 

agricultural use and can offer greater opportunities to insects and other wildlife than the 

indiscriminate use of industrial agriculture methods.  

 Develop awareness and protection of Keystone Species. 

o Some Keystone Species are especially good for the soil. Protect Keystone Species and 

their habitats. For instance, Arbuscular Mycorrhiza Fungi, (AMF) is beneficial for soil 

in every way. In addition plants grown in AMF soil are significantly more nutrient 

dense than those grown in soil without AMF.  

                                                 
46 https://ecovillage.org/projects/  

https://ecovillage.org/projects/
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 Empower people to bring the soils in their community back to life. 

o For instance, Dr. Elaine Ingham, widely recognized as the world’s foremost soil 

biologist, has advanced our knowledge about the soil food web for over 4 decades. Dr. 

Elaine’s™ Soil Food Web Approach has been used to successfully restore the 

ecological functions of soils on six continents. The courses offered by Dr. Elaine’s™ 

Soil Food Web School have been designed for people with no relevant experience – 

making them accessible to individuals who wish to retrain and to begin a meaningful 

and impactful career in an area that will help to secure the survival of humans and other 

species.47  

 Unify globally to formally agree to ban the use of toxic materials, pesticides, herbicides, 

and other poisons. Recent laws and agreements being worked on by UNEP are an important 

first step in doing this internationally. 

 Fund effective alternatives to petrochemicals. 

 Switch to locally based, organic, regenerative and climate friendly agriculture. This uses 

far less energy and chemical inputs, whilst greatly increasing productivity, especially in 

the developing world. The practices associated with such agriculture can significantly 

reduce acidification, although they will need major funding increases, particularly in the 

developing world. Switching to more plant-based and less meat intensive diets will also 

help. The Keystone Species, Arbuscular Mycorrhiza Fungi is a good alternative to 

herbicides and insecticides. 

 Create documentaries showing responsible agriculture; covering personal biographies that 

demonstrate successful partnership between man and the surrounding ecosystems. 

5.5 SDG15 Reduce Pressure on the Land 

By involving everyone in the global aspiration to contract to eliminate our ecological 

overshoot, the efforts will be shared and magnified as individuals and communities strive 

towards a sustainable ecological footprint.   

 Unify globally in agreement to protect Keystone Species, and expand and restore their 

habitats before it is too late. 

o Global sharing on acknowledgement of Keystone Species, quickly assess current status, 

act in a unified manner in agreement, as partners worldwide to save these species. For 

example: bees, elephants, wolves, jaguars, tigers, pandas, pangolins, tortoises, sharks, 

prairie dogs, and ivory tree coral to name a few. 

o International teams may work together to quickly stabilize the terrestrial areas. Support 

for the preservation and expansion of biodiverse habitats.  

 Invest in the establishment and development of research and training centers and efforts on 

all continents, but particularly in the developing world, in collaboration with existing such 

centers around the world, and technical institutes and academic institutes. Substantially 

increase the level of funding available for such activities. This could be done in conjunction 

with the Asian Productivity Organization, the Technology Facilitation Mechanism, UNEP 

and DTIE, UNCTAD, UNIDO, and various Green Business and Sustainable Development 

Centers, etc. 

 Endeavour to expand and preserve natural areas as humanity contracts collective needs and 

protect land from future development. 

o Utilize programs similar to Purchase Development Rights (PDR).  This is a win-win 

program through which landowners are rewarded for not developing their land, and the 

                                                 
47 https://www.soilfoodweb.com/about/  

https://www.soilfoodweb.com/about/
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land is forever protected from development. Even if the land is sold, the new owners 

do not own the rights to develop it. 

o Requiring community agreement before development is allowed on any land.  

 Establish wildlife corridors and wildlife-protected areas in cities and urban areas. 

 As the understanding of the importance of biodiversity is disseminated and incorporated as 

common knowledge and practice, a new field of specialists may need to be created who 

understand the complexity of species on the land and in the water, and have their services 

be a part of the process of land development.  

 The services of Nature Communicators should become standard in all organizations and 

departments that have any association with, and effect on Nature, so as to assure Nature’s 

perspective and needs are always considered. 

 Adopt sustainable forest management 

o Redirect heavy reliance on forests for forest products, and ban clear cutting.  

o Plant sustainable crops like bamboo and fast growing trees.  

o Promote regulated, planned planting of trees. 

o Ensure greater reliance on local domestically sourced wood. 

o Use recycled or responsibly produced wood products in order to reduce the number of 

trees used. 

o Employ low impact logging practices: harvesting with natural regeneration in mind; 

what is best for the ecosystem. 

o Offer incentives for individuals and groups implementing effective and sustainable 

forest preservation and regeneration. 

o Adopt laws requiring sustainable management of all timberlands and conservation of 

forests. 

 Reduce energy demand as rapidly as possible through socio-economic transformation to 

voluntary, equitable Degrowth 

 Try to ensure that the transition to 100% renewable energy meets the criteria of authentic 

sustainability provided by Donella Meadows and Herman Daly (ref page 3). 

 Use green building methods. 

 Endeavour to eliminate the consumption of non-essential goods and services.  To do this, 

evaluate the ecological cost of the supply chain, and the role played in maintaining 

emotional resilience in the face ecological collapse.  In the case of luxuries like tea, coffee, 

chocolate and sugar it will be a case of negotiating finance to ensure that the suppliers will 

be recompensed and helped to revert their ecosystems into a wild state.  

 Stop the use of palm oil. 

 Avoid single-use packaging. 

 Eat sustainable food, find reliable ways to qualify which foods are eligible for this category.  

 Educate to increase understanding and respect for the important role of each of Earth's 

ecosystems from a global as well as a local perspective. 

5.6 SDG15 Adopt Open Minded Approach 

Adopt a proactive approach, an attitude of open curiosity and passion for discovery, a 

willingness to stretch beyond what is currently known and experienced. Be in a heart-centered 

state of cooperation and partnership; a win-win intention. All of Nature is in alignment with 

the rhythm and cycles, the ebb and flow of life. It is essential for humans to be in sync as well. 
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5.7 SDG15 Establish Unbiased Monitoring and Assessment Practices 

Some ways in which we can establish unbiased monitoring and assessment practices are 

suggested below: 

 Create measures and accountability for effective practices of sustainable land preservation 

and renewal.   

 Create systems for Global sharing of information as to what is both effective and ineffective 

in efforts to restore and sustain ecosystems in all parts of the world.  

 Invest in regenerating Earth's ecosystems. 

 Create international protections for delicate bioregions. 

 Give individuals, governments, and corporations incentives to leave land in a natural state, 

or to create parks where communities may enjoy the many benefits of being in Nature. 

 Utilize unbiased, informed impact research studies in planning and development processes 

that are conducted by organizations and individuals with proven understanding of and 

allegiance to a Nature-centred perspective. 

 Reward people that can prove that they live sustainably off the land and enable ecosystems 

to flourish. 

 

Concrete Tomb 

Now we live in concrete boxes 

Safe and sound from birds and foxes 

The only Nature children see 

Is what’s presented on TV 

 

Remember when you were a child? 

You spent your days outside, half wild 

We did things in a different way 

In touch with Nature every day 

 

Now Nature has to fight for space 

As concrete cities grow apace 

In every block the children hide 

It isn’t safe to go outside 

 

Unless we change, it will get worse 

Our box a tomb, our car a hearse 

Nature gone, and in its place 

The remnants of a once proud race 

 
https://poemsforparliament.uk/poems  
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Building a foundation of Unity in Diversity to implement the whole 2030 Agenda. A means 

to recover from the coronavirus with a focus on SDGs: 4, 5, 14, 15, 17.   

6 SDG17 – Partnerships 

The stated goal of SDG17 is to “Strengthen the means of 

implementation and revitalize the global partnership for 

sustainable development”.  

Ecological collapse is an exponential change, awareness and a collaborative radical response 

needs to reverberate rapidly throughout humanity. Profound socio-economic transformation 

involves identifying and adopting the minimum requirements for fulfilled lives as we 

collectively prioritise effective and timely ecological restoration, using multifaceted 

approaches that deal with the three dimensions of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goal 

Agenda: environment, society and the economy, whilst uniting people worldwide in a global 

partnership aimed at effective global action.   

Using the data about planetary boundaries and Ecological Footprint (EFP) to replace the very 

misleading measure of Gross Domestic Product will be a valuable aid to our Governments as 

they recognize the extreme necessity to act and take effective action. Once these methods of 

assessing sustainability have been widely adopted, the harsh reality of global ecological 

overshoot and the exponential collapse which we are now witnessing will help to motivate 

affluent individuals, organisations and institutions to become leading role-models, by 

demonstrating their willingness to make reparation and invest in eco-restoration projects.   

Those who are disempowered and in want today are, amongst others, the consequence of the 

system of human land-ownership and education which has evolved to deny them the skillset or 

the environment to become self-sufficient.  With this history, it is not charity for the affluent 

to assist those who are powerless to help themselves, instead it is reparation and a matter of our 

combined self-interest.  The shared purpose of salvaging ecosystems will help to inspire 

affluent entities and individuals to volunteer their money and their land to empower 

communities to use their understanding of local ecosystems to agree actions which will 

maximise eco-restoration. This collaboration is likely to be emotionally rewarding for all 

concerned; building relationships which are based on mutual respect and understanding, which 

enable all who are involved to flourish emotionally and spiritually, even though our 

surrounding context will become increasingly challenging.  

Collective Learning and Envisioning to achieve Unity of Purpose 

The voluntary and equitable Degrowth ideology inspires people to adjust their personal choices 

to be appropriate for securing maximum mitigation from global ecological collapse.  The strain 

of the unfolding collapse is very visible in our financial markets, and other symptoms like food 

insecurity, civil unrest, and wars.  To soften our descent, we all need to reassess our priorities, 

both individually and within existing networks and organisations.  Ideally, there should be a 

global learning programme, as put forward by the SIFA Plan below (ref 0). With the 

sophisticated global communication which is now available, many people can contribute to this 

collective learning and envisioning process.  The wisdom of traditional indigenous cultures is 
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especially helpful when learning to challenge the many modern habits which have disconnected 

us from Nature and encouraged us to inflict so much environmental damage.  This idea is 

explored further under Education in two separate sections: SDG4 Collective Learning, 

Ecological Ethics and Unity of Purpose, and 2.1.4 SDG4 Media with Indigenous Wisdom 

fostering the United Purpose. 

We recommend that all organisations and institutions get involved in the envisioning process, 

allowing space and time for both the staff and those that they serve to be allowed to maximise 

their imagination and challenge old assumptions.  To change the modern business world from 

the current hectic pursuit of objectives which are often ecologically unwise, we shall all need 

to stop and take time to develop our own preferred Degrowth strategies and the different 

mindset that will be involved.  By collectively facing the reality of global collapse in this way, 

we shall find new courage and ideas to evolve into a wiser species.    

Family Size and Relationships 

Raising a family to thrive and to live full-lives will become increasingly challenging 

everywhere. The ecological collapse is likely to escalate very rapidly and unpredictably; 

climate modelling is being proved optimistic, and the ecological collapse is exacerbated by 

unreliable climate and extreme weather events. All young adults would be well-advised to 

consider either delaying starting a family or even abandoning their plans for parenthood. Every 

young adult needs to be empowered to execute their decisions about family size, and should 

not be pressured to adhere to traditions which preceded the ecological collapse.  This realistic 

outlook will greatly help all adults, both young and old, to fully appreciate the gravity of the 

situation in which we now find ourselves; it requires us to dig deep and resist the basic instinct 

to procreate.  The most resilient family relationships will be those based upon mutual respect 

and understanding, which enable all parties to flourish emotionally and spiritually, however 

challenging the surrounding context becomes.  The sadness and sense of loss which is 

associated with the dangers that we now face will put the consideration of consumer choices 

into a new perspective for those who are affluent.  There is plenty of scope for reparation to be 

made.  

Wiser Consumer Choices 

Everyone needs to become aware of the environmental implications of all of their choices. This 

is part of the collective learning and envisioning process.  Attempts to stabilise our ecosystems 

require the critical assessment of eco-costly health and social care, and encouragement for 

young adults to resist their natural wish to procreate.  In this context, it may be acceptable to 

ration commodities and simply halt the production of goods and services which are not 

considered helpful for our collective physical or mental health.  

 Devolved and Shared Responsibilities with Increased Manual Work 

Devolving responsibilities from the eco-costly infrastructures which dominate in our modern 

techno-industrial societies, would enable communities to operate in smaller hubs which can 

become more self-reliant as the collapse deepens, in much the same way as less-developed 

societies are operating now. Moving away from ecologically damaging industrial agriculture 

will enable the return of manual agricultural work and agricultural systems using permaculture 

and other methods that are sympathetic to the ecosystems. This shift will help many in the 
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global North to reconnect with Nature. There are physical, mental and ecological benefits from 

reduced reliance on technology and an increase in physical work. 

6.1 SDG17 Facilitating the socio-economic transformation  

The human race has converged in recent decades with a large percentage of people focussing 

on financial profit.  This has been our downfall, and it has caused great ecological 

injustice.  Money will become increasingly powerless in the face of escalating ecological crises 

resulting from our over-exploitation of Nature. Socio-economic transformation to peaceful, 

voluntary and equitable Degrowth is urgently needed. The commonly used measure of well-

being, Gross Domestic Product (GDP) needs to be replaced by using a combination of the data 

about planetary boundaries, the biocapacity of areas on Earth and our average ecological 

footprint in different areas and within the different groups of affluence in society. In times of 

plenty, GDP growth is paid for with ecological degradation. In ecological collapse, the 

purchasing power of money decreases with inflation and stagflation.   

The methodologies and the mathematics are very complicated, however it should be possible 

to identify where our ecological debt is greatest by combining the data about ecological 

footprint (EFP), biocapacity and planetary boundaries instead of GDP. We are collectively 

evolving a new ideology to restore and regenerate our ecosystems and there are new leaders, 

methods and ideas emerging all the time.  This new emerging ideology can be abbreviated with 

the term ‘voluntary Degrowth’ whereby humanity deliberately and peacefully agrees an 

equitable way forward to reduce demand on the environment in a bid to rapidly eliminate 

ecological overshoot and thereby soften ecological collapse.  This ‘voluntary, equitable 

Degrowth’ needs to be recognised as distinct from the involuntary contraction of the human 

enterprise which is occurring simultaneously as a consequence of exponential ecological 

collapse.  Voluntary, equitable Degrowth is a planned strategy to reduce our global impact 

whilst addressing the ecological injustices which currently exist.    

During World War II the United Kingdom successfully created a cross-party emergency 

government. Democratic countries could use this tactic to prioritise the climate and ecological 

crises and ensure cross-party collaboration on decisions moving forward. There is currently no 

experience available in implementing the voluntary Degrowth ideology, so it is important that 

all parties share the responsibility of the outcome as we feel our way forward to creating a more 

equitable society, that seeks to sit within the biocapacity of its host planet.  It is possible that if 

enough countries take this step it will inspire all countries, institutions, and organisations to 

embrace voluntary equitable Degrowth objectives.  

Governments can use the scientific justifications which are associated with the proposed UN 

Charter for Ecological Justice to assess whether they wish to adopt the target of 2.14 global 

hectares as an acceptable target for ecological footprint per capita.  

6.1.1 The Stockholm Declaration 

The Stockholm +50 Declaration presents a one-page declaration that will direct the focus of 

humanity towards eliminating overshoot and climate and ecological injustice.  Key aims of 

the Declaration 

https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe
https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe
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1. Implement the Right to a Healthy Environment 

2. Recognise, restore, and safeguard the global commons 

3. Establish a regenerative economy 

4. Prioritise governance and institutional solutions 

The declaration is only one-page: full information is available from the website.48 The 

declaration recognises that we no longer enjoy the stable climate required to achieve the 

declared United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 48/13 “right to a clean, healthy and 

sustainable environment”, thus: 

A stable climate is a manifestation of the Earth System functioning and represents more 

than an issue of “Common Concern,” as expressed in the Paris Agreement. Due to the 

urgency of the climate crisis, the recognition of a stable climate as Common Heritage, 

to allow for its restoration and safeguard, must become an immediate flagship issue 

and central priority in the “Our Common Agenda” process.  

The challenges to achieve the aspirations and suggestions in the Stockholm Declaration are 

immense.  Some strategies to help achieve these ambitious aspirations have been discussed 

elsewhere: 

 Collective envisioning with an even greater level of prioritisation than we achieved in the 

COVID-19 pandemic is needed in order to achieve the socio-economic transformation that 

is required to achieve the aspiration in the Stockholm Declaration.  The rapidly failing 

health of our global commons, atmosphere, climate systems, ocean systems and ecosystems 

everywhere needs to dominate everyday conversation and media coverage.   

 Establishing an emergency cross-party government would enable democracies to foster 

cross-party commitment to the objective of restoring and protecting our common home.  

 Engaging in the SIFA plan would ensure involvement in an alternative economy capable 

of inspiring and accelerating global voluntary and equitable Degrowth (ref 0). 

 Consider participating in the Wellbeing Economy Alliance (ref 6.1.2). 

 Consider offering your support for the proposed UN Charter for Ecological Justice (6.2). 

 Commit to the United Nations Common Agenda.        

6.1.2 The Wellbeing Economy Alliance 

The Wellbeing Economy Alliance (WEAll) is a collaboration of organisations, alliances, 

movements, and individuals working towards a wellbeing economy, delivering human and 

ecological wellbeing.  They are making rapid progress in developing methods to measure the 

wellbeing of the environment and the life-forms which are supported within 

ecosystems.  Finland and Wales have already declared their intention to establish a Wellbeing 

Economy of Governance (WEGo); other countries are encouraged to take this step.  WEAll 

include some well-known Degrowth experts within their associates; the ideology is expected 

to mature and evolve rapidly, but the race against time is on.  Chaotic collapse may overtake 

efforts for an organised scale down at any point.  Further information is available from their 

website49.   

                                                 
48 https://www.stockholmdeclaration.org/  
49 https://weall.org/  

https://www.stockholmdeclaration.org/
https://weall.org/
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6.1.3 The Global Footprint Network (GFN) 

The Global Footprint Network50 organisation are the recognised experts in assessing 

biocapacity and environmental degradation.  They provide us with powerful data and 

methodologies to assess the degree to which each of our actions affects global overshoot. Our 

governments have an unprecedented opportunity to use the expertise within this organisation 

to measure the degree of our national overshoot and the degree to which everyone is 

contributing to this. Using the global footprint concept, each Ministry can assess to which 

degree the areas under their jurisdiction need Degrowth before achieving a steady-state 

sustainable situation locally.  In this way they can be guided to what extent they need to 

peacefully and voluntarily seek to limit their impact on the environment in order to eliminate 

any local ecological overshoot.  In the case of high-consuming areas which are not yet in 

overshoot, they will hopefully be willing to help to reduce the global problem of ecological 

overshoot by identifying and addressing their issues of overconsumption.  

By introducing this concept in schools, young people at the grass roots level can assess more 

accurately how their actions are affecting ecosystems and find ways, as a part of school projects 

for individuals and communities, to try to achieve global sustainability. The Ecological 

Footprint is a measurement and a tool which can be used specifically by whole countries to 

implement voluntary Degrowth and counter their contributions to global overshoot. Eventually, 

the global footprint can be reduced if enough countries work to eliminate their ecological 

overshoot and reduce their average footprint per capita to less than 2.14 global hectares. The 

Global Footprint Network provide open-source data about the level of degradation in different 

parts of the world.51 Portugal, for example, have already taken steps to recognise the value of 

the commons, and have projects which work closely with the GFN.52 

6.1.4 Supplementary Income for All (SIFA)  

The Plan for a Supplementary Income for All People53 (SIFA Plan) is a truly global partnership, 

using the three dimensions of sustainability: environmental, economic, and social to realize the 

whole 2030 agenda.   The SIFA Plan, formally referred to as ‘A Basic Income for All People’ 

and a ‘Marshall Plan for the Earth’, uses the creation of a sustainable supplementary global 

economy to provide every woman, man and child with a supplementary income with which 

they can purchase sustainable goods and services. With judicious choices it may serve to direct 

our collective capacities toward a voluntary and well-informed Degrowth to decrease our 

global overshoot. The ecological footprint of the full-life cycle of any service or commodity is 

a complex web, and it is important that it this impartially assessed, in order to address the 

current greenwashing pandemic. The Global Footprint Network are currently the recognised 

authority in this area, but global recognition and financing for the work involved will be 

required to ensure all the issues involved are impartially assessed.    

The SIFA Plan consists of 3 aspects, which together reinforce one another:  

                                                 
50 https://www.footprintnetwork.org/  
51 https://www.footprintnetwork.org/  
52 To learn more their experience please refer to their website: https://www.commonhomeofhumanity.org/ 
53 https://supplementaryincomeforall.org/supplementary-income/  

https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
https://www.commonhomeofhumanity.org/
https://supplementaryincomeforall.org/supplementary-income/
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1) A supplementary income for each human being, which encourages each of us to (re)awaken 

our innate capacity to know and develop that potential which is uniquely ours. It empowers 

us to purchase, each year again, those goods and services from our supplementary income 

that resonate with straining to become at that phase of our personal development, whilst 

being sure not to add to global overshoot. 

2) Global consultations, where each person is invited to help to together decide which goods 

and services can be offered for purchase with our supplementary income, whilst 

contributing to voluntary Degrowth and to the quality of life in harmony with Mother Earth.  

3) The supplementary sustainable global economy will grow each year and take over from 

unsustainable practices because:  

a) Businesses will focus their production upon what each year is seen as sustainable at that 

phase of our sustainable development and, eager to expose the degree to which they are 

truly knowledgeable contributors to sustainability within an increasingly 

knowledgeable global population, contribute through well-informed and responsible 

advertising to the further education of people in general.  

b) Increasing numbers of people will be able to meet their material needs more sustainably 

using methods such as permaculture, which together with reproductive health services 

will increase Mother Earth’s capacity to recover, and help to counter global ecological 

overshoot.  

c) The focus of consumers and producers will switch to the more ethereal aspects of a 

balanced personal, intellectual, emotional, social and spiritual development, which 

have a minimal ecological cost compared to material pleasures. 

These factors, which increase the sustainable economy, all foster human ingenuity and 

creativity, and are aspects of a steady-state economy which does not deplete or pollute the 

environment. 

The SIFA Plan builds an increasingly sophisticated global partnership to produce voluntary 

Degrowth to decrease global overshoot, and it provides the means to take the step from 

unsustainability to a sustainable world. 

The SIFA Plan applies those fundamental economic principles to finance the supplementary 

economy which have existed since time immemorial, where currency is created exclusively to 

facilitate the purchase of additional goods and services (rather than for the purposes of 

speculation and/or hoarding.) It also builds upon the experience of the global consultations that 

took place in 2013 in preparation for the development of the Sustainable Development Goals 

whereby, according to UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, one billion people were consulted 

by the UN on what constitutes sustainability.  

The system we now refer to as the SIFA Plan was first developed in 1980 by Dutch social 

activist, visionary, and artist Pieter Kooistra, endorsed by economist and Nobel Prize Winner, 

Jan Tinbergen, and described in two books, one of which was financed by the Dutch 

Government. After the death of Kooistra, whose ideas originally inspired what is now evolving 

as the SIFA Plan, it was updated by a network of those who had been familiar with the Plan in 
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the 1980’s and 90’s, in response to Secretary General Antonio Guterres’s plea to build back 

better.54 

6.1.5 European Campaign to address Overconsumption 

The European countries are beginning to openly address the problem of overconsumption55.  

This initiative is being led by the three organisations: Friends of the Earth Europe, The 

European Environmental Bureau, and The European Youth Forum.   

In 2021 the Dutch government asked for a study about halving the Dutch Footprint by 2050. 

The two groups Platform DSE56, and the Dutch Footprint Group57 have responded with 

demands that halving needs to be achieved by 2030 or earlier. The World Wildlife Fund has 

also asked that we halve our global Footprint, this request has been submitted as input for the 

biodiversity conference planned in China later this year (2022).    The concept of Tradeable 

Energy Quotas (TEQs) is being explored amongst other ideas to achieve the urgently needed 

economic transformation to an economy that puts Nature and ecosystems before profit. 

6.2 SDG17 Reparation for Ecological Injustice 

There is a legal project which has been initiated by the ‘Dutch Platform Fair and Green 

Economy’58. Their stated objective is ‘A Fair Earth Share is a Human Right, for Present and 

Future Generations’59. To formally get this idea underway, a request needs to be made by a 

combination of two or more high-income and low-income countries to the United Nations 

General Assembly to request that an ‘Advisory Opinion’ on this suggested objective is obtained 

from the International Court of Justice in The Hague.  The request would be strengthened by 

also proposing a UN Charter for Ecological Justice60, in order to provide a global aspiration to 

motivate humanity towards achieving the declared objectives of the legal framework.  

Legislation can only be successfully implemented when everyone understands the necessity, 

this is the thinking behind the proposal for a UN Charter for Ecological Justice61. There are 

two brief supporting documents to the proposed Charter which separately cover the scientific 

justification62 and cultural causes of ecological injustice63. These seek to improve global 

understanding of why the current ecological injustice exists, and a global appreciation that in 

ecological terms, the pursuit of financial profit has impoverished our world and endangered us 

all.  If ratified by the United Nations, such a UN Charter for Ecological Justice would raise 

awareness globally about the extent of reparation which is owed by humanity to every other 

life-form on the planet, and to those who cannot currently subsist.  It sets quantifiable 

                                                 
54 To participate in actions relating to its implementation, please contact Alice Boainain-Schneider: Institute for 

Planetary Synthesis: ipsbox@ipsgeneva.com.  More information at www.SupplementaryIncomeforAll.org.     
55 https://overconsumption.abako.be/  for contact details within the three organisations involved 
56 https://platformdse.org/  
57 https://www.voetafdruk.eu/  
58 https://platformdse.org/ 
59 https://weall.org/footprint-justice-and-fair-earth-shares-is-getting-more-attention  
60 https://poemsforparliament.uk  
61 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe 
62 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe  
63 https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/cultural-causes-of-climate-injustice-b59fb7d7f6de  

mailto:ipsbox@ipsgeneva.com
http://www.supplementaryincomeforall.org/
https://overconsumption.abako.be/
https://platformdse.org/
https://www.voetafdruk.eu/
https://platformdse.org/
https://weall.org/footprint-justice-and-fair-earth-shares-is-getting-more-attention
https://poemsforparliament.uk/
https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe
https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/the-earth-charter-for-eco-justice-7e082e9f2ebe
https://medium.com/@barbarawilliams1/cultural-causes-of-climate-injustice-b59fb7d7f6de
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objectives for countries to make appropriate reparation for chronic ecological overshoot and 

injustice. Ratification of such a Charter would achieve the following:    

 Formal recognition of the Ecological Footprint data provided by the Global Footprint 

Network. 

 Formal resolve to voluntarily and equitably reduce the collective footprint of humanity to 

leave 50% of Earth's biocapacity unexploited, this is considered essential to accommodate 

adequate biodiversity to meet the required levels in order to maintain healthy ecosystems 

 Formal resolve to voluntarily reduce, where applicable, Ecological Footprint per capita to 

a modest level which allows a fulfilled life.   

 Formal resolve to empower more ecologically sustainable reproductive and healthcare 

choices. 

 

 

 

 

The Realistic Optimist 

 
The realistic optimist will see 

That we are heading for catastrophe 

But he’ll draw the line at deep despair 

So long as we begin to be aware 

 

We know our ecological debt is high 

Fuelled by every new thing that we buy 

We know this is how we need to measure 

The true cost of our luxury and leisure 

 

This knowledge will help us to make a start 

To find a new way and to give us heart 

First realism, so we know the score 

Then optimism, so we can do more! 

 
https://poemsforparliament.uk/poems  

https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
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7 The Socio-Economic Transformation 

There is a strong tendency worldwide in favour of indiscriminate growth. Those who have 

pleaded with the global community to desist, the voices from indigenous peoples living in 

sympathy with their surroundings, have been quickly overwhelmed by the pervasive force of 

global commerce. To stand up against the direction of the whole human herd and say ‘This is 

wrong, we are headed in the wrong direction’ takes a great deal of courage, and many 

environmental activists have received the ultimate punishment for trying to protect delicate 

ecosystems from the so-called ‘progress’ of commerce. 

As our existential plight increases daily, more people are taking a bold stance; everyone who 

stands up in this way influences those around them, risks making their neighbours 

uncomfortable and spreading the niggling sense that maybe it is time to change our ways.  We 

urge anyone who has read the suggestions in this document to recognise that we are at the 

beginning of significant paradigm shift, there is likely to be a need to critically re-evaluate, and 

rethink much of the guidance from our past.  Our present is no longer the well-balanced world 

that we have enjoyed for most of our existence on this planet.  Therefore many ideas and 

methods that were appropriate and helpful in the past may no longer be the best strategy going 

forward.  Some aspects of the Sustainable Development Goals, or the material that surrounds 

their implementation may need to be reviewed in the light of voluntary, equitable Degrowth.  

This paper only calls for the start of a global paradigm shift in our socio-economic model, and 

our educational model.  We need to collaborate, peacefully on the best way to evolve our 

species into one that is capable of long-term peaceful and fulfilled survival on Earth.  To 

address the huge injustice which has arisen from centuries of growth and development in the 

global North will require considerable ingenuity and resolve.  The web of non-essential global 

commerce needs to be reformed in order to minimise consumption whilst ensuring that 

reparation is made.   

The demographic projections from the United Nations extrapolate recent trends in natality and 

mortality rates.  We have now passed significant tipping points with regards to climate and the 

environment, so modelling the future trends becomes much more complex.  In the Wikipedia 

entry for ecological overshoot some research64 by Prof Bystroff is mentioned: this offers a 

demographic model which factors in the key human behaviour patterns which impact upon our 

environment.  Figure 4 from this research has been reproduced overleaf. 

In the graph overleaf we are currently adhering to the ‘business-as usual’ trajectory which 

appears at the bottom. This predicts an involuntary collapse of the size of the global population 

by about 85% between now and 2060.  There are many pathways in between which reflect the 

extent to which we might manage to transform our behaviour.  The suggestions in this paper 

are an attempt to inspire the global population to work together to achieve maximum mitigation 

in an equitable fashion. 
 

                                                 
64 https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0247214 

 

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0247214
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This paper recommends two simultaneous paradigm shifts, one socio-economic65 and one in 

education66.  The United Kingdom was the birth place of two previous paradigm shifts, firstly 

the industrial revolution which initiated the current modern techno-industrial civilisation and 

that in turn inspired the formal education system which prevails today.  Most of the poems that 

have been included in this document come from a pamphlet that was sent to every Minister of 

Parliament for the United Kingdom in September 2020.  The pamphlet included some 

recommendations which could apply equally to any affluent democratic country today: 

Raise Awareness An awareness campaign equivalent to that achieved for the COVID 

emergency. Advising UK citizens that climate and ecological collapse is now underway. 

Advising them that in order to mitigate the long-term impact it is not wise to try to maintain all 

aspects of the way of life that the UK have enjoyed in recent decades. The ecological cost of 

that life-style was never sustainable.  

Emergency Government Create a cross-party emergency government. This will ensure that 

the responsibility for the difficult decisions that need to be taken is shared. It will also send a 

powerful message to other world leaders, that we regard the Climate and Environmental 

breakdown as both real and urgent.  

Ecological Objectives Make the UK the first country to rewrite its objectives from the 

perspective of an ecological budget rather than a financial one.  

Embrace Degrowth Make the UK the first country to actively seek Degrowth as part of its 

emergency damage limitation exercise with regard to the ongoing and rapidly accelerating 

Climate and Ecological collapse. 

                                                 
65 https://canadiancor.com/ruben-nelson-transcending-our-mti-form-of-civilization-exploring-the-new-core-

work-of-the-21st-century-cacor-2022-06-2/  
66 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U Sir Ken Robinson re paradigm shift in Education 

https://canadiancor.com/ruben-nelson-transcending-our-mti-form-of-civilization-exploring-the-new-core-work-of-the-21st-century-cacor-2022-06-2/
https://canadiancor.com/ruben-nelson-transcending-our-mti-form-of-civilization-exploring-the-new-core-work-of-the-21st-century-cacor-2022-06-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U
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Perceptions of Prosperity 

The United Kingdom is an interesting example of a country that, to any observer prior to the 

socio-economic transformation, would appear to be a prosperous country.  Whereas, in fact, 

the UK have one of the most depleted wildlife populations anywhere on the planet.  The UK 

are operating at about 300% of the biocapacity available within their borders and this ecological 

overshoot has been aggravated by growing population and consumption for decades.  Therefore 

in terms of climate and ecological collapse the UK are very vulnerable, at the moment they 

simply do not have the biocapacity to subsist within their own borders, so they are reliant on 

imports.     

It is an essential step in the mindset shift away from growth economics, and towards embracing 

voluntary, equitable Degrowth, to understand that ‘prosperity’ can no longer be defined in 

simple monetary terms.  This financial worldview was never a wise way to look at things, and 

has caused untold suffering and destruction.  Nature possesses the only riches worth having, 

and her ability to regenerate and provide for us all has already been pushed passed numerous 

tipping points, both by our numbers and the unwise and wasteful consumption patterns which 

are an integral part of the coercive consumer culture which dominates our modern world. 

 

 

How Dare You! 

How dare you! Rages Greta.  

Oh so true 

The things we’ll put our children through 

 

What have we been thinking of? 

What foolishness is this? 

Expecting the young to lead the way 

Expecting them to save the day 

 

It’s time for grown-ups to grow up 

And take responsibility 

We made this mess, it’s our bequest 

Do children have to do the rest? 

 

We shop till we drop and all our glitter  

Is turning into toxic litter  

It’s not too late to change our ways  

And we must alter, as Greta says  
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8 Contributors and Recipients 

This document will be sent to all Heads of State and Government, all UN ambassadors in New 

York, Geneva and Nairobi, all UNESCO Ambassadors and UNESCO National Commissions 

ahead of the High Level Political Forum67 on Sustainable Development Goals so that the 

suggestions can begin to be studied and implemented before the High Level Political Forum 

takes place from July 6–15, 2022 and can continue afterwards in the coming years. 

The letter to the UN and UNESCO ambassadors explains our purpose thus: 

We respectfully invite you, while using the document within your own team, to forward 

it also to your Capital and the Ministries dealing with sustainable education, matters 

relating to gender, the environment and development financing and cooperation, as 

well as any others which you believe might be interested. 

This document is being offered by the Commons Cluster of the United Nations NGO 

Major Group. Our objective is to be a channel that supplies the United Nations and UN 

Member States with best practices from people and organizations at the grass roots 

worldwide. Many, but not all of our associates are UN ECOSOC accredited. 

8.1 Contributors 

Contributors are listed below in Alphabetical order 

Leidy Depaz Caballero, International Public Lawyer (SDG5) 

International Public Lawyer, Master in Development and National Defense (Peru). Writer 

and Researcher specialized in SDGs at UN NGO Major Group; and Human Rights; Founder, 

Plastic- Free Peru http://plastic-freeperu.com/  Member of  www.ipsgeneva.com  

June Gorman, Educator and Educational Theorist (SDG4) 

Founder, Transformative Education Forum (Transformative Education Forum)  

Learning Research Fellow, Schumacher Institute  

http://www.schumacherinstitute.org.uk/about-us/people/learning-team/ 

Board Project Director for Outreach, International Model United Nations Association 

http://imuna.org/ 

Steering Committee, (UNESCO/Global Compact) K-12 Sector for Sustainability Education 

http://www.uspartnership.org/main/view_archive/1 

Member, UN Education Caucus for Sustainable Development 

Member, UN Commons Cluster  

Joan Kehoe  (SDG4,14,15) 

Counselor, energy healer and an animal and nature communicator. 

Masters in science of counseling worked in mental health for 20 yrs. Introduced to animal 

communication at age 12, studied with Maia Kincaid to become a certified animal and 

nature communicator. Trained in Reiki, Emotional Freedom Technique, Body Talk and 

other energy healing methods. Studied with Madame Caspari, a direct pupil of Maria 

Montessori. Currently a family support coordinator for Head Start of Lane County. 

                                                 
67 https://sdg.iisd.org/events/high-level-political-forum-on-sustainable-development-hlpf-2022/  

http://plastic-freeperu.com/
http://www.ipsgeneva.com/
https://tef-global.org/
http://www.schumacherinstitute.org.uk/about-us/people/learning-team/
http://imuna.org/
http://www.uspartnership.org/main/view_archive/1
https://sdg.iisd.org/events/high-level-political-forum-on-sustainable-development-hlpf-2022/
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Maia Kincaid Ph.D. (SDG14, 15) 

Telepathic Animal and Nature communication specialist, coach, and author. Featured in the 

documentary film, ‘Being With Animals’ by Salome Pitschen. 

www.animalcommunicationworld.com 

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/beingwithanimalsfilm/ 

www.animalcommunicationschool.com 

Dr Lisinka Ulatowska, (SDG4, 5. 17) 

Coordinator Commons Cluster of the UN NGO Major Group 

www.allwinnetwork.net, www.ipsgeneva.com, www.worldcitizensaction.com 

awcunited.org 

Barbara Williams, (SDG4, 5, 17) lead editor, paradigm shifter, Degrowth activist  

https://www.girlplanet.earth/our-global-voices/barbara-williams 

http://poemsforparliament.uk – Architect of the UN Charter for Ecological Justice 

Author and publisher of ‘Poems for Parliament 2020’ and ‘Saving us from Ourselves’  Free 

to download from this link https://poemsforparliament.uk/sufo 

8.2 Additional Credits for pictures 

Title page ‘We should not go back to normal…’ – unknown artist 

Preface - ‘Ecological Footprint’ extrapolated screengrab from YouTube video 68 

Pie-chart of UNEP Emission gap – Compiled using Excel with the raw data from UNEP 

Civilisation – Picture at the end of the Overviews – unknown source 

 

We anticipate that the creators of the two pictures for whom there is no traceable source, will 

be delighted to see that their artwork has assisted in a bold attempt to initiate the most 

challenging and important paradigm shift that humanity has ever commenced.    

                                                 
68 https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=NJtrMMa4VOM 2 minute video explaining ecological 

overshoot, narrated by Mathis Wackernagel of the Global Footprint Network 

http://www.animalcommunicationworld.com/
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/beingwithanimalsfilm/
http://www.animalcommunicationschool.com/
http://www.commonsactionfortheunitednations.org/
http://ww.allwinnetwork.net/
http://www.ipsgeneva.com/
http://www.worldcitizensaction.com/
http://awcunited.org/
https://www.girlplanet.earth/our-global-voices/barbara-williams
http://poemsforparliament.uk/
https://poemsforparliament.uk/sufo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJtrMMa4VOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=NJtrMMa4VOM

