
Sent: 11 July 2021 18:19 
To: 'secretariat@unfccc.int' <secretariat@unfccc.int> 
Subject: The Cultural Causes of Climate and Ecological collapse  
 

Dear UNFCCC, 
 
On this World Population Day 2021 I am writing to urge you to recognise publicly, in 
advance of COP26, that several of the UN Sustainable Development Goals fail to recognise 
that the natural resources on our planet are finite.  In particular the UN Sustainable 
Development Goal 8, because this goal promotes ‘economic growth’, the current wording is 
likely to cause all aspects of the rapidly escalating climate and ecological collapse to be 
exacerbated. 
 
My work involves analysing the cultural causes of climate and ecological collapse.  The latest 
outcome of my work involves a proposal for a Universal Aspiration to be ratified by the 
United Nations, this idea would inspire the global community to strive to relinquish 50% of 
the Earths biocapacity.   The concept of a collective global Aspiration reaches directly to the 
general public, it goes beyond religion and politics.  The proposed wording is brief and 
draws together five simple scientific insights which are currently not widely known within 
the general public, furthermore it combines those insights with the motivation for us to 
strive for a higher level of emotional maturity.   
 
The two-page executive summary of the concept of a Universal Aspiration is available here, 
there is also a third page which contains two graphics which the reader may find helpful.   If 
this concept is delivered skilfully, together with the scientific insights which lie at the heart 
of the proposed wording of the Aspiration, then the idea will be sufficiently powerful to 
inspire a global paradigm shift from pursuing economic growth to pursuing voluntary rapid 
degrowth.   I hope that you will find my ideas helpful and that the UNFCCC will be willing to 
assist in promoting them.  The Universal Aspiration will provide us all with some realistic 
hope with regard to tackling the rapidly escalating climate and ecological crisis because it 
will foster the collective concern and courage which we so urgently need. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Barbara Williams 
https://poemsforparliament.uk 
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